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 Members of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of 
America  planted 1,892 flags on 
the National Mall in Washington  
on  Thursday  — one for each 
veteran  or servicemember 
estimated to have committed 
suicide so far in 2014.  
C.J. LIN/Stars and Stripes 

 BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Investigators
dubbed them “the librarians,” four
Air Force nuclear missile launch
officers at the center of a still-un-
folding scandal over cheating on
proficiency tests.

“They tended to be at the hub” of 
illicit exchanges of test information,
said Adam Lowther, one of seven in-
vestigators who dug into details of
cheating that has embarrassed the 
Air Force and on Thursday brought 
down virtually the entire opera-
tional command of the 341st Mis-
sile Wing at Malmstrom Air Force
Base, Mont.

At least 82 missile launch officers
face disciplinary action, but it was 
the four “librarians” who allegedly 
facilitated the cheating, in part by 
transmitting test answers via text
message. 

One text included a photo of a 
classified test answer, according
to Lt. Gen. Stephen Wilson, who
announced the probe’s findings 
Thursday.

Wilson said the four junior offi-
cers were at “the crux of it,” and that 
three of the four also are accused of
illegal drug activity. 

The rest of the accused either par-
ticipated in cheating or were aware
of it but failed to blow the whistle,
Wilson said.

SEE CHEATING ON PAGE 4

 BY AMIR SHAH

The Associated Press

KABUL  — Taliban militants at-
tacked the residence of an Ameri-
can charity and a nearby day 
care center in Kabul on Friday, 
sparking a three-hour gunbat-
tle that unfolded as foreigners, 
including women and children, 

fled the scene, officials said.
The assault, which killed an Af-

ghan girl caught in the crossfire, 
comes as foreigners have been in-
creasingly targeted in the Afghan 
capital as part of an overall surge in 
violence ahead of April 5 elections.

Authorities offered conflicting in-
formation as they worked to secure 
the area, but all agreed the violence 

started when a suicide bomber blew 
himself up in front of the gate of a 
guesthouse being used by the Cali-
fornia-based Roots of Peace group. 
The organization specializes in land 
mine removal and agricultural de-
velopment and advises Afghani-
stan’s Agriculture Ministry.

SEE ATTACK ON PAGE 4

Kabul attack hits US agency, day care center
Foreigners escape charity guesthouse; 1 Afghan child killed Commandos with

Afghanistan’s 
intelligence 
agency arrive 
after four 
insurgents 
armed with 
assault rifles and 
hand grenades 
attacked  a U.S. 
charity in  Kabul 
on Friday. 
ANJA NIEDRINGHAUS/AP

4 ‘librarians’ 
at core of AF 
cheating flap
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The 
Big Bang 

Theory gets 
a big boost

“I only weigh 98 pounds. 
I’d like to be a little 

fleshier. Maybe get my 
teeth fixed and buy a 

new car.”
— Georgia Bell, 91, discusses what 

she might do if she had extra
 cash, even though she has 

repeatedly turned down a
 developer’s offer to buy her 

$93,500 home for $600,000
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BY C.J. LIN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — A new 
bill aimed at improving suicide 
prevention for veterans was in-
troduced in the U.S. Senate on 
Thursday as nearly 2,000 flags 
were planted within view of the 
Capitol — each one representing a 
current or former servicemember 
who  committed suicide so far this 
year.

Sen. John Walsh, D-Mont., the 
first Iraq War combat veteran 
elected to the Senate, introduced 
the Suicide Prevention for Ameri-
ca’s Veterans Act. The bill includes 
provisions extending combat eli-
gibility for health care from five 
years to 15 years and establishing 
a process for reviewing potentially 
wrongful discharges and revers-
ing those which may have been 
caused by mental health issues.

Those who served in a theater 
of combat operations after Nov. 
11, 1998, and were discharged on 
or after Jan. 28, 2003, currently 
have special eligibility to enroll in 
the VA health care system for five 
years from their date of discharge 
or release, according to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

The VA estimates that 22 vet-
erans from current and previous 
wars die by their own hand each 
day. In an Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America survey of its 
membership this year, 47 percent 
said they knew a veteran of the two 
post-9/11 wars who had attempted 
suicide.

“That’s an epidemic that we 
cannot allow to continue,” Walsh 
said. “I think we all know a friend, 
a family member, a neighbor, a 
colleague that has been affected 
by this terrible tragedy.”

In an effort to visualize the num-
ber of troops who have commit-
ted suicide, IAVA members and 
supporters planted 1,892 flags on 
the National Mall hoping that the 
field of red, white and blue would 
bring the problem to the atten-
tion of those strolling the grassy 
expanse.

“I’m hoping it’ll just be a pow-
erful visual for the scope of this 
issue,” said Jeff Hensley, a Navy 
veteran of 21 years and an IAVA 
member who was planting flags. 
“(For) most of us that are veterans 
and are closely connected with 
veterans … it’s personal to us. But 
outside of our community, I don’t 
think the rest of the country really 

understand. Seeing something 
like this, it brings it home to the 
average person who may not have 
a direct connection.”

The event was part of IAVA’s an-
nual “Storm the Hill” campaign, 
which brings veterans to Wash-
ington to meet with leaders on vet-
erans policies. Suicide prevention 
tops IAVA’s 2014 agenda, and the 
group is pushing for  the legislation 
to be passed by Memorial Day.

“It’s going to provide urgent 
care for people that these folks 
have been fighting for, that the 
folks represented by the flags … 
could not get,” said Paul Rieck-
hoff, IAVA founder and CEO.

Rieckhoff urged Democratic 
and Republican lawmakers to 
work together on what he called “a 
national priority.”

“It’s a public health challenge. 
It’s a security imperative. It’s a 
moral imperative,” he said.

For Hensley, who was among 
the “stormers,” the bill — which 
was designed by the IAVA based 
on veterans’ needs — offers a 
number of provisions that are 
promising for improving access 
and quality of care.

“It’s one thing to go out and 
reach out for help, it’s another 
thing to actually get help that is 
informed and based on best prac-
tices,” said Hensley, a counselor 
at an equine-assisted therapy pro-
gram for veterans in Texas. “It re-
ally can make a difference.”

The bill also calls for increasing 
mental health professionals in the 
VA, ensuring training for men-
tal health providers, improving 
suicide prevention programs, de-
criminalizing suicide attempts and 
more collaboration between the 
VA and the Defense Department.

IAVA is hoping to connect one 
million veterans to suicide preven-
tion resources this year.

“If they can get help, it can pre-
vent that,” Hensley said. “It can 

change the entire trajectory of
somebody’s life. I think of the 8,000 
veterans killing themselves every 
year, then I think what difference 
it could have made if they had 
gone on, got that little bit of help,
changed the course of their lives 
and had so much more to offer to
all of us. It’s just a waste.”

For more information, visit 
stormthehill.org.
lin.cj@stripes.com
Twitter: @cjlinSS

Bill aims to prevent veteran suicides
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 Members of the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America plant 1,892 flags on the National Mall in 
Washington  on Thursday . 

Navy veteran Jeff Hensley helps unfurl flags . 
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 BY BROCK VERGAKIS 
AND MICHAEL FELBERBAUM

The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — The Virginia 
truck driver who killed a sailor 
aboard a naval destroyer served 
prison time for manslaughter and 
drugs, but it was still unclear what 
led him onto the base earlier this 
week.

The Navy identified the shooter 
Thursday as Jeffrey Tyrone Sav-
age, 35, of Chesapeake, Va., but 
officials were still searching for 
clues about the shooting.

Savage was killed by Navy secu-
rity forces Monday night aboard 
the USS Mahan after he took a 
gun from a petty officer who was 
on watch for the ship and used it 
to shoot Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Mark Mayo, who was providing 
security at Naval Station Norfolk.

Navy officials have said there’s 
no indication the attack was 
planned or had any link to terror-
ism. Navy investigators have also 
said there’s no indication Savage 
had any previous relationship with 
the ship or anyone on it.

Officials have said Savage 
drove his tractor-trailer cab onto 
base, walked onto a pier and up a 
ramp toward the ship before being 
confronted by security. The Navy 
has said Savage shouldn’t have 
been allowed on the installation 
the night of the shooting, and in-
vestigators were looking into why 
he was let on the base.

The credential Savage used to 
gain access — a Transportation 
Worker Identity Credential — is 
issued by the Transportation Se-
curity Administration and is valid 
for five years. The Navy said the 
card alone doesn’t authorize base 
access. People also have other 
documents to gain entry, including 
a manifest of items to be delivered 
or a receipt indicating an item to 
be picked up, said Beth Baker, 
a spokeswoman for the Norfolk-

based Navy Region Mid-Atlantic.
People with criminal records 

for certain crimes are allowed to 
have a TWIC card as long as they 
have been out of prison for at least 
five years, according to the TSA’s 
website. However, applicants can 
also apply for a waiver.

Since the TWIC program start-
ed in 2007, about 132,000 people 
were disqualified and about half 
of those who appealed or asked for 
waivers received them. 

The Navy said Savage worked 
for Majette Trucking, which is 
based in Rich Square, N.C. A mes-

sage left with 
the company 
Thursday 
was not im-
mediately 
returned.  

Savage 
was con-
victed of 
voluntary 
manslaugh-
ter in Meck-
lenburg 
County, N.C., 

and released from prison Dec. 30, 
2009, records showed.

Savage and the victim were rid-
ing in a vehicle in 2005 when they 
began to struggle over a weapon 
and it fired, hitting the victim, 
who was then left on the side of the 
road, according to Keith Acree, of 
the North Carolina Department of 
Public Safety.

Savage was also sentenced in 
Virginia in 1998 for possession 
with intent to distribute crack co-
caine. He served nearly five years 
in federal prison , according to 
Chris Burke, a spokesman for the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

Savage also spent two years in 
federal prison beginning in 2010 
after his supervision was revoked 
and was transferred to a halfway 
house in February 2012, Burke 
said. 
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BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany — As 
Staff Sgt. Luke Thompson ex-
amined the letter written in bro-
ken English, the first thing that 
jumped out was the date: Feb. 17, 
2006.

The note, passed to him by a 
Djiboutian soldier in October, con-
tinued: “smoke, fire, crash of two 
helicopter.” 

“I have been rescue pilots,” it 
read. “One man, one girl.”

Thompson instantly recognized 
what the Djiboutian was talking 
about. In 2006, Thompson was 
supposed to be on one of the two 
U.S. Marine Corps CH-53 heli-
copters that collided off the coast 
of Djibouti. The crash killed 10 
servicemembers, including two 
airmen Thompson had been train-
ing. Only two Marines survived 
the crash.

“It was just a chance encoun-
ter,” said Thompson, now a civil 
affairs team sergeant, in a phone 
interview. “He (the soldier) didn’t 
know if the two had survived. He 
was happy just to hear that.”

The chance meeting between 
Thompson and Sgt. Younis Ahmed 
Douleh in October at a Djiboutian 
army English-language course set 
in motion a plan to formally rec-
ognize the rescuers and reconnect 
them with the two Marines they 
helped.

On Tuesday, Younis along with 
Djiboutian army Capt. Hoch Omar 
Darar, Cpl. Youssouf Afgada Said 
and Sgt. Ahmed Abdillahi Djama 
received the Civilian Award for 
Humanitarian Service at a cer-
emony at Camp Lemonnier, the 
U.S. military base at Djibouti’s in-
ternational airport.

Susan Craig, a former Marine 
Corps pilot, and her co-pilot, Maj. 

Heath Ruppert, flew in from the 
United States to meet with their 
rescuers.

“Eight years ago, this accident 
happened and we’ve talked about 
these folks so many times,” Craig 
said during a phone interview. 
“Who are they? Where are they 
now? They were our heroes that 
day.”

On the day of the crash, Craig 
remembers landing in water and 
swimming ashore. “We escaped 
drowning, but our adrenaline 
started to wear off and we were 
feeling the effects of the trauma,” 
she said.

Set against mountainous ter-
rain, the Marines had difficulty 
establishing contact with the U.S. 
military camp. Meanwhile, the 
hours passed and night was set-
ting in. They began to fire flares, 
eventually drawing the attention 
of some Djiboutians in the dis-
tance. Although the soldiers didn’t 
speak English, it was clear they 
were trying to help.

“They were the most compas-
sionate people you could think 
of,” Ruppert said. “They offered 
water, gave us first aid. Another 

was making radio calls. We could
tell they were there to support and
take care of us.” 

The Djiboutians then carried
the Marines a half-mile through
rough terrain to reach the landing
zone to meet a rescue team. When
it arrived, the soldiers loaded them 
onto the aircraft, Ruppert said.

But the Djiboutians never
learned the fate of the Marines
they rescued.

“I really wanted to meet those
people,” said Younis, whose trans-
lated statement was provided
by  Combined Joint Task Force
Horn of Africa. “The last thing I 
remember was that they were in 
the helicopter and it disappeared.
Since that day, I don’t know what
was going on.”

For years, Younis carried his
letter around, passing it to Ameri-
cans he encountered. But no one
ever  seemed to know what the
cryptic note was about. 

For Thompson, it was pure luck 
that he wasn’t on the flight back in 
2006.  Initially slated to ride along
for a training exercise, a last-min-
ute change in plans resulted in
him staying on base.

“I sent two of my airmen up 
with the helicopter and later on, 
I got a call that they (headquar-
ters) hadn’t heard from them,” 
Thompson said. “I immediately
got launched on the rescue and re-
covery effort.”

Having lost so many comrades
in the crash that day in 2006 re-
mained etched in his memory.
After meeting Younis years later, 
he wanted to make sure the U.S.
military recognized the Djiboutian 
troops for  aiding the Marines. 

“I just felt that it was a deed that 
needed to be recognized,” Thomp-
son said. “They did a great thing
for those pilots.”
vandiver.john@stripes.com

Savage

Marines, rescuers reunited

Photos courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Susan Craig, right, a former U.S. Marine Corps pilot, and Maj. Heath Ruppert, left, Craig’s former 
co-pilot, applaud a group of Djiboutian soldiers who on Tuesday were awarded the Civilian Award for 
Humanitarian Service at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti.  

Staff Sgt. Luke Thompson holds 
a letter with Djiboutian army 
Sgt. Younis Ahmed Douleh after  
the ceremony.

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Defense Sec-
retary Chuck Hagel will travel to 
the Pacific next week to convene a 
meeting of defense ministers from 
Asia against the backdrop of the 
massive regional response to the 
loss of the Malaysian jetliner.

Pentagon press secretary Rear 
Adm. John Kirby said Thursday 
that Hagel will also stop in Japan 
and travel for the first time as de-
fense chief to China and Mongolia. 
He visited Japan late last year.

Kirby said the expansive search 
for Flight 370 is an example of na-
tions in the region coming togeth-
er to deal with a disaster, adding 
that the U.S. is looking for ways 
to improve its ability to work with 
other Asia-Pacific militaries.

In addition to military opera-
tions, there are “many things short 
of conflict that militaries routinely 
participate in together, including 
humanitarian assistance and di-
saster relief,” Kirby told Pentagon 
reporters. He said Hagel is “keen 
to get into a broader, deeper dis-

cussion about how we can improve 
those capabilities as well and in-
teroperability between partners 
and friends.”

The U.S. is hosting the meeting 
of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, which will take 
place in Hawaii next week. The 
effort is part of the Pentagon’s on-
going effort to expand its presence 
and activities in the Pacific region

Military leaders have also been 
trying to improve U.S.-China rela-
tions, which have run hot and cold 
over the years amid persistent 
U.S. complaints about Beijing’s 
lack of transparency regarding its 
escalating investment in military 
spending as well as its aggressive 
pursuit of territorial claims in the 
seas of East Asia.

China’s recent declaration of 
an air defense zone over disputed 
islands controlled by Japan in the 
East China Sea and its new rules 
to regulate fishing in a huge por-
tion of the South China Sea have 
deepened concerns that its rise 
as a regional power could spark a 
confrontation. 

Hagel to host Asia meeting

Records: Man who 
shot sailor was felon

Djiboutians honored for helping victims after 2006 military helo crash
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FROM FRONT PAGE

Lowther said the investigation 
team examined evidence from 
cellphones  suspected of being 
used to transmit the offending 
text messages but was unable to 
interview the accused because all 
four obtained legal counsel at the 
outset of the probe.

In response to the scandal, the 
Air Force fired nine midlevel 
commanders at Malmstrom and 
announced it will pursue a range 
of disciplinary action against the 
accused 82, possibly to include 
courts-martial. A 10th command-
er, the senior officer at the base, 
resigned and will retire from the 
Air Force.

Air Force officials called the 
discipline unprecedented in the 
history of America’s intercon-
tinental ballistic missile force. 
The Associated Press last year 
revealed a series of security 
and other problems in the ICBM 
force, including a failed safety-
and-security inspection at Malm-
strom, where the exam cheating 
occurred.

Lowther said the investigation 
team interviewed missile launch 
officers and others at the Air 
Force’s two other ICBM bases 
and found no indication of cheat-
ing there.

“Folks clearly crossed the line 
at Malmstrom,” Lowther said in 
a telephone interview. He is a fac-
ulty member at the Air Force Re-
search Institute at Maxwell Air 
Force Base, Ala.

The investigators found what 
Lowther described as “a per-

sistent cultural problem” inside 
the ICBM force — a perception 
among the crews “that you don’t 
want to be there,” in part because 
of a sense that the mission is not 
highly valued.

In an emotion ally charged res-
ignation letter titled “A Lesson to 
Remember,” Col. Robert Stanley, 
who commanded the 341st Mis-
sile Wing at Malmstrom, lament-
ed that the reputation of the ICBM 
mission was now “tarnished be-
cause of the extraordinarily self-
ish actions of officers entrusted 
with the most powerful weapon 
system ever devised by man.”

Stanley, seen as a rising star in 
the Air Force, had been nominat-
ed for promotion to brigadier gen-
eral just days before the cheating 
scandal came to light in January. 
Instead he is retiring, convinced, 
as he wrote in his farewell letter 
Thursday, that “we let the Ameri-
can people down on my watch.”

Separately, another of the Air 
Force’s nuclear missile units 
— the 90th Missile Wing at F.E. 
Warren Air Force Base, Wyo. 
— announced that it had fired 
the officer overseeing its missile 
squadrons. It said Col. Donald 

Holloway, the operations group 
commander, was sacked “be-
cause of a loss of confidence in his 
ability to lead.”

The 90th Missile Wing offered 
no further explanation for Hol-
loway’s removal and said it “has 
nothing to do” with the firings 
announced by the Air Force in 
Washington.

Together, the extraordinary 
moves reflect turmoil in a force 
that remains central to Ameri-
can defense strategy but in some 
ways has been neglected. The 
force of 450 Minuteman  III mis-
siles is primed to unleash nuclear 
devastation on a moment’s notice, 
capable of obliterating people and 
places halfway around the globe.

In a bid to correct root causes 
of the missile corps’ failings — 
including low morale and weak 
management — the Air Force also 
announced Thursday a series of 
new or expanded programs to im-
prove leadership development, to 
modernize the three ICBM bases 
and to reinforce “core values,” in-
cluding integrity.

Air Force Secretary Deborah 
Lee James, the service’s top civil-
ian official, told a Pentagon news 

conference that a thorough re-
view of how testing and training 
are conducted in the ICBM force 
has produced numerous avenues 
for improvements.

“We will be changing rather 
dramatically how we conduct test-
ing and training going forward,” 
while ensuring that performance 
standards are kept high, James 
said. More funds will be invested 
in refurbishing the underground 
ICBM launch control centers and 
making other infrastructure im-
provements, she added.

Wilson, head of all Air Force 
nuclear forces as commander of 
Global Strike Command, said the 
changes in training and testing 
will be far-reaching.

“We’re not just putting a fresh 
coat of paint on these problems,” 
he said. “We’re taking bold 
action.”

James had promised to hold of-
ficers at Malmstrom accountable 
once the cheating investigation 
was completed and the scope of 
the scandal was clear. None of 
the nine fired commanders was 
directly involved in the cheating, 
but each was determined to have 
failed in his or her leadership 
responsibilities.

Wilson said investigators de-
termined that the cheating, which 
officials originally said happened 
in August or September last year, 
began as early as November 2011 
and continued until November 
2013.

A total of 100 missile launch 
crew members were identified as 
potentially involved in the cheat-

ing, but nine were cleared by in-
vestigators. Another nine of the
100 are being handled separately
by the Air Force Office of Spe-
cial Investigation; eight of those
nine involve possible criminal
charges stemming from the  sus-
pected mishandling of classified
information.

The cheating involved unau-
thorized passing of answers to 
exams designed to test missile 
launch officers’ proficiency in
handling “emergency war or-
ders,” which are messages involv-
ing the targeting and launching of
missiles.

Nine key commanders below
Stanley were fired, including the 
commanders of the 341st Wing’s 
three missile squadrons, each of
which is responsible for 50 Min-
uteman 3 nuclear missiles.

Also sacked were the com-
mander and the deputy com-
mander of the 341st Operations 
Group, which oversees all three 
missile squadrons as well as a 
helicopter unit and a support 
squadron responsible for admin-
istering monthly proficiency tests
to Malmstrom’s launch crews and
evaluating their performance.

No generals are being pun-
ished. Maj. Gen. Michael Carey,
who was fired in October as com-
mander of the 20th Air Force,
which is responsible for all three
150-missile wings of the ICBM 
force, is still on duty as a staff offi-
cer at Air Force Space Command 
but has requested retirement; his 
request is being reviewed. 

Cheating: Investigator says no evidence of dishonesty at other ICBM bases
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Attack: Taliban official vows 
to ‘keep on killing foreigners’
FROM FRONT PAGE

Roots of Peace issued a state-
ment saying the attack started 
about 6 p.m. and focused on its 
residence and a nearby day care 
center in the Kart-e-Char neigh-
borhood, an affluent area in 
western Kabul located near the 
parliament.

It said there apparently were 
casualties at the day care cen-
ter, and that five attackers and 
one child have been confirmed 
killed . It said two Afghan securi-
ty guards and one foreigner also 
were wounded.

The U.S. Embassy in Kabul 
said in a tweet that the group was 
supported by the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. It 
condemned the attack “on an or-
ganization that only seeks to help 
Afghans improve their lives and 
livelihood.”

Mohammad Sharif Osmani, the 
country director for the group, 
said six staff members, including 
four foreigners and two Afghans, 
had been trapped inside. He was 
reached while in the hospital with 
an Afghan colleague who was 
wounded and had to hang up be-
fore he could give more details.

About two dozen foreigners, in-
cluding women and children, fled 
the area after the attack began 
Friday evening, Afghan Interior 
Ministry spokesman Seddiq Sed-

diqi said. He said another foreign 
compound was next door and it 
was unclear how many people 
had been trapped inside the Roots 
of Peace house.

Seddiqi said that besides the 
suicide bomber, four gunmen 
also had been killed, ending the 
standoff  about 8 p.m.

Deputy Interior Minister Mo-
hammed Ayub Salangi said an 
Afghan girl who happened to be 
nearby was killed during Friday’s 
battle. Seddiqi said an Afghan 
woman and a driver had died. 
The discrepancy couldn’t imme-
diately be determined.

It was the latest in a series 
of high-profile attacks target-
ing places long considered safe 
havens for Westerners in the 
country.

Gunmen who evaded tight se-
curity last week sneaked into a 
luxury hotel in Kabul with pistols 
and ammunition hidden in their 
shoes, killing nine people, includ-
ing two Afghan children, who 
were dining in the restaurant.

A Swedish journalist also was 
shot to death on the street in a 
relatively affluent area earlier 
this month, and a Lebanese res-
taurant popular with foreigners 
was attacked by a suicide bomber 
and gunmen in January.

The Roots of Peace director 
did not identify the nationalities 

of the workers inside the build-
ing, but Salangi said at least three 
were believed to be Americans.

Members of the Afghan Na-
tional Police rapid reaction force, 
wearing helmets and bulletproof 
vests, cordoned off the area.

Witnesses sa id several houses 
caught on fire, possibly from the 
car bomb blast.

Mohammed Sadi, a resident in 
the area, said the force of the ex-

plosion rattled buildings several 
blocks away and broke windows 
in his house. “Then gunfire start-
ed and the police blocked all the 
roads,” he said.

The upscale neighborhood is 
home to some of the candidates in 
next month’s elections for presi-
dent and provincial council. It 
didn’t appear that they were the 
targets, although the Taliban have 
stepped up their attacks ahead of 

the April 5 polling
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah

Mujahid said insurgents attacked
a “guest house of foreigners and
a church of foreigners.” His
claim could not be immediately 
confirmed.

“Attacks will continue and
we will keep on killing foreign-
ers,” he said in a statement to the
media. 

ANJA NIEDRINGHAUS/AP

Afghan special forces move in Friday after four  insurgents armed with assault rifles and hand grenades 
attacked an “office of foreigners” in a southwestern neighborhood of Kabul, Afghanistan 

‘ We’re not just putting a fresh coat of 
paint on these problems. We’re taking bold 
action. ’

Lt. Gen. Stephen Wilson
Commander of Global Strike Command
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AND DENNIS JUNIUS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Public 
support for President Barack 
Obama’s health care law is lan-
guishing at its lowest level since 
passage of the landmark legisla-
tion four years ago, according to 
a new poll.

The Associated Press-GfK 
survey finds that 26 percent of 
Americans support the Afford-
able Care Act. Yet even fewer 
— 13 percent — think it will be 
completely repealed. A narrow 
majority expects the law to be 
further implemented with minor 
changes, or as passed.

“To get something repealed 
that has been passed is pretty 
impossible,” said Gwen Sliger of 
Dallas. “At this point, I don’t see 
that happening.”

Sliger illustrates the prevail-
ing national mood. Although a 
Democrat, she’s strongly opposed 
to Obama’s signature legislation. 
But she thinks “Obamacare” is 
here to stay.

“I like the idea that if you have 
a pre-existing condition, you 
can’t be turned down, but I don’t 
like the idea that if you don’t have 
health insurance, you’ll be fined,” 
said Sliger.

The poll was taken before 
Thursday’s announcement by the 
White House that new health in-
surance markets have surpassed 
the goal of 6 million sign-ups, so it 
did not register any of the poten-
tial impact of that news on public 
opinion. Open enrollment sea-
son began with a dysfunctional 
HealthCare.gov website last Oct. 
1 but will end Monday on what 
looks to be a more positive note.

Impressions of the health care 
rollout while low, have improved 
slightly.

While only 5 percent of Ameri-
cans say the launch of the insur-

ance exchanges has gone very or 
extremely well, the number who 
think it has gone at least some-
what well has improved from 12 
percent in December to 26 per-
cent now. The exchanges offer 
subsidized private coverage to 
people without  plans on the job.

Of those who said they or some-
one in their household tried sign-
ing up for coverage, 59 percent 
said there were problems.

Repealing the health care law 
is the rallying cry of Republicans 
running to capture control of the 
Senate in the fall congressional 
elections. The Republican-led 
House  already has voted more 
than 50 times to repeal, defund or 
scale back “Obamacare,” but has 
been stymied in its crusade by 
Democrats running the Senate.

Thursday, five Democratic 
senators and one independent — 
three facing re-election — intro-
duced a package of changes to the 
law that seems calibrated to pub-
lic sentiment. One of their major 
proposals would spare companies 
with fewer than 100 employees 
from a requirement to provide 
coverage to their workers. The 
current cutoff is 50.

  The AP-GfK Poll was conduct-
ed March 20-24 using Knowledge-
Panel, GfK’s probability-based 
online panel designed to be rep-
resentative of the U.S. population. 
It involved online interviews with 
1,012 adults and has a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus 
3.4 percentage points for all 
respondents. 

Poll: Obama health law 
failing to gain support

Obama seeks quick
end to NSA phone 
records program

 BY EILEEN SULLIVAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Presi-
dent Barack Obama has asked 
Congress to end quickly the 
government’s bulk collection of 
Americans’ phone records, which 
could be a big ask for lawmak-
ers who don’t often move quickly 
without a looming deadline.

Responding to public outrage 
over the National Security Agen-
cy program, the Obama adminis-
tration on Thursday came up with 
a new program that it says would 
address privacy concerns and 
would preserve the government’s 
ability to fight terrorism.

Under the proposal, Congress 
has three months to draft and pass 
a measure to end the bulk collec-
tion program. The Obama ad-
ministration has asked the court 
to reauthorize that collection for 
another three months  while law-
makers consider an alternative. 
Under the current system, the 
government gets court approval 
every three months to collect all 
call records from certain phone 
companies daily.

The real looming deadline 
for action is June 1, 2015. That’s 
when the section of a law that has 
been used to authorize the pro-
gram is set to expire. The Obama 
administration could continue to 
seek court approval to collect the 
phone records five more times 
before the law expires.

Obama could have ended the 
bulk collection program now, said 

Sen. Patrick Leahy, Democratic 
chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee and a proponent of chang-
ing NSA surveillance programs. 
The administration said it sought 
reauthorization for another 90 
days to maintain its counterter-
rorism capabilities until a new
program was in place.

Congress has been debat-
ing what to do about this once-
 classified program since last 
June, when former NSA systems
analyst Edward Snowden re-
vealed details about the massive 
surveillance operation. Dozens of
bills have been introduced, and
the issue has caused divisions 
even within political parties.

Finding consensus on how 
to change the program could 
take most, if not all, of the 430 
days that Congress actually has. 
During that time period, many
members of Congress are up
for re- election, and the primary 
campaign for the next presiden-
tial race will be underway.

Until now, many thought Con-
gress would most likely let the
phone records collection program
expire next year.

“I think that the administra-
tion was under the gun to come 
up with something that might sat-
isfy those who want to see the end
of the program, such that they 
could avoid that result in 2015,” 
said Kevin Bankston of the New 
America Foundation, a nonparti-
san think tank. 

 House  OKs bill to stop 
cut to Medicare docs

 WASHINGTON  — Legislation 
to give doctors a yearlong re-
prieve from a looming 24 percent 
cut in their payments from Medi-
care overcame turbulence in the 
House on Thursday and appears 
on track to clear the Senate next 
week, possibly just hours before a 
Monday midnight deadline.

The bill passed the House 
Thursday on a surprise voice vote 
after an hour-long delay signaled 
GOP leaders were having difficul-
ty mustering the two-thirds vote 
to pass the bill under fast-track 
procedures. Prominent Demo-
crats withheld support, as did a 
host of rank and file Republicans, 
which led top leaders in both par-
ties to call off a roll call vote and 

to ease the measure through with
a wink and a nod.

The vote was engineered by Ma-
jority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., 
with cooperation from top Demo-
crats, particularly Minority Lead-
er Nancy Pelosi of California.

It came after several leading
Democrats weighed in against
the bill, which would “patch” 
the Medicare fee system for 12 
months. They complained that
the temporary measure would 
set back efforts to find a perma-
nent fix for the program’s flawed 
Medicare payment formula,
which has bedeviled lawmakers
for more than a decade. There 
is widespread support for legis-
lation to permanently solve the
problem, but no agreement on
how to pay for it.
 From The Associated Press

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

 President Barack Obama signs the Affordable Care Act in the East Room of the White House in 
Washington on March 23, 2010. 

Obama: More than 6M 
signed up for coverage

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — President 
Barack Obama’s heath care 
overhaul, back on track after 
a stumbling start, has reached 
a milestone, with more than 6 
million Americans signed up 
for coverage through new in-
surance markets.

The announcement Thurs-
day — four days before open 
enrollment season ends Mon-
day — fulfills a revised goal 
set by the Congressional Bud-
get Office and embraced by the 
White House, which has been 
working vigorously to imple-
ment Obama’s most significant 
first term achievement.

Achieving the 6 million level 

was a relief to congressional 
Democrats, who passed the 
measure. The law remains 
unpopular with the American 
public, and Republicans are 
making its repeal their rally-
ing cry in the upcoming No-
vember elections.

Like much else about 
Obama’s health care law, the 6 
million level comes with a ca-
veat: The administration has 
yet to announce how many con-
sumers actually closed the deal 
by paying their first month’s 
premium. Some independent 
estimates are that as many as 
10 percent to 20 percent have 
not paid, which would bring 
the total enrollment to between 
5 million and 6 million people. 
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WASHINGTON  — Seeking 
stiffer penalties against Moscow, 
a group of senators called on 
President Barack Obama Thurs-
day to respond more forcefully 
to the incursion into the Crimean 
Peninsula by terminating the re-
mainder of a $1 billion contract to 
buy helicopters from Russia.

Dozens of members of Con-
gress have long pushed for the 
end of the Pentagon’s contract 
with Russia’s arms export agen-
cy, Rosoboronexport. Russia’s 

“illegal invasion of Ukraine and 
annexation of Crimea” provides 
an even broader reason to kill the 
deal, 10 senators wrote in a letter 
to Obama.

The eight Republicans and two 
Democrats also want Obama to 
impose sanctions banning any 
future U.S. business with Roso-
boronexport. They describe the 
export agency as “unsavory” 
because it has supplied Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s mili-
tary forces with arms and ammu-
nition that have been used against 
Syrian civilians.

“Rosoboronexport is an arm 

of the Russian government and 
a powerful instrument of (Rus-
sian President) Vladimir Putin’s 
increasingly belligerent foreign 
policy, and it handles more than 
80 percent of Russia’s weapons 
exports,” the senators wrote.

By obstructing Rosoboronex-
port’s business, “we would 
increase the costs of Putin’s ag-
gression,” the letter said. The 
senators said ending the contract 
would limit the income corrupt 
Russian officials earn by skim-
ming the profits of arms deals.

The Pentagon is buying the 
Mi-17 transport helicopters for 

Afghanistan’s national security 
forces. About two dozen remain 
to be delivered of 63 helicopters 
ordered, according to the sena-
tors’ letter.

While acknowledging Rosobo-
ronexport’s arms sales to Syria 
are deplorable, U.S. military of-
ficials have defended the Mi-17 
contract. They’ve maintained the 
Russian helicopter is ideally suit-
ed for the Afghans, who are re-
building their air force and need 
a reliable and easy-to-operate 
helicopter for transporting troops 
throughout the country.

The Pentagon and the Army of-

fice in Huntsville, Ala., that man-
ages the contract did not respond 
to questions The Associated
Press sent earlier this week about
the contract’s terms and whether
military officials have considered
cancelling it due to the crisis in 
the Crimean Peninsula.

Two Republican senators who 
signed the letter, John Cornyn of 
Texas and Dan Coats of Indiana,
had wanted to use the Ukrainian
aid bill as the vehicle for termi-
nating the Mi-17 contract and
sanctioning Rosoboronexport.
But an amendment to the bill they 
drafted has yet to be considered. 

Senators urge end of deal for Russian helos

Senate panel vote 
on CIA study delayed

 BY DAVID LIGHTMAN 
AND JONATHAN S. LANDAY
McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Intelligence Committee Demo-
crats, locked in an unprecedented 
power struggle with the CIA, 
have added substantially to the 
material they want made public 
from their study of the agency’s 
use of waterboarding and other 
harsh interrogation methods on 
suspected terrorists, committee 
chairwoman Dianne Feinstein, 
D-Calif., said Thursday.

“It has been expanded,” she 
told McClatchy.

Feinstein did not say what had 
been added, but others said the 
expansion added 100 pages to 
what originally was the study’s 
300-page executive summary. 
The expansion will delay a vote 
that Feinstein had promised by 
the end of March to send the 
document to an executive branch 
declassification review.

That would be the final step in 
the process of releasing the ex-
ecutive summary of the four-year 
investigation into the detention-
and-interrogation program. The 

full report, which cost $40 million 
and runs in excess of 6,300 pages, 
likely won’t ever be released. The 
panel completed work on the re-
port in December 2012.

Feinstein said the declassifica-
tion vote now likely will be April 
3.

“The reason for the delay is a 
couple of members wanted more 
time to go over the material,” she 
said.

Feinstein and several other 
committee members said that 
the addition of new material to 
the executive summary has been 
completed, though Sen. Saxby 
Chambliss of Georgia, the com-
mittee’s top Republican, said 
“it’s been a constant product in 
motion.”

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
agreed more time was needed 
to read the revamped version. 
After all, she said, “It’s a work in 
progress.”

Sen. Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Va., 
said the holdup is partly because 
some members want more time 
to read the report, and partly be-
cause some Republicans “object 
to everything.” 

GSA official fired after 
Nev. conference reinstated

 BY LISA REIN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Gen-
eral Services Administration has 
been ordered to reinstate a senior 
executive who was fired after a 
spending scandal revealed a cul-
ture of excess at the agency.

James Weller, a retired Army 
colonel who was in charge of fed-
eral buildings for GSA’s South-
west region, lost his job in 2012 
amid revelations that a Las Vegas 
“training” conference was little 
more than an extravagant junket 
for 300 employees.

But a Merit Systems Protection 
Board judge ruled that GSA of-
ficials failed to prove that Weller, 
60, was guilty of misconduct. 
While he attended the four-day 

Western Regions conference in 
2010 and flew to Las Vegas for 
one of eight dry runs to plan it, 
he was not involved in the plan-
ning nor aware that taxpayers 
paid $823,000 for the event, the 
judge ruled. He awarded Weller 
19 months of back pay.

“Outside of his appearance at 
the final ‘dry run’ meeting, the 
appellant possessed no knowl-
edge regarding the [planning 
meetings] until well after the fact, 
and thus was not in a position to 
contest or otherwise limit the 
travel costs associated with their 
frequency and composition,” Ad-
ministrative Judge Ronald Weiss 
wrote in a 38-page decision re-
leased in March. 

Feds, others still probe NJ traffic-jam plot
 BY ANGELA DELLI SANTI

The Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J.  — Investiga-
tions led by federal authorities 
and New Jersey legislators are 
continuing to delve into a traffic-
blocking operation near a major 
bridge, even as Gov. Chris Chris-
tie’s own probe has concluded that 
he was not involved in the plot.

Politically connected New York 
lawyer Randy Mastro released 
a report exonerating Christie on 
Thursday, 10 weeks after the Re-
publican governor’s office com-
missioned his firm to conduct an 
internal review. The two other in-
vestigations are looming.

The U.S. attorney’s office 
launched a criminal investigation 
into the scheme, which created 
gridlock in Fort Lee, the town at 
the base of the George Washing-
ton Bridge, to retaliate against 
its Democratic mayor for an un-
known transgression. A parallel 
investigation by a state legislative 
panel is trying to find out how 
high up Christie’s chain of com-

mand the order to shut traffic 
lanes went, and why. Federal in-
vestigators are also looking into 
an allegation that Christie cabi-
net members threatened to with-
hold Superstorm Sandy recovery 
funds from a flooded city if the 
mayor did not approve a favored 
redevelopment project.

Mastro’s taxpayer-funded re-
port concluded “there is not a 
shred of evidence” the governor 
knew what aides Bridget Kelly in 
the governor’s office and David 
Wildstein at the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey, 
the agency that runs the bridge, 
were plotting. The report pins 
blame for the plot on Kelly and 
Wildstein — as Christie had done 
previously — and says a political 
motive is apparent. The report 
also concluded that allegations by 
Hoboken Mayor Dawn Zimmer 
that Sandy aid was being held 
hostage to a redevelopment deal 
are “demonstrably false.”

Democrats immediately blasted 
the findings, with the party’s na-
tional committee calling the report 

“nothing more than an expensive
sham.” New Jersey state Sen. Lo-
retta Weinberg, co- chairwoman 
of the legislative committee in-
vestigating the same issues, said 
it “raises more questions than an-
swers.” Zimmer called the report
“sadly predictable” and a “one-
sided whitewash.”

Though Mastro defended the
validity of the report at the outset 
of an hourlong news conference 
carried live on national televi-
sion, he was asked to explain how 
a lawyer commissioned by the
governor could produce an unbi-
ased report on the governor and
his staff.

Mastro, who identified himself 
as a Democrat, also was quizzed
about his ties to his ex-boss, for-
mer New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani, who has been one of
Christie’s staunchest defenders
on Sunday talk shows since the 
scandal broke in January. In ad-
dition, Democrats questioned the
thoroughness of any review com-
pleted without cooperation from 
the key players involved. 

IDA MAE ASTUTE, ABC/AP

 ABC News’ Diane Sawyer speaks  with New Jersey Governor Chris Christie at his home Thursday in 
Mendham, N.J. 
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The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — The barge operator
that spilled nearly 170,000 gallons of tar-
like oil into the Houston Ship Channel, 
closing one of the nation’s busiest seaports
for several days, will be fined by Texas
regulators regardless of the outcome of 
state and federal investigations.

Investigators are still trying to pinpoint
the cause of last weekend’s accident in-
volving a barge owned by Houston-based 
Kirby Inland Marine Corp., but Texas law 
considers the company carrying the oil a
responsible party, said Greg Pollock, dep-
uty director for the Texas General Land 
Office’s oil spill response division.

“What that will be now I can’t say be-
cause we don’t have a closed case,” Pollock 
said.

It won’t be the first fine for the company,
which has paid more than $51,000 for at
least 77 spills since 2008, most of which
were minor incidents.

 The March 22 accident closed the main 
artery linking the 
area’s busy ports
with the larg-
est petrochemi-
cal complex in
the country. The
channel in Texas
City, about 45
miles southeast of
Houston, typically
handles about 70
ships and 300 to
400 tugboats and
barges a day and 
sees more than

200 million tons of cargo move through
each year.

The channel wasn’t fully reopened until
late Thursday. At its height, the closure
stranded some 100 vessels.

“As long as the weather holds up, we can
get caught up in a couple days,” said Capt.
Clint Winegar, of the Houston Pilots, an as-
sociation of sea pilots.

The Coast Guard is investigating the 
accident with an assist from the National 
Transportation Safety Board, said Cmdr. 
Gary Messmer, the Coast Guard’s chief
of prevention for the Houston-Galveston 
sector. He noted that investigators were
reviewing communications recordings be-
tween ships and doing interviews.

But what is known is that two barges 
and a towboat were leaving Texas City and
heading for the Intracoastal Waterway,
which is designed exclusively for barg-
es, while an inbound ship was traveling 
through the Houston Ship Channel. The
collision occurred when the barges made 
a left turn to enter the Intracoastal Water-
way and were crossing the ship channel.

It is unclear whether the barge hit the 
ship or the other way around, Messmer
said.

The Coast Guard has given no timeline
on when its investigation might be finished,
and NTSB spokesman Peter Knudson said
he didn’t know how long his agents would
be on the scene.

Experts say not to expect a conclusion 
soon.

“Sometimes it can take years. Some-
times they can do it a lot quicker,” said Jim
Crawford, a retired Coast Guard officer
now with Ohio-based Introtech, which re-
constructs accidents. “It just depends on 
the workload and the amount of personnel
that they have and the complications they
face.” 

 BY MANUEL VALDES 
AND MATT VOLZ

The Associated Press

DARRINGTON, Wash. — There is only 
one way searchers are narrowing the list 
of 90 people still missing seven days after a 
landslide obliterated the mountain commu-
nity of Oso: by digging.

There are no more phone calls being 
made out of the Snohomish County Emer-
gency Operations Center to determine 
whether some on the list were away and just 
haven’t checked in since  the March 22 slide, 
and there are no house checks in nearby 
neighborhoods to see if someone might have 
been missed.

Authorities said Friday morning the 
death toll remained at 17, with additional 
bodies located but not counted, after pre-
paring the public for a significant spike in 
reported fatalities.

Snohomish County District 21 Fire Chief 
Travis Hots said confirmation first must 
come from the medical examiner’s office, 
which is going through the slow process of 
identifying the bodies, and new information 
will be released Friday evening.

“We understand there has been confu-
sion over the reported number of fatalities,” 
Hots said Thursday night in a statement. 
“This has been a challenging process for all 
of us.” He continued to insist the searchers 
might still find survivors, though that belief 
appeared to be waning.

“I want to brace everybody that the 
chance is very slim,” Hots said. “But we 
haven’t given up.”

The possibility that dozens more people 
could be buried in the debris pile besides 
the bodies already found has the potential 
to place Oso, with a total population of about 
180, among the worst tragedies in Washing-
ton state history.

The 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens 
killed 57 people, and a 1910 avalanche near 
Stevens Pass swept away two trains and 
killed 96.

“We do know this could end up being the 
largest mass loss of Washingtonians,” Gov. 
Jay Inslee said Thursday. “We’re looking 
for miracles to occur.”

Besides the 90 missing, authorities are 

checking into 35 other people who may or 
may not have been in the area at the time of 
the slide. A group of people with the county 
emergency operations center is now making 
calls to eliminate that more speculative list, 
said Marybeth O’Leary, a spokeswoman for 
the emergency operations center.

“They are names that are not complete 
names,” she said. “They’re things like, ‘I 
work with a guy named Bill. He didn’t show 
up to work today.’ ”

The governor has asked for more federal 
assistance, saying $4.5 million was expected 
to be spent on the response to the mudslide. 
Inslee’s request was to expand Monday’s 
federal emergency declaration that provid-

ed response teams and equipment.
Rain fell on the searchers Thursday, but 

the water levels on the eastern side of the 
slide area receded and uncovered flattened 
homes and crushed cars that previously had 
been inaccessible. An inch more was in the 
forecast for Friday.

Boats searched the area with dogs and 
crews inserted underwater cameras into 
vehicles to see if anybody was inside. Exca-
vators pulled one car out of the muck, but it 
was unclear if they had discovered anybody 
inside.

The searchers walked on plywood path-
ways to keep from sinking into the suck-
ing slurry. The moisture made the already 
treacherous surface even more unstable for 
workers exhausted after days of searching.

“If you could imagine houses, trees and 
a bunch of mud put in a blender, run for a 
bit and dumped back on the ground, that’s 
what it looks like,” said Washington Nation-
al Guard Master Sgt. Chris Martin.

It’s not only the people who are showing 
signs of strain. The dogs leading searchers 
to possible human remains can sense stress, 
incident spokesman Bob Calkins said. They 
also can become bored by the repetition, 
and their handlers must take them away 
from the work area for a time, he said

“The real key is for the handlers to stay 
positive because stress on the part of the 
handlers goes right down the leash to the 
dogs,” Calkins said.

The county medical examiner’s office 
has so far formally identified five victims: 
Christina Jefferds, 45, of Arlington; Ste-
phen A. Neal, 55, of Darrington; Linda L. 
McPherson, 69, of Arlington; Kaylee B. 
Spillers, 5, of Arlington; and William E. 
Welsh, 66, of Arlington.

The body of Jefferds’ granddaughter, 
4-month-old Sanoah Huestis, was found 
Thursday, said Dale Petersen, the girl’s 
great-uncle.

Petersen said he arrived on the scene to 
help look for survivors to find that work had 
stopped. A firefighter informed him and 
others that the infant had been found, Pe-
tersen said. 

Five people injured by the mudslide re-
main in a Seattle hospital, including a 5-
month-old boy in critical condition. 

TED S. WARREN/AP

A search-and-rescue worker carrying 
a probe wades through water covering 
Washington Highway 530 on Thursday .

MARK MULLIGAN, THE (EVERETT, WASH.) HERALD/AP

A searcher walks amidst a massive pile of debris at the scene of the deadly mudslide  in Oso, Wash. 

Searchers rely solely on digging

Investigation 
far from over in 
Houston oil spill

‘ Sometimes 
it can take 
years. 
Sometimes 
they can do it 
a lot quicker. ’

Jim Crawford
retired Coast Guard 

officer

Rescuers try to narrow list of missing after mudslide; death toll remains at 17
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The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas  — Dr. Lester 
Minto knows he won’t be able to 
reopen his clinic after a federal 
appeals court upheld tough new 
abortion restrictions in Texas. But 
he insists he won’t be silenced.

Minto has been providing abor-
tions for three decades, but he 
closed his clinic near the Mexico 
border earlier this month because 
of a law that imposes some of the 
nation’s strictest limitations on 
the procedure. The law, which 
was overwhelmingly approved 
last summer by the Republican-
controlled Texas Legislature, has 
helped force numerous clinics to 
close.

“I’m not down and out,” Minto 
said Thursday, shortly after the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld the law. “I just can’t fight 
in the open.”

A lower court judge initially 
ruled that parts of the law were 
unconstitutional and served no 
medical purpose, but the 5th Cir-
cuit allowed some regulations to 

remain in effect while it mulled 
the appeal. On Thursday, the ap-
peals court ruled that the law “on 
its face does not impose an undue 
burden on the life and health of a 
woman.”

The case, however, will likely 
end up at the U.S. Supreme Court.

Restrictions already in effect 
require abortion doctors to have 
admitting privileges at a nearby 
hospital and place strict limits on 
physicians prescribing abortion-
inducing pills. But other facets of 
the omnibus law won’t take effect 
until this fall, meaning some of 
the 24 abortion clinics still open in 
Texas  also could close.

So far, the regulations have 
helped force at least 19 clinics to 
close statewide, including Minto’s 
in Harlingen.

But the doctor has kept his 
clinic’s phone line active. He said 
a recent check found messages 
from five women, including a 12-
year-old girl who he said had been 
raped traveling through Mexico 
and illegally crossed into the U.S.

“So she can’t go up north,” he 
said, referring to the nearest still-
open clinics in Corpus Christi and 

San Antonio that would require 
passing through inland Border Pa-
trol highway checkpoints. “She’s 
forced to carry this pregnancy be-
cause of these laws.” 

Planned Parenthood had filed 
the lawsuit seeking to block part 
of the law. On Thursday, the or-
ganization said the appeals court 
ruling meant that “safe and legal 
abortion will continue to be virtu-
ally impossible for thousands of 
Texas women to access.” 

In passing the restrictions, state 
lawmakers argued they were pro-
tecting women’s health. But critics 
called the measures an attempt to 
effectively ban abortion in Texas 
through overregulation. Law op-
ponents argued that many abor-
tion doctors didn’t have admitting 
privileges and that limiting when 
and where they could prescribe 
abortion-inducing pills would dis-
courage women from choosing 
that option.

Other aspects of the new rules, 
including a requirement that all 
procedures take place in a surgi-
cal facility, are set to begin in Sep-
tember. Those elements also may 
be challenged in court. 

 The Associated Press

MISSOULA, Mont.  — The
defendant’s tears notwithstand-
ing, a federal judge cited a lack of 
remorse as he sentenced a Mon-
tana woman to more than three 
decades in prison for pushing her 
newlywed husband to his death in
Glacier National Park.

 Jordan Linn Graham, 22, took
the stand Thursday during her
sentencing hearing to offer a tear-
ful apology to the family of Cody
Johnson, 25, who died just eight
days after their marriage last sum-
mer. But U.S. District Judge Don-
ald Molloy appeared unmoved.

He indicated he had continuing 
doubts about her honesty and said 
he was “waiting for Ms. Graham 
to say she was sorry for killing
Cody,” KGVO-AM reported.

“There’s only one person in this
room that knows what happened, 
and I don’t think she’s been entire-
ly truthful about what happened,” 
Molloy said.

Graham was sentenced to 30
years and five months in prison
without the possibility of parole
and ordered to pay $16,910 in
restitution.

She will be subject to five years
of court supervision upon her
release.

Prosecutors had recommended 
a prison term of 50 years to life.
They said Graham lured Johnson
to the top of a 300-foot cliff in Gla-
cier park on July 7 and pushed him
over, then lied repeatedly to inves-
tigators in an attempt to cover up 
the crime.

Outside the courthouse, John-
son’s mother, Sherry Johnson,
said she felt she could now go on 
with her life.

“I do feel that I can move for-
ward with this, yes,” she said.

Sherry Johnson’s sister-in-law,
Celeste Watson, said after the 
sentencing that the family still 
doesn’t know the truth about what 
happened.

“But we have to accept what 
went on here today and move for-
ward,” Watson said, according to 
the Missoulian. 

 BY JERI CLAUSING

The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.  — 
Nearly a million jars of peanut 
butter are being dumped at a 
New Mexico landfill to expedite 
the sale of a bankrupt peanut-
processing plant that was at the 
heart of a 2012 salmonella out-
break and nationwide recall.

Bankruptcy trustee Clarke 
Coll said he had no other choice 
after Costco Wholesale refused to 
take shipment of the Sunland Inc. 
product and declined requests 
to let it be donated to food banks 
or repackaged or sold to brokers 
who provide food to institutions 
like prisons.

“We considered all options,” 
Coll said. “They didn’t agree.”

Costco officials did not return 
telephone calls 
seeking com-
ment. But court 
filings indicate 
the product was 
made with $2.8 
million worth 
of Valencia 
peanuts owned 
by Costco and 
had been sitting 
in the ware-
house since the 
company shut 
down and filed 
for bankruptcy 
last fall.

After exten-
sive testing, 
Costco agreed 
to a court order 
authorizing the 
trustee to sell it 
the peanut but-
ter. But after 
getting eight 
loads, Costco 
rejected it as 
“not merchant-

able” because of leaky peanut oil.
Coll said “all parties agreed 

there’s nothing wrong with the 
peanut butter from a health and 
safety issue,” but court records 
show that on a March 19 confer-
ence call Costco said “it would 
not agree to any disposition ... 
other than destruction.”

So instead of selling or donat-
ing the peanut butter, with a 
value estimated at $2.6 million, 
the estate is paying about $60,000 
to haul the 950,000 jars of nut 
butter — or about 25 tons — to the 
Curry County landfill in Clovis, 
where public works director Clint 
Bunch says it “will go in with our 
regular waste and covered with 
dirt.”

The last of 58 truckloads was 
expected Friday, he said.

Sunland made peanut butter 
under a number of different la-
bels for retailers  such as Costco, 
Kroger and Trader Joe’s, along 
with products under its own 
name. But the plant was shut 
down in September 2012 after its 
products were linked to 41 salmo-
nella cases in 20 states.

It later reopened for about five 
months, but shut down last Octo-
ber after the company’s Chapter 
7 bankruptcy filing. 

 BY JOHN MCCORMICK

 Bloomberg News

The U.S. recorded the most 
deaths in its history and the fewest 
births since 1998, resulting in the 
lowest population gain from natu-
ral causes in 35 years, an analysis 
of 2013 Census Bureau estimates 
released Thursday shows.

Americans remain cautious 
about having babies following the 
worst recession since the Great 
Depression, although they are 

increasingly changing residences 
again, suggesting growing confi-
dence in the economic recovery.

Those are among the findings 
from county-level data that also 
show the largest metropolitan 
areas are getting bigger as much 
of the rest of the nation sees 
slower population growth or de-
clines. Rural areas where oil and 
natural gas production is boom-
ing and Gulf Coast retirement 
conclaves are notable exceptions 
to that trend. 

If the nation returned to a 
more normal fertility rate, it 
could boost the economy by spur-
ring demand for new homes and 
goods ranging from diapers to 
furniture and cars. Rising fertil-
ity rates in states such as South 
Dakota, where unemployment is 
3.6 percent, have prompted some 
demographers and economists 
to predict a reversal of the na-
tionwide decline in fertility that 
coincided with the recession and 
its aftermath. 

AP

 Anti-abortion  advocates Cynthia Serna, left, and Rosanne Keinath gather with others as they protest 
outside a Planned Parenthood fundraiser luncheon, where actress Diane Keaton was the featured 
speaker, at the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel in San Antonio, Texas, on Monday. 

US appellate court upholds 
Texas’ limits on abortion

AP

 Jordan Linn Graham, shown 
in October,  was sentenced 
Thursday to 30 years and five 
months for killing  her husband  in 
Glacier National Park.

Bride gets 
30 years in 
husband’s 
murder

Plant dumps 
million jars of 
peanut butter  
in NM landfill

US has fewest births since 1998, census shows

950,000 
jars of 
peanut 
butter 
— about 
25 tons 
— with 
a value 
estimated 
at $2.6 
million, 
are being 
hauled to 
a Clovis, 
N.M., 
landfill at 
a cost of 
$60,000.
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  BY DONALD BRADLEY

The Kansas City (Mo.) Star

LAWRENCE, Kan. — From Indiana 
Street near the edge of the University of 
Kansas campus, you can barely see the 
top of Georgia Bell’s house.

It sits at the bottom of 26 old, steep and 
uneven concrete steps. Two city officials 
descended those steps recently to talk to 
Bell about selling her place to a Chicago 
developer.

The man has offered what seems a 
reasonable price for a one-bedroom, 
840-square-foot house built nearly a 
hundred years ago, especially consider-
ing the roof sags and leaks. She’s got a 
plywood patch in the kitchen floor, and 
the front door has no header so Bell, 91, 
crams a towel up there to block the cold 
wind.

The siding is rotting away like old 
food.

The developer’s offer: $600,000. Con-
sidering Bell and her husband gave $850 
for the house in 1946, one might think 
she saw this Chicago fellow coming. But 
after nearly a year of talk, she’s turned 
him down. She feels like she’s being 
forced out of the home where she raised 
six children. Their photos hang on the 
walls.

“I done broke the ice here and now 
they want to sweep me out,” she said. 
“I got nowhere to go and it’s like I don’t 
matter.”

Lawrence officials and the developer, 
Jim Heffernan of HERE LLC, made 
clear she can stay. No one is talking 
about forcing her out through eminent 
domain.

“We have no desire for that,” Heffer-
nan said.

His company’s plan calls for a five-
story, state-of-the-art residential and 
retail complex with 156 student housing 
units — each with an 18-foot loft ceiling. 
There will be restaurants, a rooftop gar-

den, a fitness center and swimming pool, 
all topped off with an automated robotic 
parking garage that picks up cars and 
sets them down like books on a shelf.

The whole complex will be U-shaped. 
Nestled inside the opening, like a rusty 
hood ornament to all the grandeur, will 
sit Georgia Bell’s ramshackle house — if 
she stays put.

And she’ll be trapped if she does. When 
she wants to leave now, she goes out the 
back to a parking lot because she can 
no longer get up those concrete steps in 
the front. The new complex will fill that 
parking lot with five towering stories of 
University of Kansas student life.

She’ll be stuck between a rock chalk 
and a steep place.

She may have to cave. And she can see 
the plus side of having some extra cash 
for the first time in her life.

“I only weigh 98 pounds,” she said. 
“I’d like to be a little fleshier. Maybe get 
my teeth fixed and buy a new car.”

She paused long enough for worry to 
retake her face.

“Everybody has to move on, but I got 
nothing to grab on 
to.”

Stand at the top of 
those old steps and 
look west and you’ll 
see KU’s Memo-
rial Stadium. Turn 
around, there’s two 
fraternity houses.

Down at the end of 
the block stands the 
Oread Hotel, a popu-
lar stay for campus 
visitors, especially 
those attending Jay-
hawk games. Student 
apartments, known as 
Berkeley Flats, sur-
round Georgia Bell’s 
little house. Those 
apartments are com-

ing down to make way for the project.
Connor Terrill, 23, a junior from 

Leawood with a blue mohawk haircut, 
lives behind her.

“Frankly, I don’t see how she could be 
very happy living there,” he said.

His mother, Cathy Terrill, wasn’t so 
sure, noting that Bell had been there 
nearly 70 years.

“She’s been doing it all this time,” she 
said.

 Jared Smith, 19, can see why Bell 
doesn’t want to sell.

“She’s 91 — what’s she going to do with 
all that money?” he asked. “It might not 
mean anything to her.”

Lawrence City Commissioner Bob 
Schumm pointed out that the developer’s 
offer of $600,000 is more than six times 
the current appraised value of $93,500.

But Bell hasn’t budged.
The KU students see Bell down below, 

sweeping off her patio, picking up a stray 
beer can.

She doesn’t know them. They don’t 
know her. If anything, she might be “the 
crazy old woman with a gun.”

Bell waves her 
hand at that. Yes, the 
police came one day, 
but it’s a BB gun and 
she uses it to shoot 
squirrels that try to 
get into her attic.

The students’ world 
is not hers. They go 
by with backpacks, 
headphones, iPads 
and mountain bikes. 
She grew up poor in 
Lawrence, eating a 
Sunday dinner of neck 
bones and beans. Her 
mother cooked for a 
sorority.

“I was lucky to get a 
GED,” she said.

The mother and fa-

ther she knew growing up turned out to 
be her grandparents. Her real mother — 
Bell knew her as a family acquaintance 
— didn’t come around till later. When 
she did, Bell remembers her grandmoth-
er saying: “I knew you’d want her when 
she could hold a broom.”

Bell married fairly young. What did 
her husband, Eleanor Bell, do for a 
living?

“That’s the problem,” she said. “Not 
much.”

She raised the children largely alone. 
She took in laundry, doing all the fold-
ing and ironing, darning and mending. 
She worked at a turnpike toll booth for 
a while.

“I knew my life wasn’t what it should 
be, but I didn’t know anything,” she 
said.

One son lives nearby, and the others 
are spread around. She didn’t want any 
of them to speak for a story about her 
housing situation.

“They want to stay out of it, but yet 
they’re in it,” she said. “One of them said 
to take the money and run.”

But the decision will be hers. She 
knows time is against her. She couldn’t 
even scale the steep bank to tend her for-
sythia and honeysuckle. Both are gone 
now.

 She’s a little unsteady, walks with a 
cane and uses a dolly to wheel in gro-
ceries, but she thinks she’s getting along 
OK. She drives a 1987 Pontiac Sunbird.

“I don’t have to go to somebody else to 
get me a drink of water.”

Still, Georgia Bell wonders what she 
will do if she sells and leaves this place. 
She knows they’ll knock it down as soon 
as she’s clear of the door. Where will she 
go?

“I don’t want an apartment or any 
group living,” she said. “I want to keep 
living like I am.

“I want to take my trash out.”

STANDING
HER GROUNDFor almost 70 years Georgia Bell, 91, has 

lived at 1115 Indiana Street on the edge of 
the University of Kansas campus in Lawrence. 
A proposed 5-story apartment building could 
surround her home on three sides if she 
doesn’t come to terms to sell the property.
PHOTOS BY KEITH MYERS, THE KANSAS CITY (MO.) STAR/MCT

NATION

91-year-old woman continues to resist Kansas developer’s $600,000 offer on her $93,500 house
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UKRAINE UNREST

 BY JIM HEINTZ

The Associated Press

MOSCOW  — Russia’s foreign 
ministry on Friday alleged that 
ethnic minorities in Ukraine are 
living in fear after the ouster of 
the country’s president and the 
coming to power of interim au-
thorities that include right-wing 
nationalists.

The statement by the ministry 
was in line with Russia’s frequent 
contention that Ukraine’s large 
ethnic Russian community faces 
repression under the new govern-
ment that Moscow characterizes 
as fascist.

The ministry statement raises 
the stakes on the issue, saying 
that ethnic Germans, Hungar-
ians and Czechs in Ukraine also 
feel themselves in peril.

“They are unsettled by the un-
stable political situation in the 
country and are seriously afraid 
for their lives,” the statement said, 
without citing specific incidents.

Russia has brought large num-
bers of troops to areas near the 
Ukrainian border and speculation 
is strong that Moscow could use 

protection of ethnic Russians as 
a pretext for a military incursion.

Tensions between Ukraine’s 
ethnic Russians and Ukrainian-
speakers continue to plague the 
country in the wake of the ouster 
of President Viktor Yanukovych, 
who fled to Russia in February 
after months of protests against 
him.

The Crimea region, where 
ethnic Russians are a majority, 
voted this month to secede from 
Ukraine and Russia has formally 
annexed the Black Sea peninsula, 
a move that Western countries 
have denounced as illegitimate. 
Talk percolates of similar refer-
enda in other regions with large 
Russian populations, although 
none has been scheduled.

Yanukovych on Friday issued 
a statement calling for an “all-
Ukrainian referendum” to de-
termine the status of Ukraine’s 
regions, according to Russian 
news reports. The reports did 
not specify if he envisioned refer-
enda in each region or a national 
vote, nor did he say what actually 
should be voted on.

Proposals have been floated 
by Russia and some politicians 
to federalize Ukraine — giving
the regions more autonomy. The 
interim authorities reject such a 
move.

Yanukovych’s biggest rival,
former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, attacked the state-
ment, accusing Yanukovych of
being “a tool aimed at destroying 
the independence of Ukraine.”

Also on Friday, Russia’s presi-
dent said Ukraine could regain 
some arms and equipment of mil-
itary units in Crimea that did not
switch their loyalty to Russia.

Russian forces took control of 
Ukrainian military installations 
in Crimea this month after Rus-
sia formally annexed the Black
Sea peninsula. Some Ukrainian
servicemen reportedly joined 
Russian forces, while others
withdrew.

Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu on Friday told
President Vladimir Putin that
the Ukrainian withdrawal from
Crimea is complete, Russian 
news agencies reported. 

Russia official: Ethnic minorities
in Ukraine fearing for their lives

Ukrainian dolphins, if they exist, are unlikely to be helpful to Russia
 BY BRIAN FUNG

The Washington Post

You know those combat dol-
phins Russia reportedly captured 
from the Ukrainian military? 
If they’ve been seized, Moscow 
shouldn’t expect them to cooper-
ate, according to a former Ukrai-
nian defense minister.

The Kremlin has plans to use 
the cetaceans, said to have been 
captured during the invasion of 
Crimea, for its own military op-
erations, according to a widely 
circulated report by Russian state 

media Wednesday. The report 
took off on the Internet, but so far, 
nobody — not even the Ukrainian 
military — has been able to inde-
pendently verify the claim.

News of dolphin prisoners has 
not reached Kiev, where there 
has been little news about the fu-
ture of the thousands of Ukraini-
an military personnel in Crimea. 
Russia cut communications to the 
region early on in its takeover, 
and local Ukrainian forces have 
been reduced to using cellphones 
to communicate with Kiev.

Vladislav Seleznyov, a spokes-

man for the Ukrainian military, 
said reporters have been calling 
him about the plight of the dol-
phins. It’s true there’s a dolphi-
narium in Sevastopol that, in the 
past, has been used for military 
purposes, he said. But in recent 
years it has been used to provide 
therapy for children and medical 
patients.

“In my opinion, dolphins are 
not a military asset,” he said.

Dolphin units were established 
by the Soviet Union as early as 
the 1960s, during a Cold War-
era flipper race with the United 

States. The U.S. Navy still has its 
dolphins; Washington had them 
on standby in the run-up to the 
Iraq War to detect mines and 
other objects in the Persian Gulf.

But Ukraine’s dolphin unit 
had fallen apart in recent years 
because of lack of financing and 
attention, just like the rest of 
the military, Yevhen Marchuk, 
the former Ukrainian defense 
minister and army general, said 
Thursday.

Ukraine sold off several of its 
dolphins to Iran more than 10 
years ago, along with a handful of 

sea lions and walruses, because
it couldn’t afford to feed the ani-
mals, according to a 2010 BBC
report. The lack of tourists in the
wintertime meant there was no
money for fish or nutritional sup-
plements, the dolphins’ trainer,
Boris Zhurid, told the BBC.

If Russia had taken the dol-
phins prisoner, said Marchuk, it’s
doubtful they would help the Rus-
sians with intelligence.

“Dolphins get used to the peo-
ple they work with,” he said. “It’s
not so easy for them to change 
allegiance.” 

 BY SHANE HARRIS 
AND YOCHI DREAZEN

Foreign Policy

WASHINGTON — American 
intelligence agencies have told 
Obama administration officials 
and key congressional staffers 
that there is mounting evidence 
that Russia is putting the pieces 
into place for an invasion of east-
ern Ukraine, and that the pos-
sibility of an imminent assault 
cannot be ruled out, according to 
people with direct knowledge of 
the matter.

The numbers of troops near 
Russia’s border with Ukraine 
have been steadily increasing 
since Russian forces conquered 
Crimea in February. And near 
Ukraine’s eastern border, troops 
are reportedly being supplied 
with food and medical supplies, 
which they would need in the 
event of further operations — a 
development that U.S. intelligence 
agencies have noted with alarm. 
On Capitol Hill, U.S. spy agencies 
have given Congress increasingly 
dire assessments of the Russian 
activity and indicated that the 
likelihood of an invasion is rapid-
ly growing, according to a partici-
pant in the discussions who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to 
discuss classified information.

Still, the intelligence officials 
have been careful not to offer a 
definitive conclusion that Mos-
cow will invade or to predict the 
precise timing of a Russian mili-
tary operation in Ukraine. As-
sessing the intentions of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has 
been hampered by the fact that 
the U.S. has alarmingly little in 
the way of signals intelligence, or 
intercepted communications, that 
would indicate that he had decid-
ed to invade or when a strike was 
scheduled to start, one official 
said. Despite the tens of billions 
of dollars given to the intelligence 
community each year, the United 
States also has no real-time video 

footage coming from drones in 
the region and is relying largely 
on still photos from satellites, an-
other official said.

Further Russian aggression 
against Ukraine has seemed a 
distinct possibility since forces 
stormed into Crimea and took 
control of the peninsula and then 
moved to seize Ukrainian mili-
tary bases in the region, facing 
practically no resistance. U.S. of-
ficials have become increasingly 
concerned about a potential dom-
ino effect in the region should 
Russian actions against NATO 
member countries force the alli-
ance to enter the conflict.

“Our concern is that Russia 
won’t stop [in Crimea],” NATO 
Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen told Foreign Policy 
in an interview last week. “There 
is a clear risk that Russia will go 
beyond Crimea and the next goal 
will be the eastern provinces 
of Ukraine.” President Barack 
Obama has used a trip to Europe 
this week to warn Putin in in-
creasingly strong language not to 
invade eastern Ukraine.

Independent reporting from the 
region bolsters the intelligence 
community’s assessment that Rus-
sia was assembling the necessary 
troops and military resources to 
invade if Putin gives the order.

On Thursday, Voice of America 
reported that the Russian mili-
tary had established a field hos-
pital in the Bryansk region, about 
12 miles from the Russia-Ukraine 
border, and that train cars have 
been arriving near the border 
with troop supplies. That could 
mean that Russian forces are just 
settling in for a long stay — troops 
in the field need to be fed, clothed, 
and tended to when they get sick 
— without preparing a strike.

However, two officials said that 
the intelligence warnings have 
taken on a more alarming tone 
in part because the CIA failed to 
predict Putin’s Crimea invasion. 

US agencies say 
Russia could be 
planning attack

ALEXEI DRUZHININ  RIA-NOVOSTI/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin  shakes hands Friday at the presentation ceremony of the top military 
brass in the Kremlin in Moscow .
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BY JAMES KIMBER
Stars and Stripes

The Navy is sending a second 
P-8A Poseidon to Perth, Australia, 
to support the search efforts of the 
Malaysia Airlines jet that  disap-
peared nearly three weeks ago.

The aircraft was scheduled to 
leave Okinawa on Friday to join 
the multinational effort to find 
MH370 and its 239 passengers 
and crewmembers, according to 
Cmdr. William Marks, 7th Fleet 
spokesman.

Additionally, Marks said the 
P-3 Orion operating out of Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, will be sent 
back to Okinawa to resume regu-
lar operations. The Orion was the 
first U.S. asset to arrive for the 
search efforts.

“It’s critical to continue search-
ing for debris so we can reverse-
forecast the wind, current and 
sea state since March 8th to rec-
reate the position where MH370 
possibly went into the water. 
We’ve got to get this initial posi-
tion right prior to deploying the 
Towed Pinger Locator since the 
MH370’s black box has a limited 
battery life and we can’t afford to 
lose time searching in the wrong 
area,” said Cmdr. Tom Money-
maker, 7th Fleet oceanographer, 
in a Navy release Thursday.

The order to send a second 
Poseidon highlights this critical 
need as more objects that may or 
may not be pieces of MH370 con-
tinue to appear on satellite imag-
ery and the 30-day countdown 
for MH370’s black box battery 

winds down. On Friday, officials 
changed search area based on 
new information.

“We’re not searching for a nee-
dle in a haystack — we’re still try-
ing to define where the haystack 
is,” Australia’s deputy defense 
chief, Air Marshal Mark Binskin, 
told reporters at a military base 
in Perth, Australia, on Tuesday.

As it stands, the Navy’s Posei-
don and the soon-to-depart Orion 
had flown 16 missions, flying 

more than 150 flight hours over
220,000 square nautical miles.
Despite the presence of the all-
weather patrol aircraft typically
used for hunting submarines,
Navy officials said bad weather
including strong currents and
icing halted the search Thursday.
It was the second time in a week
the search efforts were suspend-
ed because of weather. .
kimber.james@stripes.com
@james_kimber
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WORLD

 BY ROB GRIFFITH 
AND GILLIAN WONG

The Associated Press

PERTH, Australia  — Austra-
lian officials moved the search 
area for the lost Malaysian jet-
liner  680 miles  to the northeast 
Friday following a new analysis 
of radar data, and planes quickly 
found multiple objects in the new 
zone.

Five out of 10 aircraft hunting 
for Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 
found objects of various colors 
Friday, the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority said. It said it 
was not clear whether the objects 
were from the plane, and pho-
tos of them would be analyzed 
overnight.

AMSA said the items included 
two rectangular objects that were 
blue and grey — among the col-
ors of the missing plane. A Chi-
nese patrol ship in the area will 
attempt to locate the objects on 
Saturday, it said.

The three-week hunt for the 
jet has been filled with possible 
sightings, with hundreds of ob-
jects identified by satellite and 

others by plane, but so far not a 
single piece of debris has been 
confirmed.

Australian officials said they 
turned away from the old search 
area, which they had combed for 
a week, because a new analysis of 
radar data suggests the plane had 
flown faster and therefore ran out 
of fuel more quickly than previ-
ously estimated. The new area 
is closer to land and has calmer 
weather than the old one, which 
will make searching easier.

 The radar data that was re-
analyzed was received soon after 
Flight 370 lost communications 
and veered from its scheduled 
path March 8. The Beijing-bound 
flight carrying 239 people turned 
around soon after taking off from 
Kuala Lumpur, flew west toward 
the Strait of Malacca and disap-
peared from radar.

The search area has changed 
several times since the plane 
vanished as experts analyzed a 
frustratingly small amount of 
data from the aircraft, including 
the radar signals and “pings” that 
a satellite picked up for several 
hours after radar and voice con-

tact was lost.
The latest analysis indicated

the aircraft was traveling faster 
than previously estimated, re-
sulting in increased fuel use and 
reducing the possible distance
it could have flown before going
down in the Indian Ocean. Just 
as a car loses gas efficiency when
driving at high speeds, a plane
will get less out of a tank of fuel
when it flies faster.

Malaysia’s civil aviation chief,
Azharuddin Abdul Rahman, told 
reporters in Kuala Lumpur that 
personnel at Boeing Co. in Seattle
had helped with the analysis of
the flight.

Planes and ships had spent a
week searching about 1,550 miles
southwest of Perth, Australia, the
base for the search. Now they are 
searching about 1,150 miles west
of the city.

“This is our best estimate of the 
area in which the aircraft is likely 
to have crashed into the ocean,”
Martin Dolan, chief commission-
er of the Australian Transport 
Safety Bureau, said at a news 
conference in Canberra. 

New area turns up objects 
in search for Malaysia jet

Obama meets Saudi king, 
considers new Syrian aid

 BY JULIE PACE
 AND JIM KUHNHENN

The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — 
President Barack Obama is con-
sidering allowing shipments of 
new air defense systems to the 
Syrian opposition, a U.S. official 
said Friday, as Obama sought to 
reassure Saudi Arabia’s king that 
the U.S. is not taking too soft a 
stance in Syria and other Mideast 
conflicts.

A key U.S. ally, Saudi Arabia 
would be likely to cheer a deci-
sion by Obama to allow the porta-
ble missile launchers into Syria. 
Saudi officials were dismayed 
when Obama scrapped plans last 
year to launch a strike against 
Syrian President Bashar Assad, 
and they have been pressing the 
White House on the issue. The 
Saudis could play a direct role in 
sending the systems, known as 
“manpads,” to the rebels fighting 
Assad’s forces.

Manpads are compact missile 
launchers with the range and ex-
plosive power to attack low-flying 
planes and helicopters. Assad’s 
forces are known to have them, 

and some have been brought 
into Syria by rebels and their 
sympathizers.

The Saudis have held off pro-
viding them in the past because 
of U.S. opposition.

Word of Obama’s potential 
shift came as Obama was paying 
a visit to Saudi King Abdullah’s 
desert oasis at the conclusion of 
a weeklong, four-country trip. 
The aging monarch has been 
nervously watching Washington’s 
negotiations with Iran and other 
U.S. policy developments in the 
Middle East.

 Despite its decades-long al-
liance with the United States, 
Saudi’s royal family has become 
increasingly anxious in recent 
years over Obama’s nuclear talks 
with Iran and his tepid involve-
ment in the Syrian civil war. 

During Obama’s evening meet-
ings with the king, the president’s 
task was to reassure Saudi Ara-
bia that the U.S. is not abandon-
ing Arab interests despite troop 
withdrawals from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, greater energy inde-
pendence back home and nuclear 
talks with predominantly Persian 
Iran. 

 Japan Fukushima plant 
 worker dies in mudslide

 TOKYO  — A worker died Fri-
day at the Japanese nuclear plant 
devastated by the 2011 tsunami 
after getting buried in a mud-
slide, in the first death from an 
accident during efforts to control 
and decommission the facility.

The man, who had been work-
ing near a storage area at the Fu-
kushima Dai-ichi plant, was dug 
out and rushed to a hospital, but 
he was unconscious and his heart 
had stopped beating.

Three hours after the mudslide 
swallowed him, the man, who 

was in his 50s, was pronounced 
dead at the hospital, according 
to Tokyo Electric Power Co., the 
utility that operates the plant.

“Some danger is always in-
volved,” company spokesman 
Masayuki Ono told reporters. 
“We are deeply sorry.”

Three reactors went into melt-
down and exploded after the 
March 11, 2011, tsunami dam-
aged the plant’s cooling system.

Thousands of workers, wear-
ing masks and suits to guard 
against radiation, are working 
on the cleanup and decommis-
sioning, which is expected to take 
decades.
 From The Associated Press

Navy sending another Poseidon 
aircraft to help in search effort

Crossing attempt
Sub-Saharan migrants climb over a fence that divides Morocco 
and the Spanish enclave of Melilla on Friday. Officials say several 
hundred African migrants tried to cross barbed-wire border fences 
to enter Melilla but most were turned back by security forces from 
both sides.  Thousands of migrants seeking a better life in Europe 
are living illegally in Morocco, hoping they can enter Melilla and 
Spain’s other northern African coastal enclave, Ceuta.  

SANTI PALACIOS/AP

ERIC PASTOR/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Lt. Clayton Hunt and Lt. j.g. Nicholas Horton, naval aviators assigned 
to Patrol Squadron 16, pilot a P-8A Poseidon during a recent 
mission to assist in search-and-rescue operations for Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH370.
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Park.

High school students 
changed grades

NM SANTA FE  — Ap-
proximately 20 stu-

dents at a Santa Fe high school 
somehow obtained a teacher’s 
password and use it to change test 
and course grades.

Capital High Principal Chan-
nell Wilson-Segura sa id the stu-
dents were suspended for two 
days and will have to start classes 
over again. She sa id some stu-
dents not starting classes over 
may not have enough credits to 
graduate.

District Chief of Staff Latifah 
Phillips sa id Wilson-Segura has 
the support of Superintendent 
Joel Boyd in deciding to treat the 
matter as a “teachable moment.” 

Officer faces discipline 
after vehicle is stolen

UT SUNSET  — A police 
lieutenant in Sunset 

could face disciplinary action 
after a burglary suspect escaped 
with his police vehicle over the 
weekend.

Sunset Police Chief Ken Eborn 

 said that Lt. Bruce Arbogast is 
aware of his mistake and is “beat-
ing himself up over this.”

Authorities sa id  Nathan Ward, 
26, was arrested Sunday after-
noon on suspicion of burglary 
and was placed into an unmarked 
police vehicle.

Police sa id Ward convinced the 
officer to stop by Ward’s house so 
he could tell his mo ther he was 
going to jail.

Eborn sa id that while the offi-
cer went to the house, Ward shim-
mied his hands from behind his 
back,  got into the front seat and 
drove off.

Officials sa id the SUV was found 
abandoned in Ogden, and Ward 
was recaptured about 6 p.m.

Man pleads guilty to 
 assaulting wife with gas

WA COLFAX  — A former 
Washington State Uni-

versity doctoral candidate has 
pleaded guilty to trying to poison 
his sleeping wife with nitrogen 
gas.

Whitman County Superior 
Court Judge David Frazier on 
Tuesday sentenced  chemistry 
student Jacob  Forster, 32, to al-
most 70 months in prison for at-
tempted assault.

 Whitman County prosecutors 
agreed to reduce the charges 
from attempted murder.

Forster’s attorney contended 
his client used nitrogen gas to en-
sure his wife was sleeping sound-
ly so that she could not stop him 
from committing suicide with the 
toxic gas, himself.

Cheryl Williams told police she 
awoke to find a cardboard box 
covering her head. Prosecutors 
sa id Forster then grabbed the box 
and equipment he’d used to pump 
the colorless, odorless gas into it 
and left.

Wildlife officials catch, 
relocate panther

FL NAPLES  — A Florida 
panther found near the 

beach in Naples has been relocat-
ed to a more suitable habitat.

Biologists and law enforcement 
officers captured and relocated 
the endangered panther on Mon-
day near the beach at Clam Pass 
Park in Collier County, according 
to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission.

It had been spotted in the man-
groves by beachgoers who were 
walking over a boardwalk that 
leads to the beach.

Authorities darted the animal 

with a tranquilizer, checked its 
health and determined it was in
good condition. The male panther
 is about two years old and weigh s
 more than 100 pounds.

 Biologists will be able to moni-
tor the panther  by using a radio
collar.

Ex-Hopi leader charged 
with bust theft

AZ FLAGSTAFF  — A for-
mer Hopi Tribe chair-

man has been charged with
stealing a bronze bust of his
grandfather, one of Indian Coun-
try’s most famous athletes, from
a museum.

A criminal complaint filed in
Hopi tribal court alleges that Ben
Nuvamsa took the bust of two-time
Olympic distance runner Louis
Tewanima without permission 
from the museum on the north-
eastern Arizona reservation.

Nuvamsa contends the charge 
is frivolous and said he had per-
mission to pick up the bust in 
August for display at an annual
Labor Day weekend race that 
honors Tewanima, a silver med-
alist in the 10,000 meters at the
1912 Olympics.  
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$1M The amount of money won last summer by an Ohio man who said Wednesday that he is now broke. Kevin Lewis, 
52, of Cincinnati, got the money through a Horseshoe Casino giveaway. He was arrested in December on charges 
of trafficking marijuana and pain pills, and told court officials the money was gone, much of it to paying bills for 
other people. Lewis was sentenced to of probation after pleading guilty to drug possession and trafficking.  

Fugitive arrested after 
marshal sees him eating

MO KANSAS CITY  — A 
man wanted in Kan-

sas and Oklahoma is likely wish-
ing he had decided to eat in this 
weekend.

Virgil Tillman was eating at a 
restaurant on the Country Club 
Plaza in Kansas City on Sunday 
when a U.S. marshal who had 
been looking for him since Feb-
ruary decided to go to the same 
restaurant.

Tillman is wanted in Kansas on 
firearms, theft and drug charges. 
Oklahoma officials say he failed 
to appear in court on drug and 
 illegal-weapons charges.

Matt Cahill, acting deputy U.S. 
Marshal in Kansas, sa id the  mar-
shal was off  duty when he spot-
ted Tillman at the restaurant. He 
waited outside with Kansas City 
police and arrested Tillman as he 
left.

The  marshal then went into the 
restaurant and had his meal.

Police: Man pepper 
sprays professor

VA ARLINGTON  — Ar-
lington County police 

say a man walked into George 
Mason University classroom and 
pepper sprayed a professor.

The man walked into a class on 
the school’s Arlington campus on 
Wednesday afternoon, jumped on 
a desk and announced a citizen’s 
arrest. That’s when police say the 
man pepper-sprayed the profes-
sor in the face. The man chased 
the professor into the hall, but 
an off-duty officer in the class 
caught him and held him until po-
lice arrived.

Officials sa id medics treated 12 
to 15 people, including the profes-
sor, for breathing issues.

The school sa id the professor 
was not seriously hurt. Students 
were sent home for the day

Police sa id the man’s name 
won’t be released until he is of-
ficially charged. The university 
sa id he is not a student at the 
school.

Baby gorilla with mom 
at San Diego Zoo

CA SAN DIEGO  — The 
San Diego Zoo says an 

infant gorilla that was success-
fully treated for pneumonia after 
a cesarean section delivery is in 
her mother’s arms for the first 
time.

Zoo officials say the 12-day-old 
female was physically introduced 
to her mother, Imani, for the first 
time Monday morning. Since 
then, the 18-year-old Imani has 
been constantly cradling and car-
rying her baby.

The new mom began nursing 
3 hours after meeting the baby. 
Zoo staff will monitor the baby to 
make sure that the newborn go-
rilla receives enough nutrition.

Nadine Lamberski, associate 
director of veterinary services 
at the park, said last week the 
unnamed gorilla is developing 
quickly and normally after un-
dergoing surgery for a collapsed 
lung.

The gorilla was delivered 
March 12 at the zoo’s Safari 

THE CENSUS

Combating student stress
University of Minnesota students Khadra Mohamed and Najma Dahir pet and interact with Woodstock, a 6-year-old silkie chicken, at PAWS 
(Pet Away Worry and Stress) in Boynton Health Services in Minneapolis on Wednesday. PAWS offers therapy animals such as dogs and cats 
to help students de-stress.  

AMANDA SNYDER, THE (MINNEAPOLIS) STAR TRIBUNE/AP
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WELCOME TO 
NIGHT COURT

 BY JENNIFER PELTZ

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Jenny Baumann’s itinerary for her 
first trip to New York City: Rockefeller Center. The 
Empire State Building. Central Park. Night court.

In a city synonymous with theaters and night-
life, the 26-year-old from Munich was perched on a 
scarred wooden bench in a utilitarian room in lower 
Manhattan on a recent evening, straining to decode 
— sometimes even to hear — the methodical hubbub 
of arraignments in one of the nation’s busiest courts.

“It’s very interesting to hear real cases,” Bau-
mann said as she and a friend watched a judge decide 
whether to set bail for people facing charges rang-
ing from choking a girlfriend to stealing a six-pack of 
beer. Each case was handled in a matter of minutes 
amid a hive of clerks shuffling paperwork, police tak-
ing retinal scans, defendants and lawyers conferring 
in a confessional-sized glass booth and court officers 
occasionally bellowing, “Quiet, please!”

It’s one of New York’s more peculiar and paradoxi-
cal tourist traditions, a place visitors extol on travel 
websites while many residents hope never to wind up 
there. To travelers, it’s gritty entertainment, hard-
knocks education or at least a chance to experience 
real-life law and order on a New York scale.

Dozens of jurisdictions nationwide hold some court 
sessions at night, but Manhattan Criminal Court oc-
cupies a unique spot in the public’s imagination, 
thanks to TV’s “Law & Order” and “Night Court,” 
not to mention arraignments of real-life notables 
ranging from rapper Sean “Diddy” Combs to French 
politician Dominique Strauss-Kahn.

The court handles more than 100,000 arrests a 

year, averaging about 70 to 90 cases during the 5 
p.m. to 1 a.m. night session — and that doesn’t count 
people who got summonses, let alone New York City’s 
four other boroughs.

Established in 1907, Manhattan night court once 
attracted such spectators as John D. Rockefeller and 
the then-Duke of Manchester. More recently, it’s 
been noted in tour books, including once in the off-
the-beaten-path-prizing Lonely Planet guide.

“This is something that feels really underground 
and unique,” said Regis St. Louis, author of the cur-
rent Lonely Planet New York book. 

But if it can be entertaining to watch, it’s fraught 
and serious work, notes acting State Supreme Court 
Justice Melissa Jackson, the Criminal Court’s super-
vising judge from 2008 through 2012.

“From the judge’s perspective and all of the at-
torneys’ who work so hard, there’s nothing amusing 
about it,” she said. “And the stakes are very high.” 

After two hours in Manhattan night court, Bau-
mann came away determined to observe a court 
back in Germany. As she left, Holly Young was in the 
midst of her own first visit to the Manhattan court, 
waiting for a friend’s arraignment.

Go there for fun? She shook her head.
“That’s not something I would want to do,” she 

said. “I don’t think this is cool at all.” 

It’s one of New York’s more peculiar and paradoxical 
tourist traditions, a place visitors extol on travel websites 

while many residents hope never to wind up there.

NEW YORK POST/AP

 New York Knicks ’ Raymond Felton appears in New 
York’s night court on Feb. 25. on gun charges .

 Police  escort a 
handcuffed woman into 

New York’s Criminal Court 
Building  on March 11 

RICHARD DREW/AP

NATION
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Saturday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 75 43 Clr
Akron, Ohio 39 34 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 46 35 Rain
Albuquerque 70 34 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 51 39 Rain
Amarillo 74 35 Clr
Anchorage 40 23 Clr
Asheville 65 48 Rain
Atlanta 72 56 Rain
Atlantic City 57 45 Rain
Austin 78 54 Clr
Baltimore 51 47 Rain
Baton Rouge 75 61 PCldy
Billings 60 38 Cldy
Birmingham 70 60 Cldy
Bismarck 58 23 Cldy
Boise 56 46 Rain
Boston 51 44 Rain
Bridgeport 50 43 Rain
Brownsville 79 63 Cldy
Buffalo 42 33 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 40 32 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 40 29 PCldy
Casper 62 33 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 78 59 Rain
Charleston,W.Va. 52 49 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 72 56 Rain

Chattanooga 66 55 Rain
Cheyenne 63 31 Clr
Chicago 42 30 PCldy
Cincinnati 42 40 Snow
Cleveland 38 32 Snow
Colorado Springs 66 28 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 77 58 Rain
Columbus,Ga. 75 58 Rain
Columbus,Ohio 41 37 Snow
Concord,N.H. 49 33 Rain
Corpus Christi 78 60 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 76 48 Clr
Dayton 39 36 Snow
Daytona Beach 79 68 Rain
Denver 67 32 Clr
Des Moines 56 29 Clr
Detroit 38 28 Snow
Duluth 35 7 Clr
El Paso 78 46 Clr
Elkins 52 46 Rain
Erie 37 32 Snow
Eugene 54 45 Rain
Evansville 55 42 Cldy
Fairbanks 40 3 Clr
Fargo 45 20 PCldy
Flagstaff 62 25 PCldy
Flint 38 25 Cldy
Fort Smith 70 41 Clr

Fort Wayne 44 32 Snow
Fresno 74 53 Cldy
Goodland 72 28 Clr
Grand Junction 65 33 PCldy
Grand Rapids 40 24 Cldy
Great Falls 51 34 Cldy
Green Bay 37 19 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 67 55 Rain
Harrisburg 50 41 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 51 40 Rain
Helena 52 35 Rain
Honolulu 83 71 PCldy
Houston 79 59 Clr
Huntsville 68 56 Rain
Indianapolis 45 36 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 72 59 PCldy
Jacksonville 79 63 Rain
Juneau 41 29 PCldy
Kansas City 61 32 Clr
Key West 83 77 PCldy
Knoxville 64 53 Rain
Lake Charles 76 60 Clr
Lansing 39 25 Cldy
Las Vegas 82 56 PCldy
Lexington 49 48 Rain
Lincoln 62 27 Clr
Little Rock 69 51 Clr
Los Angeles 71 54 PCldy

Louisville 53 47 Cldy
Lubbock 74 40 Clr
Macon 75 58 Rain
Madison 47 26 PCldy
Medford 57 44 Rain
Memphis 65 51 Clr
Miami Beach 85 75 Rain
Midland-Odessa 76 42 Clr
Milwaukee 39 28 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 43 19 Clr
Missoula 52 35 Rain
Mobile 75 63 Cldy
Montgomery 75 61 Rain
Nashville 60 51 Cldy
New Orleans 77 63 PCldy
New York City 53 45 Rain
Newark 52 45 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 70 56 Rain
North Platte 71 25 Clr
Oklahoma City 70 38 Clr
Omaha 59 27 Clr
Orlando 82 67 Rain
Paducah 59 44 Cldy
Pendleton 60 42 Cldy
Peoria 51 34 PCldy
Philadelphia 56 43 Rain
Phoenix 85 57 Clr
Pittsburgh 45 35 Rain

Pocatello 59 40 Cldy
Portland,Maine 48 36 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 54 45 Rain
Providence 53 43 Rain
Pueblo 71 24 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 72 58 Rain
Rapid City 70 27 Clr
Reno 56 44 Rain
Richmond 66 54 Rain
Roanoke 62 50 Rain
Rochester 40 33 Cldy
Rockford 47 30 PCldy
Sacramento 61 54 Rain
St Louis 56 40 PCldy
St Petersburg 80 69 Rain
St Thomas 85 75 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 55 46 Rain
Salt Lake City 70 44 Clr
San Angelo 78 42 Clr
San Antonio 82 54 Clr
San Diego 69 59 Cldy
San Francisco 60 53 Rain
San Jose 63 52 Rain
Santa Fe 65 28 Clr
St Ste Marie 32 12 PCldy
Savannah 77 59 Rain
Seattle 56 45 Rain
Shreveport 76 54 Clr

Sioux City 61 25 Clr
Sioux Falls 54 21 Clr
South Bend 42 30 Cldy
Spokane 52 39 Rain
Springfield,Ill 53 36 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 61 37 Clr
Syracuse 43 32 Cldy
Tallahassee 79 63 Rain
Tampa 81 68 Rain
Toledo 37 30 Snow
Topeka 63 31 Clr
Tucson 84 51 Clr
Tulsa 70 36 Clr
Tupelo 69 54 PCldy
Waco 77 49 Clr
Washington 52 48 Rain
W. Palm Beach 85 74 Rain
Wichita 68 32 Clr
Wichita Falls 75 41 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 49 36 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 55 42 Rain
Yakima 61 39 Cldy
Youngstown 40 34 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Thu., 94, Dryden, Texas 
Lo: Thu., -16, Saranac Lake, N.Y.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (March 31) ..................... $1.4116
Dollar buys (March 31) ....................€0.7084
British pound (March 31) .................... $1.71
Japanese yen (March 31) ..................100.00
South Korean won (March 31) ......1,041.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound ....................... $1.6624/0.6015
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1047
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2120
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4271
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9700
Euro .........................................$1.3757/0.7269
Hong Kong (Dollar)  ............................ 7.7579
Hungary (Forint) .................................224.31
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4987
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.69
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2815
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9915
Philippines (Peso).................................44.80
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2605
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,067.63
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8859
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.51
Turkey (New Lira)  ..............................2.1877
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.08
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.05
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.53

Microsoft’s Office for iPad unveiled
 BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO  — Microsoft 
has released an iPad version of its 
popular Office software suite, a 
breakthrough heralding a new 
era under a CEO who promises 
to focus more on the devices that 
people are using instead of trying 
to protect the company’s lucrative 
Windows franchise.

Thursday’s unveiling of the 
much-anticipated iPad apps for 
Microsoft’s bundle of word pro-
cessing, spreadsheet and presen-
tation software comes nearly four 
years after Apple Inc. released 
the tablet computer that has con-
tributed to a steady decline in 
sales of desktop and laptop ma-
chines running on the Windows 
operating system.

Microsoft’s decision to relent 
to persistent demands to make 
its top-selling software appli-
cation available on the world’s 
most popular tablet comes seven 
weeks after the Redmond, Wash ., 
company anointed Sayta Nadella 

as its CEO after being led for 14 
years by Steve Ballmer.

The change in command gives 
Microsoft Corp. an opportunity to 
prove it’s a more nimble company 
adapting to evolution of comput-
ing instead of clinging to its old 
ways.

Nadella, 
who has been 
working at 
Microsoft 
for 22 years, 
emphasized 
that he felt 
rejuvenated 
since taking 
over as CEO.

“You see 
things from 
a fresh set 

of eyes and fresh perspective,” 
Nadella told a crowd of reporters 
gathered in San Francisco for his 
first major public appearance as 
CEO.

The Office app for the iPad rep-
resents a major step in the right 
direction for Microsoft, said FBR 
Capital Markets analyst Daniel 

Ives. “They finally looked in the 
mirror and realized they needed 
to go with the crowd in terms of 
iPads,” Ives said.

Like several other analysts, 
Ives thinks the Office app for the 
iPad could generate an additional 
$1 billion in revenue for Micro-
soft. Although the Office app is 
free to anyone who wants to read 
Office’s Word, Excel and Pow-
erPoint programs on the iPad, 
it will require a subscription to 
Microsoft’s Office 365 to create 
and edit documents on the device. 
The Office 365 subscriptions cost 
$70 or $100 annually, with the 
lower price placing more restric-
tions on the number and types of 
devices that can be used.

The Office 365 subscriptions 
also have been required to use 
Office apps built for the iPhone 
and Android phones last sum-
mer, so many iPad owners many 
already have one.

But millions of other people 
with iPads probably haven’t had 
a reason to buy an Office 365 

until Thursday. Nearly 200 mil-
lion iPads had been sold through 
the end of 2013, meaning about 5 
percent of those device owners 
would have to pay for a $100 an-
nual subscription to generate an 
additional $1 billion in revenue.

Microsoft hasn’t said how many 
Office 365 subscribers it already 
has, but Nomura analysts Rick 
Sherlund estimates the number at 
anywhere at between 14 million 
to 24 million. He estimates that 
the annual subscription revenue 
is running at about $2.5 billion. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Nadella
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LIFESTYLE

 BY MARY MACVEAN

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES  

W
e cherish things and accumulate 
them. We move them from shelf 
to shelf, and from home to home. 
The federal government esti-

mates that a quarter of Americans with 
two-car garages don’t use them for auto-
mobiles. Even those without a permanent 
home carry their stuff around with them.

We like to shop, own, trade or give away. 
Things matter to us, for reasons practical 
and emotional.

“Our possessions all have magical quali-
ties. Many, if not most, of the things we 
keep have an essence that goes beyond 
the physical character of the object,” says 
Randy Frost, a professor at Smith College, 
in Northampton, Mass., who has studied 
and written about hoarding and is the au-
thor of “Stuff.”

A stroll through the Sunday flea market 
outside Fairfax High School provides a cat-
alog of some of those magical objects: varsi-
ty letter jackets, rotary phones, typewriters, 
fur blankets, old ties and cowboy boots.  

Vendors collect stuff to sell to people, 
who often resell the stuff all over again.

“This market has the best eclectic stuff 
— a collection of people’s things that are 
old,” says LaNell Petersen, shopping on a 
recent weekend with her sisters. She likes 
the hunt for something she believes is more 
valuable than its price.

Consider these statistics cited by profes-
sional organizer Regina Lark: The average 
U.S. household has 300,000 things, from 
paper clips to ironing boards. U.S. children 
make up 3.7 percent of children on the 
planet but have 47 percent of all toys and 
children’s books.

So why can’t we let go? And what are 
the implications of our reluctance to pare 
down, our inability to get organized?

The notion that things don’t matter is 
rubbish, the experts say. They matter for 
many reasons: keeping up with the Jone-
ses, recalling departed loved ones, even ob-
jective value — like the 17th century Dutch 
painting that is among many objects of de-
sire in Donna Tartt’s “The Goldfinch.”

Our things can give us a sense of secu-
rity, connection to the past, to the people 
we love .

But that security might be a crutch too, “a 
sort of public artificial mask,” says Andrew 
Mellen, a professional organizer and author 
of “Unstuff Your Life.” “Full bookshelves 
say, ‘I’m well-read. I have lots of books.’ But 
really, you just buy books. Is your home an 
accurate external reflection of you?”

Lark had bookcases full of the books she 
used to earn a doctorate in history. When 
she downsized to an apartment, she looked 
at the volumes and came to the conclusion 
that they represented her accomplishment, 
her intelligence. As she decided what to 
keep, “I had to ask myself a lot of questions. 
Who am I without these books? What will 

people think of me? Getting rid of them, 
am I less smart?”

 She  finally gave them to a younger doc-
toral student and says she’s happier for it.

But there’s no single prescription: “One 
person is happy living in a sparsely fur-
nished yurt, while another person is happy 
adding to a collection of fine porcelain. 
There’s no one right way,” says Gretchen 
Rubin,  author of “Happier at Home.” 

“I don’t think stuff is inherently wrong 
or bad,” Mellen says, “but if things have 
become obstacles to your happiness, that’s 
a problem.”

Figuring out what to discard and being 
able to actually toss stuff is crucial to an 
ordered, happy life, experts say.

“I am impressed by the degree to which 
outer order controls inner calm,” says 
Rubin. She recalls the friend who told her, 
“ ‘I cleaned out my fridge, and now I can 
change careers.’ ”

Among our keepsake possessions, photos 
have their own “symbolic weight,” prompt-
ing people to save even pictures of people 
they no longer remember, Rubin says.

Eventually many of them end up in the 
trash — unless Mark Kologi gets his hands 
on them. For 17 years now, artists in need 
of inspiration and all sorts of other people 
have found their way to his flea market 
stall to root through bins of miscellaneous 
snapshots, most of which sell for 50 cents 

apiece. He estimates he’s sold millions 
over the years. 

Some have been bought by Luiso Berdejo, 
who was inspired to make the film “Violet” 
by one picture. In the film, a young man 

falls in love with a woman he sees in a photo
from that stall and sets out to find her.

As Berdejo talks, another customer  tells
a friend to “just reach in and pull one out.”
You never know where it might lead.  

For many, gathering possessions is just the stuff of life

 Whether it’s old earrings, varsity letter 
jackets, family photographs or chandelier 
crystals, glass bowls or used shoes,  
some people have a difficult time parting 
with possessions because they are a 
connection to their past and give them a 
sense of security.
PHOTOS BY FRANCINE ORR
LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

 Tips on how to prioritize all the stuff in your life
 Should you save it? Deciding what 

to buy, what to keep and what to toss 
“takes a lot of mental energy,” says 
Gretchen Rubin, author of “Happier at 
Home.” Here are some questions to ask 
yourself, and some tips for dealing with 
too much stuff.

Is it truly meaningful? Just because 
you picked up a seashell in France 
doesn’t necessarily mean it reminds 
you of the trip there, Rubin says.

Is it containable? Consider a thimble 
to remind you of a grandparent rather 
than, say, a table.

Is it part of a collection? When people 
amass a bunch of something, such as 
coins or Disney figurines, they start to 
seem more valuable. Don’t be fooled. 
That still might not make them worth 
keeping.

“Why not surround yourself with just 
that which gives you pleasure? With 
love and beauty and things that fill your 
heart and mind,” says professional or-
ganizer Regina Lark. “Like clothing. 

Keep what makes you look hot. But if 
it’s only OK, why keep it?”

When an object appeals to you, says 
“Unstuff Your Life” author Andrew 
Mellen, ask yourself what you’ll do with 
it, where it will live, whether it will re-
place something else. And sometimes 
you might conclude that “it’s enough 
that it exists in the world” and you 
needn’t own it.

Was it a gift? A freebie? Just because 
someone gave it to you doesn’t mean you 
have to keep it, Rubin says.

“Anything that deepens your rela-
tionships with other people” is worth 
owning, Rubin says. That could be an 
origami set to use with your child or 
fancy kitchen knives used to prepare 
dinner parties.

Worried that you have too much stuff 
or care too much about it? Worried that 
you might be suffering from “affluen-
za”? There are resources if you want to 
pledge to buy nothing new for a year ex-
cept consumables  (buynothingnew.org).
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LIFESTYLE

 BY LEAH THORSEN

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

PACIFIC, Mo.

The inmates sat quietly on a re-
cent Wednesday, watching in-
tently as each Stray Rescue dog 
was led into a room at Missouri 

Eastern Correctional Center.
It was the first time they saw the dogs 

that will share their cells, and most as-
pects of their lives, for the next three 
months.

“They all come from horrible back-
grounds,” Randy Grim, the rescue 
group’s founder, told them. The dogs had 
lived on the streets, been abused, been 
sick.

They need help, and a lot of time and a 
lot of patience, to make them adoptable.

That’s where the inmates come in.
One by one, each dog’s name was 

called with the names of the two cell-
mates paired with it through the Puppies 
for Parole program.

It’s the first time Stray Rescue of St. 
Louis has participated.

The inmates at the medium-security 
prison will teach seven Stray Rescue 
dogs basic obedience and socialization 
skills in hopes of getting the dogs certi-
fied as “canine good citizens.”

The dogs will sleep in crates in the in-
mates’ cells and can go with the inmates 
to most places around the prison, but not 
to the visitors’ area or to the cafeteria.

They will be made available for adop-
tion through Stray Rescue after complet-
ing the program.

More than 2,000 Puppies for Parole 
dogs have been adopted, according to 
the Missouri Department of Corrections. 
The program is funded by donations and 
receives no tax money.

“Stray Rescue is all about second 
chances, and I would think that’s how it 
is here,” Grim said.

The Pacific, Mo., prison has been with-
out rescue dogs for about a year, and 
they’ve been sorely missed, said Warden 
Jennifer Sachse.

“They have a calming effect,” she said, 
recalling an elderly inmate who hadn’t 
touched a dog in years and cried when he 
got to pet one.

The inmates beamed as they led the 
leashed dogs outside, stooping to scratch 
their ears and laughing when the dogs 
clamored for attention.

“We really appreciate this,” said 
Chris Smith, who is paired with Ralph, 
a 2-year-old terrier and Boxer mix, as he 
walked by Grim.

Smith, who is serving a 15-year sen-
tence for second-degree murder, trained 
four dogs through the Puppies for Parole 
program while in another prison.

The dogs require the most patience in 
the first weeks as they adjust to their new 
surroundings, he said. Officers allow the 
inmates to take the dogs outside as need-
ed when teaching house-training.

“It’s a way to give back to the commu-
nity,” said Smith, 37.

David Ross also has experience with 
the program - he fondly remembers Lila, 
the black Labrador he trained.

“I felt so much joy when she was ad-
opted,” said Ross, 45, who is serving a 10-
year sentence for burglary. Still, he said 
the dog’s departure was bittersweet.

He and his cellmate Jose Cintron were 
paired Wednesday with Ruby, a shy 
pit-bull terrier mix Grim found on the 
streets of St. Louis.

“It benefits the dog, but it benefits us 
too,” said Cintron, 55, who is serving an 
eight-year sentence for theft and already 
worries that it will be hard to part with 
Ruby when the time comes.

Sit! Stay! Thrive! 
Inmates teach stray dogs socialization skills, 

obedience through Puppies for Parole program

‘ Stray 
Rescue is all about second 

chances, and I would think that’s 
how it is here [Missouri Eastern 

Correctional Center]. ’
Randy Grim

 founder, Stray Rescue of St. Louis

Left: Inmate Randy Brewer, left, walks Jellyfish to meet 
prison employee Alice Bernau.

Above: Randy Grim, founder of Stray Rescue of St. 
Louis, center, introduces Burlesque to inmate Tony 
Ward, righ t. Each dog is paired with two inmates for the 
Puppies for Parole program.  

PHOTOS BY LAURIE SKRIVAN, ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH/MCT

Cellmates Tony Ward, left, and Brandon Rathbun bond with their dog, Burlesque, during the meet and greet portion of 
the Puppies for Parole program  at the Missouri Eastern Correctional Center in Pacific, Mo.  Inmates who participate in the 
program help prepare stray dogs for adoption by teaching them obedience and socialization skills.  
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HEALTH

 BY LYDIA MULVANY

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

 I’m not a germaphobe,  but 
for a few hours I tried to be-
come one.

A City of Milwaukee 
health inspector came to my 
apartment to conduct an inspec-
tion of my kitchen, and as if that 
wasn’t intimidating enough, the 
director of Milwaukee’s Health 
Department came along, too. 
Both were staying for lunch.

I’d invited them over because as 
a reporter covering restaurant in-
spections, it was becoming clear 
my own kitchen would likely fail 
under similar scrutiny.

Sanitation regulations can be 
esoteric. Obviously, moldy cutting 
boards and mouse droppings are  
vile, but restaurants get docked 
for holding beef with broccoli at 
116 degrees instead of 135, or put-
ting dishes in a hand sink.

I don’t even have a so-called 
hand sink, and I don’t take the 
temperature of my food. So what 
other rules was I breaking in my 
kitchen, and how serious were 
they? The restaurants I write 
about get inspected at least once 
a year, and can face fi nes or — 
worst case — closure, for serious 
or repeated violations.

The day of my inspection, I 
headed back home from work be-
fore they were supposed to arrive 
in order to have a few minutes to 
clear away remnants of my break-
fast and do some last-minute 
tasks. But the Milwaukee Health 
Department was one step ahead 
of me. As I walked in, the phone 
rang. Angie Hagy, the health di-
rector, was already downstairs.

I greeted Hagy at the door, but 
the inspector, Carly Hasler, was 
still outside parking her car. To 
buy a few minutes, I asked Hagy if 
she wouldn’t mind letting Hasler 
in. She was onto me.

“Are you going to go frantically 
clean?” she said.

When they came in, we got right 
down to business and washed our 
hands the approved way, for 20 
seconds. 

Then the violations started pil-
ing up. 

Hasler asked for paper tow-
els to dry her hands. I had some 
under the sink. As for the hand 
towel hanging on the oven door 
that I actually use for hand dry-
ing? Violation.

I hadn’t been able to stash away 
the breakfast evidence, so I picked 
up a violation there, too. I’d sliced 
cheese on counter space next to 
my sink, but food preparation has 
to be done away from the potential 
spray of dirty dishwater.

I was upfront about some of my 
sins. I don’t have a trash can, for 

example. I just hang a plastic bag 
that I throw out every day.

 I also got dinged for how I 
stored my wooden spoons and la-
dles. The handles should be stick-
ing up out of the utensil holder, 
not the other way around.

As Hasler continued her walk-
through, poking around in my re-
frigerator and opening drawers, it 
became clear that home kitchens 
aren’t really designed with food 
safety in mind. For example, my 
refrigerator, like most, has crisp-
er drawers for fresh foods on the 
bottom, which means raw meat 
and eggs go on the shelves above. 
That’s the opposite of what’s re-
quired of restaurants, since any 
leaks would contaminate every-
thing below.

Hasler took the temperature of 
my refrigerator to make sure it 

was below 41 degrees and tested 
the air inside of an applesauce jar 
to make sure it was cold enough. 
The thermometer registered 
35 degrees on both. Although I 
passed, I’d never have known if 
there was a problem.

  After the walk-through, I began 
preparing lunch: fettuccine with 
sausage and cream sauce, and a 
simple salad. I grabbed some on-
ions and raw sausage and carried 
them as far away as I could from 
the sinks.

It was inevitable something 
would go awry with the raw sau-
sage. When I fi nished cutting it, I 
washed my hands, but turned on 
the faucet with my contaminated 
fi ngers. Technically, I should have 
used my clean wrist, Hasler said.

The hardest thing about hav-
ing the health director to lunch is 
resisting the urge to continually 
nibble away at the creamy pasta 
sauce. Like many people, I love to 
eat as I cook.

“I can’t use this to taste the 
sauce, right?” I asked.

Hagy’s reply was stern. I’d have 
to use a new spoon each time I 
took a bite. I only got one spoonful 
in before lunch was served.

One of my fi nal violations was 
handling the salad with my bare 
hands. In a restaurant, I would 
have worn gloves; even at home, 
Hasler said, I should use tongs to 
wash and toss the salad. 

In the end, they slapped me 
with eight “critical” violations, 
infractions that are more likely 
than others to cause a foodborne 
illness. On the upside, Hasler and 
Hagy ate the pasta and salad, and 
neither of them got food poison-
ing later. (Yes, I checked.) 

“We wouldn’t shut you down, 
but there were defi nitely some 
critical things that we’d come 
back and check on,” Hasler said.

Next time, I’ll get home a little 
earlier. 

Restaurant inspection reporter 
puts her kitchen to the test

Up to 
code?

Keep your kitchen safe 
from bacteria and food-
borne illness with these 
tips:
• When shopping: At the 
grocery store, shop for 
paper products, boxed and 
canned items fi rst, then 
frozen items and refriger-
ated items last. Wrap raw 
meats in a plastic bag, and 
place on a shelf beneath 
the cart.
• Test the fridge: Take 
your refrigerator’s tem-
perature. It should be 41 
degrees or lower. And 
make sure food in your 
freezer is frozen.
• Thawing: Don’t thaw fro-
zen food on the countertop. 
Thaw it in the refrigerator, 
under cold running water 
or in the microwave.
• Raw meat: Don’t let raw 
meat, seafood or eggs come 
into contact with other 
food. That’s called cross-
contamination — don’t do 
it!
• Wash, wash, wash: Wash 
hands and surfaces often. 
Wash your hands with 
warm water and soap for 
20 seconds, then dry with 
disposable towels in these 
situations, among others: 
before handling food, after 
using the bathroom, be-
tween tasks like handling 
raw meat and preparing 
other foods.
• No hands: Use tongs or 
other utensils to handle 
food whenever possible.
• Sanitize: Clean and sani-
tize all surfaces, including 
the sink, before preparing 
food and between tasks 
that contaminate cutting 
boards, knives and other 
surfaces. Use bleach to 
sanitize, with a solution of 
one teaspoon of bleach per 
quart of water.
• Cook to proper 
temperature: Poultry 
and stuffed meats to 165 
degrees, ground meats 
to 155 degrees, pork and 
fi sh to 145 degrees and 
vegetables to 135 degrees. 
They should reach those 
temperatures for at least 15 
seconds.
• Keep at proper 
temperature: Keep hot 
food at 135 degrees or 
higher. Once leftovers fall 
below that temperature, 
they have six hours to 
cool to a safe 41 degrees, 
and they should cool to 71 
degrees in the fi rst two 
hours. Otherwise, throw 
them away.
• Big batches of 
leftovers: Don’t put that 
huge pot of steaming 
chili in the refrigerator 
— it won’t cool fast enough, 
which means your dinner 
tomorrow will have been in 
the temperature “danger 
zone” where bacteria was 
fruitful and multiplied. In-
stead, fi ll your sink with ice, 
place the pot in there and 
stir until cooled. Or, divide 
the leftovers into smaller, 
shallower containers. 

  PHOTOS BY RICK WOOD, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL/MCT

Milwaukee health inspector Carly Hasler, left, talks with reporter 
Lydia Mulvany during a visit to Mulvany ’s kitchen.  

When it comes to safe food handling, washing hands — and vegetables — is a must. Gloves can also be worn and make cleanup easier.  

FOOD SAFETY TIPS
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MUSIC
NEW ALBUMS

The Hold Steady
Teeth Dreams (Razor & Tie)

The Hold Steady is a garage 
band at heart, but it’s a two-car 
garage in a nice neighborhood, 
and there might be a Mercedes 
inside.

Singer Craig Finn and his 
mates have always come across 
like upper-middle-class products 
who are usually the oldest, smart-
est guys at the party — and thus 
the ones who tell the most inter-
esting stories. “‘Teeth Dreams,” 
the Brooklyn band’s sixth album, 
is filled with Finn’s character-
istically compelling characters, 
mostly female, as he sings about 
bad company, simple minds, 
night moves, life in the fast lane, 
dancing the night away and Pink 
Floyd. Rock doesn’t come much 
more classic.

To help keep the ’70s alive, the 
Hold Steady doubles down on 
the guitars, and recent addition 
Steve Selvidge teams with band 
co-founder Tad Kubler to frame 
the songs with dense, shimmer-
ing sound. It’s often pretty, and 
it always packs plenty of punch. 
Horns? Strings? There’s no need 
when you’re a garage band.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

DANNY CLINCH/Courtesy of Big Hassle Media

The Hold Steady, from left: Bobby Drake, Steve Selvidge, Galen Polivka, Craig Finn and Tad Kubler.

Posthumous Cash album a personal project for son
BY RANDY LEWIS

Los Angeles Times

When asked for the story behind this week’s 
posthumous release of Johnny Cash’s “Out 
Among the Stars,” a “lost” album recorded 
in the early ’80s with fabled Nashville pro-

ducer Billy Sherrill, his son, John Carter Cash, quickly 
reels off a laundry list of reasons.

“It seemed to be a cohesive body of work,” Cash, 44, 
said from the family’s headquarters in Hendersonville, 
Tenn. A few years ago he came across the never-re-
leased recordings while organizing the bounty of archi-
val materials left behind by his father and his mother, 
June Carter Cash, after their deaths in 2003.

“Working with (project co-producer) Steve Berkow-
itz,” he said, “it struck us as a unique and beautiful 
Johnny Cash record.”

But more than that, “Out Among the Stars” is a strong-
ly personal project for John Carter Cash, the only child 
of Johnny and June.

“When these tapes were rediscovered and I heard 
them again, I was reminded of this man who was my 
friend,” said Cash, who was 14 when most of the album’s 
songs were recorded in 1984. “He and I were very close 
in 1980s. So it’s a really personal connection for me to 
hear this.”

The album includes two duets between Johnny and 
June, including “Baby Ride Easy,” a song that Carlene 
Carter — June’s daughter from her first marriage to 
country star Carl Smith — introduced to her mother and 
stepfather. (Carter also makes a present-day guest ap-
pearance on the recently completed track.)

There’s also a pairing of Cash and longtime pal Waylon 

Jennings 
on Hank 
Snow’s 
classic “I’m 
Movin’ On” 
and “She 
Used to 
Love Me 
a Lot,” a 
dark ballad 
of lost love 
that also 
appears in 
a haunting 
bonus track 
produced 
by Elvis 
Costello, 
who be-

friended Cash in the late 1970s.
Many longtime Cash fans are likely to find the al-

bum’s highlight to be “I Came to Believe,” one of two 
Cash originals. The song taps aspects of the recovery 
process that Cash experienced upon entering the Betty 
Ford Center in Palm Springs, Calif., after becoming ad-
dicted to pain medication.

“A lot of people don’t know it, but in the early ’80s he 
had struggled with addiction, he had dark times and al-
most broke off his relationship and marriage with moth-
er. It was a tough time, it really was,” John Carter Cash 
said.

Cash was known throughout his life for his deep spiri-
tual conviction, even when he wrestled with drug abuse 
in the 1950s and 1960s that nearly took his life.

But while going through a 12-step program for the 
first time, Cash incorporated that experience into “I 
Came to Believe,” a waltz that stands as one of the most 
moving confessions of faith he ever recorded.

“When he came out (of the Betty Ford Center), after 
things had stabilized at home and it became apparent 
he was going to be a consistent human being again, he 
went into this period of great beauty within his soul,” 
John Carter Cash said. “That’s when he began to write a 
novel, called ‘Man in White,’ which was released not too 
long after that.”

One reason these recordings never surfaced previous-
ly is that most weren’t finished. John Carter Cash noted 
there were no guitar solos and that some of the other 
musical accompaniment was sparse, but not intention-
ally unadorned in the manner of his father’s latter-day 
recordings with producer Rick Rubin.

So Cash’s son enlisted friends to provide missing parts, 
among them Marty Stuart, who had been in his father’s 
band and played on some of the original sessions, as well 
as several respected country and Americana players in-
cluding Buddy Miller, Bryan Sutton and Jerry Douglas.

“It’s still Mr. Sherrill’s original production,” John 
Carter Cash said, “and that’s one of the highlights of the 
project. The real highlight is my father’s booming voice. 
It was just one vocal take on all this stuff. His voice never 
sounded better.”

Although there remains more unreleased material in 
the Cash archives, John Carter Cash said releases will 
be handled judiciously.

“It has to be right,” he said. “It has to stand out and it’s 
got to be something unique. We won’t want to put out just 
another Johnny Cash recording.”
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Various Artists
Divergent: Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack (Interscope Records)

The latest dystopian young 
adult big-screen adaptation, “Di-
vergent,” is succeeding at the box 
office, although its soundtrack of-
fers an uneven bag of tracks.

The film, highlighted by teen-
age angst overwrought by societal 
structure, could translate into a 
group of edgy, resonating songs, 

but the reality is that few rise to 
the challenge. Ellie Goulding 
overcontributes with her brand 
of manic pixie dream girl electro 
pop on four tracks (three only on 
the non-digital version).

The first single — Zedd’s piano 
ballad turned triumphant dance 
song “Find You” — is neither 
convincing nor very inspiring to 
anyone other than the Saturday 
night club crowd. And Goulding’s 
“Beating Heart” is a stroke away 

from flatlining.
The album starts off slow with 

run-of-the-mill dance tracks be-
fore it gets bizarre and wonderful 
with Tame Impala and Kendrick 
Lamar’s “Backwards,” which 
mixes a hypnotic ’60s sound with 
some epic rapping. M83’s “I Need 
You” takes a weird sax and blends 
it with an even weirder wailing 
Auto-tune. A$AP Rocky’s contri-
bution, “In Distress,” is probably 
the most alienating and enticing 

of the whole album — the barky 
electro background is stabilized 
by his rapping, which turns into a 
melodic howl. Pretty Lights’ “Lost 
and Found” adds another layer of 
meditative sounds, skipping back 
and forth from uplifting pop to an 
exotic string sound.

Overall, though, the soundtrack 
barely passes the aptitude test 
into the Dauntless.

— Cristina Jaleru
The Associated Press

 BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

 Skrillex is taking his inspiration 
from Kanye West these days.

The electronic music DJ and 
producer spent a little time with 

West, sharing a plane fl ight from Los An-
geles to Las Vegas where each was to per-
form two years ago, and came away with 
an invitation to collaborate and an even 
deeper understanding of the possibilities 
in front of him.

“It was cool to see Kanye surrounded 
by all these creative people constantly on 
computers, approving stuff, coming up 
with ideas — the constant machine that 
Kanye was in the middle of,” said Skrillex, 
whose real name is Sonny Moore. “And it 
reminded me a lot of my crew. We have so 
much going on 24-7 and we’re always on 
our computers, we’re all approving stuff 
and going back and forth with ideas. And 
to see him do it on a massive level is re-
ally cool. He’s just so involved with every 
aspect of his career.”

The 26-year-old Grammy Award win-
ner has decided to emulate that model, and 
has begun building a creative center in 
downtown Los Angeles he calls The Nest. 
Eventually the goal is to have a space for 
friends — musicians and producers and 
members of his record label, OWSLA, but 
also other creatives in the visual and fash-
ion world — to use as a hub, much in the 
way West keeps scores of satellites in orbit 
around him.

Skrillex’s fi rst offi cial album, “Recess,” 
out this week, is one of the most complex 
examples of this way of thinking. It was 
recorded as he toured the world and unfet-
tered by corporate rules. His record label, 
Atlantic Records, had almost no input be-
fore it received the album, and is working 
mainly as a distributor and promoter.

“All the creative comes from us sitting 
together and vibing out,” Moore said in a 
phone interview of his collaborators and 
business partners. “I’m making music and 
they’re working on other artist stuff and 
we just kind of have this synergy going on 
that really bypasses the steps of having to 
deal with a label and having to clear some-
thing through them, and hopefully they’ll 
get out there and sell the record. It doesn’t 

have that (old label system) vibe. It’s a 
whole different way of being. It’s pure, 
you know?”

Instead of taking a seven-fi gure ad-
vance, Moore recorded “Recess” in 
much the way he’s produced previous 
records — on the fl y all over the world. 
As he played shows for a growing num-
ber of fans, he’d selectively invite new 
collaborators to join him as he made 
stops in New York, Los Angeles, Canada 
and the United Kingdom.

While in South Korea, he hooked up 
with G-Dragon and the YG Entertainment 
crew at the suggestion of Diplo and the re-
sult was “Dirty Vibe.” He caught up with 
old friend Chance the Rapper at a show 
in Seattle and they banged out “Coast is 
Clear” overnight with a full band.

“Recess” is the fi rst formal release 
Moore has put out under the Skrillex 
moniker since 2011’s “Bangarang” EP. He 
spent much of 2013 occupied with touring 
as Skrillex and with his band, Dog Blood. 
He scored Harmony Korine’s “Spring 
Breakers” and worked on music obses-
sively. “Recess,” it turns out, is just the 
initial salvo in 2014.

“This album is kind of like the fi rst wave 
of a lot more stuff to come, just (songs) 
fl ying out left and right kind of thing,” 
he said. “That’s kind of what to expect: 
spontaneous releases. ... There’s so many 
other collaborations that I can’t really say 
yet but that have been left over from the 
record that I’m going to release soon 
that are so dope. I’m excited for the 
new stuff to come out that no one’s 
heard yet.”

Skrillex
Recess (Owsla/Big Beat/Atlantic)

Skrillex is this generation’s rave king, 
a sultan of sub-bass EDM whose singu-
lar look (shaved sides, long locks, thick 
glasses) and double sound (dub-step’s 
room-shaking wub, techno’s deep drops) 
made him a hero to fans, remix clients 
and fellow producer/DJs alike.

He recently released “Recess,” his 
fi rst solo album, fi rst as an Android and 
iPhone app called Alien Ride. Now it’s 

out as a CD. “Re-
cess” plays with 
the electro-music 
form, both revel-
ing in and toying 
with his personal 
musical signatures. 
The hard-line “All 
Is Fair in Love 
and Brostep” both 

plays up and defl ates the boot-stomping 
machismo of dub-step. “Coast Is Clear,” 
with guest Chicago sensation Chance the 

Rapper, injects a delectable, dance-hop 
feel into the proceedings while bring-
ing in buoyant brass and lush vocal 
harmonies for something fl eshly and 
real. Speaking of fl eshly and real, we 
really get both when Skrillex calls upon 
Philly’s Diplo, whose grungy “Dirty 
Vibe” is aptly titled. Even when catchy, 
some of “Recess” can sometimes sound 
samey. Still, as far as samey goes, it’s a 
good samey.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

 INVISION/AP

Electronic musician/producer ramps up 
ambition as he releases his first album 



PAGE 20 • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • Saturday, March 29, 2014



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 21Saturday, March 29, 2014



Saturday, March 29, 2014

OPINION
PAGE 22 • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher
Richard Braun, General Manager, Europe

John Panasiewicz, General Manager, Pacific
Lt. Col. Jeff Myer,  Europe commander

Lt. Col. Brian Porter, Pacific commander

EDITORIAL
Terry Leonard, Editorial Director

leonard.terry@stripes.com

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor
reid.robert@stripes.com

Sam Amrhein, Deputy Managing Editor
amrhein.sam@stripes.com

Tina Croley, Enterprise Editor
croley.tina@stripes.com

BUREAU STAFF
Europe/Mideast
Teddie Weyr, News Editor Europe/Mideast
weyr.teddie@stripes.com; 
+49(0)631.3615.9310; cell 
+49(0)173.315.1881; DSN (314)583.9310

Pacific
Paul Alexander, News Editor Pacific
alexander.paul@stripes.com
+81-3 6385.5377; cell (080)5883.1673 
DSN (315)225.5377

Washington
Patrick Dickson, Washington Bureau Chief
dickson.patrick@stripes.com
(+1)(703)693.6957; DSN (312)223.6957
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News
bowers.brian@stripes.com
Joe Gromelski, Assistant Managing Editor, Web
gromelski.joe@stripes.com
Sean Moores, Assistant Managing Editor, 
Sports, Features and Graphics
moores.sean@stripes.com

CONTACT US
Washington
tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900; 
fax: (+1)202.761.0890
529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC 
20045-1301

Reader letters
letters@stripes.com

Additional contacts
stripes.com/contactus

OMBUDSMAN
Ernie Gates

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the 
free flow of news and information, reporting 
any attempts by the military or other authorities 
to undermine the newspaper’s independence. 
The ombudsman also responds to concerns and 
questions from readers, and monitors coverage for 
fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The 
ombudsman welcomes comments from readers, 
and can be contacted by email at ombudsman@
stripes.com, or by phone at 202.761.0587. 
 

Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published 
weekdays (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents 
Monday through Thursday and for $1 on Friday 
by Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO 
AP 96338-5002. Periodicals postage paid at San 
Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send address changes 
to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 
96338-5002.

This newspaper is authorized by the Department 
of Defense for members of the military services 
overseas. However, the contents of Stars and 
Stripes are unofficial, and are not to be considered 
as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government. As a DOD newspaper, Stars and 
Stripes may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for
distribution to remote locations where overseas 
DOD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication 
does not constitute endorsement by the Department 
of Defense or Stars and Stripes of the products
or services advertised. Products or services
advertised shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit 
factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

© Stars and Stripes 2014

stripes.com

N. Korea not the first to tighten grip with hair
 BY JAKE SCOBEY-THAL

Foreign Policy

WASHINGTON

Listen up, depraved youth of North 
Korea: Your long-haired revolu-
tion is officially over.

According to Radio Free Asia, 
the North Korean government has intro-
duced guidelines mandating all male uni-
versity students get the same haircut as 
Supreme Leader Kim Jong Uun — a tight 
fade on the sides and an awkward middle 
part on a floppy cut up top. The decree was 
reportedly issued in the capital, Pyong-
yang, two weeks ago and is now being im-
plemented nationwide.

As with most stories out of the Hermit 
Kingdom, these latest claims about North 
Korean fashion come thinly sourced. The 
story may very well be false — its verac-
ity has already been called into question. 
But if true, it wouldn’t be the first time the 
government has sought to impose restric-
tions on hairstyles. Last year, the regime 
outlined 28 acceptable cuts — 10 for men 
and 18 for women — that were showcased 
in framed photos in hair salons in Pyong-
yang. And in 2005, North Korea launched 
a crusade against long hair. A media cam-
paign declaring “let us trim our hair in 
accordance with Socialist lifestyle” urged 
men to shear based on “the demands of the 
military-first era.” Hair, wrote Minju Cho-
son, a government daily, is a “very impor-
tant issue that shows the people’s cultural 
standards and mental and moral state.”

In the magnitude of its depression and 
deplorable human rights record, North 
Korea is unique; in its alleged strategy of 

social control by buzzcut, it is not. In fact, 
authoritarian regimes around the world 
have for centuries imposed their political 
will by regulating men’s locks.

After the Manchus conquered China in 
the 1640s, the empire’s new rulers issued 
an edict forcing all adult men to shave the 
front of their head and tie the remaining 
hair in a queue, a long braided ponytail. 
The rule was imposed under penalty of 
death. The edict, former American diplo-
mat Edward Earl Rice writes in his book, 
“Mao’s Way,” reminded the “Chinese of 
their subordination to Manchu rule.” From 
the conquerors’ perspective, “the com-
mand to cut one’s hair or lose one’s head not 
only brought rulers and subjects together 
into a single physical resemblance; it also 
provided them with a perfect loyalty test,” 
the historian Frederic Wakeman notes in 
“The Great Enterprise,” his book about the 
Manchu conquest.

Around the same time in Russia, Peter 
the Great attempted to stamp out beards, 
which he viewed as a hopeless relic of his 
country’s past. Hoping to modernize Rus-
sia in the mold of the West, he imposed a 
beard tax. Individuals who paid the tar-
iff were given a copper token inscribed 
with the motto: “The beard is a useless 
burden.”

Several centuries later, during the 
1970s, Albanian dictator Enver Hoxha did 
away with such free-market methods and 
outlawed beards al together. Saparmurat 
Niyazov, the former president of Turk-
menistan, mimicked this crackdown on 
personal freedom when he appeared on 
television in February 2004 to decree that 

young men could no longer grow out their
hair or beards.

Elsewhere in the world, decrees govern-
ing grooming have often been issued in the
name of Islam. After the Taliban took con-
trol of Afghanistan in 1996, they required
men to wear beards in accordance with the
militants’ harsh interpretation of Shariah
law. In 2010, Islamic militants in Somalia 
ordered men in the capital of Mogadishu to 
leave beards untrimmed.

Iran’s clerics imposed their own brand of
religiously motivated restrictions in 2010:
ponytails and mullets were out, in favor of
tightly coiffed crew-cuts and side-parts.
“The proposed styles are inspired by Ira-
nians’ complexion, culture and religion,
and Islamic law,” said Jaleh Khodayar, the 
director of Iran’s Veil and Chastity Day
festival. Hair gel was permitted, but only 
in modest quantities.

Regardless of religion, authoritar-
ians don’t seem to have much love for
hippies. After overthrowing Greece’s
elected government in a 1967 military 
coup, strongman Georgios Papadopoulos
banned “decadent” long hair for men and 
mini-skirts for women. During the 1970s, 
Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew denied some 
foreigners entry into Singapore if their
hair was too long. Young people without a
clean cut, as Alex Josey writes in his book
“Lee Kuan Yew: The Crucial Years,” “are 
not employed as caddies at the golf courses
where Lee swings his clubs.”

Power: Sometimes it grows from a bar-
ber’s clippers. 

Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on editorials and columns that are published in the newspaper, and values letters on topics of importance in the lives of our readers. 
All letters must be signed, and must include the writer’s address or base and telephone number. Please limit all letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for length, 
taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to the Reader letters information on this page.

 Lend more help to military families
 Star Tribune (Minneapolis)  editorial 

Three years ago, a congressio-
nal hearing put a spotlight on 
shameful home loan practices 
that subjected military families 

to overcharges, harassing collection calls, 
“accidental” foreclosures and the denial of 
special legal protections aimed at easing 
the financial strain of active-duty service.

While banking behemoths promised to 
fix mistakes, an alarming new report from 
a fledgling federal consumer protection 
agency makes it clear that abuses of mili-
tary consumers are still occurring across 
the financial services industry and that 
heavy lifting is needed on the home front 
to enforce existing safeguards against 
predatory loans, evictions and default 
judgments and to guard against deceptive 
debt collectors.

Doing so is not just in the troops’ best in-
terest, it’s also in the nation’s best interests. 
Especially when forces are on the front 
lines, “We don’t want them to worry about 
financial problems while they are worry-
ing about the nation’s business,” said Rep. 
Tim Walz, a Democrat who represents 
southern Minnesota. Walz is a former 
Army National Guard sergeant major.

The report — detailing dubious practic-
es such as default judgments and attempts 
to collect nonexistent debts, as well as lack 
of awareness about military protections 
for home and student loans — was released 
this month by the Office of Servicemem-

ber Affairs, part of the new and embattled 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 
The CFPB was established in sweeping 
bank reforms enacted in 2010 after the 
mortgage-meltdown-fueled financial col-
lapse of 2008.

The CFPB’s mission: to bring a con-
sumer protection perspective to financial 
regulation and to provide federal oversight 
to parts of the market where it had been 
sorely lacking, such as payday lenders, 
debt collectors and credit reporting agen-
cies. There was such concern about mili-
tary families when the law was passed that 
Congress specified that the new agency 
would have a dedicated office for military 
consumers. Holly Petraeus, who has a long 
family history of military service, is the 
office’s assistant director.

There are already solid laws on the books 
to protect the financial security of military 
men and women. Provisions under the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act include a cap 
on interest rates, stays of proceedings and 
protections from evictions. The Military 
Lending Act guards against loans notori-
ous for high interest rates, such as payday 
loans and auto title loans.

The problem is that servicemembers 
often are unaware of these safeguards. 
Many financial firms appear to be as well 
or, worse, they choose to ignore them, judg-
ing from the 14,100 complaints filed by 
military consumers with the CFPB from 
July 2011 to February 2014. The volume 

of complaints filed with the agency surged 
148 percent from 2012 to 2013, according 
to the report.

That increase is not only a reflection of 
military consumers’ growing awareness 
of the CFPB, but of the need for an agen-
cy to assist them and all consumers with
concerns like this. So far, the agency has 
recovered more than $1 million on behalf 
of military consumers. More important, by
tracking mistreatment, spotlighting exist-
ing protections and helping consumers get
resolution, the CFPB is helping to deter fu-
ture abuses of our troops.

The good work by Petraeus and this
agency should be lauded by policymakers.
Instead, the CFPB is under attack in Con-
gress, where the Republican-controlled 
House recently passed legislation to weak-
en it.

The CFPB has few fans within the politi-
cally powerful financial services industry.
That’s not surprising. Before the agency
began operation in 2011, regulators often 
seemed more interested in protecting fi-
nancial firms than overseeing them. The
CFPB puts consumers first — a much-
needed change already improving the day-
to-day lives of military families.

The CFPB is off to a promising start, 
as the new report from Petraeus’ office 
shows. Lawmakers should let the agency
do its work instead of doing the bidding of
wealthy special interests to undermine its 
important mission. 



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 23

OPINION
Saturday, March 29, 2014

 BY SARAH MARANISS VANDER SCHAAFF

I was nearly 8 years old when an Air 
Florida Boeing 737-200 crashed into 
the 14th Street Bridge in Washington 
and fell into the Potomac River on 

Jan. 13, 1982. I remember standing near 
the TV, watching the news coverage of a 
man treading water in the freezing river 
while trying to save passengers.

The previous March, I’d watched the 
same TV while reporters discussed the 
condition of President Ronald Reagan 
and three others shot at the Washington 
Hilton.

We lived in Maryland, but our lives were 
focused on Washington and, because my 
dad worked at The Washington Post, on 
news.

Perhaps it’s fitting that one of my stron-
gest memories of giving birth to my oldest 
daughter is that the TV was on in the hos-
pital room and Tim Russert on “Meet the 
Press” was talking about the smoke ema-
nating from a chimney in the Sistine Cha-
pel. Also, contractions. Those I remember.

That little girl born just after the death 
of Pope John Paul II is now 8 years old.

She was born after 9/11, but the world 
has seen tragedy since, from a tsunami to 
a nuclear disaster to the killing of school-
children in Newtown, Conn. And whenever 

such events occur, I retreat from the news. 
TV off. No NPR in the car. Newspapers re-
moved from the dining room table.

When it comes to letting my kids learn 
about disturbing world events as they un-
fold, like so many of my friends, I have 
pushed back against my baby boomer tute-
lage, one that not only let me hear the news 
of the world but also let me see, with hon-
esty, how it affected the adults in my life. 
Could I spare my own kids from the confu-
sion and anxiety that sometimes created?

I’ve long thought it was because my 
parents came of age in the late ’60s that 
I was given a childhood that honored my 
liberation and personhood, sometimes, it 
seemed, more than my youth when it came 
to news. Maybe it was really because my 
dad brought home carbon typing paper 
and red grease pencils for editing, carried 
a reporter’s notebook and taught me, by 
age 6, “to always be one step ahead of your 
editor.”

As a kid, if there was news, I knew it. 
And this was before the explosion in infor-
mation and technology.

Was it good that I knew, as a 3-year-old, 
that Elvis had been found dead in a bath-
room? That I learned how to tie my shoe-
laces while watching reports on the Camp 
David Accords?

I remember sleeping on my big brother’s 

bedroom floor one night, afraid he might 
be drafted to fight a war somewhere in Af-
rica. He was 12. And going to a therapist 
who taught me breathing exercises be-
cause I worried Moammar Gadhafi would 
hijack the plane when I visited my grand-
parents in Florida.

That is why my daughter, the grand-
daughter and great-granddaughter of jour-
nalists, became aware of the disappearance 
of Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 after more 
than two weeks had passed, despite the un-
usual story dominating the news.

One day last week, on a visit to my folks, 
my daughter and I went with my dad to 
CNN so he could talk politics on a morn-
ing show.

In the green room, she was quiet. In fact, 
for the first time in about six years, she 
went five minutes without asking a ques-
tion that began with “why.”

People came in and out of the room. 
Many, it seemed, were aviation experts, 
quickly escorted to tiny interview rooms 
off the main hallway.

I turned and noticed the TV screen be-
hind me, the one with its volume off, the 
one my daughter had been focused on 
since we walked in, the one showing ongo-
ing coverage of the missing airliner: a host, 
journalists, experts, maps, re-creations , 
images of the plane’s flight path and poten-

tial fate. There was no volume, but the kid
could read. The captions and the crawl told
the story.

So that was it. The jig was up.
It wasn’t a president’s shooting, or a

plane in the Potomac, or an act of terror-
ism over Lockerbie, Scotland. It was a
plane with 239 people that disappeared
from the world.

I asked her if she wanted me to explain 
what she had seen. She did. So I tried.

And then I asked what she thought might 
have happened to the plane.

“Maybe it landed on the moon,” she
said.

She didn’t say it out of a naive under-
standing of space travel; she said it because
she can still hold the hope that if reality is
inscrutable , then the unfathomable can 
somehow be reality.

I remember feeling that, too, when I was
her age. It’s the part of the news story fin-
ished in your imagination. I can tell her
that.

But some piece of the protective layer I
had imagined I’d created around her has
forever been torn open. I can’t patch it, and 
now she knows I made it.
Sarah Maraniss Vander Schaaff blogs about life, 
parenthood and education at Lunch Box Mom and 
TheEducatedMom.com. This column first
appeared in The Washington Post. 

 BY JONATHAN ZIMMERMAN

A few years ago, I found myself sit-
ting on an airplane next to a gen-
tleman from Egypt. Talk quickly 
turned to the upheaval in his 

country, where the so-called Arab Spring 
was in full bloom.

“We want a real democracy,” he told 
me, “not like yours.” When I pressed him 
to elaborate, he shot back with a question 
of his own. “How many times have you 
voted,” he asked, “when someone named 
‘Bush’ or ‘Clinton’ wasn’t running?”

The answer, I sheepishly admitted, was 
once: in 2008. Before that — going back to 
1980, the first year I cast a ballot — every 
single presidential ticket featured someone 
from one of those two families.

That’s not good for our image overseas, 
or for our democracy at home. We tell the 
world that we’re a land of opportunity, 
where anyone can grow up to be the presi-
dent. Then we limit ourselves to a handful 
of political dynasties.

Lately, there’s been a lot of talk of an-
other Clinton-vs.-Bush contest. With her 
huge fundraising apparatus and name rec-
ognition, Hillary Rodham Clinton is the 
hands-down Democratic front-runner for 
2016. Meanwhile, Jeb Bush seems to be 
laying the groundwork to capture the GOP 
nomination.

Of course, neither Clinton nor Bush has 
announced any such plan. But the “super 
PAC” Ready for Hillary has already raised 
$4 million simply to “encourage” her to 
run. And Bush is canvassing the country 
like a presidential candidate, visiting three 
states over the next few weeks to campaign 
for fellow Republicans.

Of course, they’re hardly the first Amer-
ican politicians to exploit family connec-
tions. Our sixth president, John Quincy 
Adams, was the son of our second one; 
Benjamin Harrison’s grandfather Wil-
liam spent a very brief time in the White 
House half a century earlier; Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was preceded by Theodore, his 
distant cousin.

More recently, consider New York Govs. 

Cuomo (Mario and Andrew) or the Al 
Gores, Sr. and Jr., who served as senators 
from Tennessee. And then there are the 
Kennedys, who made no bones about their 
dynastic ambitions.

Joseph P. Kennedy drafted his son John 
into politics after the death of JFK’s older 
brother. And when JFK vacated his Mas-
sachusetts Senate seat to enter the White 
House, his father anointed the youngest 
Kennedy, 30-year-old Teddy, as his suc-
cessor. “Look, I spent a lot of money for 
that Senate seat,” Joseph Kennedy said. “It 
belongs in the family.”

But we’ve never had a time when presi-
dential politics is as dominated by a few 
select bloodlines. That limits the pool of 
eligible national leaders, which is bad 
enough. But it also makes it harder for 
them to govern once they get to the White 
House, where they must simultaneously 
demonstrate fealty to the family and inde-
pendence from it.

That’s the story of George W. Bush, who 
frequently pulled out his birth certificate 
during his first political campaign — a 
failed bid for Congress in 1978 — to show 
that his middle name (Walker) was dif-

ferent from his father’s (Herbert Walker). 
“Would you like me to run as Sam Smith?”
a frustrated Bush asked. “The problem is I 
can’t abandon my background.”

Once he became president, though, Bush
also had to prove he was his own man. His
invasion of Iraq was at least partially mo-
tivated by his father’s refusal to occupy it 
during the Persian Gulf War. But it also ap-
peared to be aimed at exacting revenge on
Saddam Hussein, who had plotted to assas-
sinate the elder Bush. “This is the guy who
tried to kill my dad,” Bush told a campaign
rally, six months before the Iraq invasion.
Never mind that President Bill Clinton had 
earlier ordered a missile strike on Iraq 
to retaliate for the plot. This was about
family.

And make no mistake, another Clinton 
presidency would be about family too. One
way or another, everything Hillary Clinton 
does will address her husband’s legacy.
His fundraising acumen powered her as-
cent into the Senate, and he’d obviously be
a key player in her presidency, just like she 
was in his.

As for Jeb Bush, nobody will forget that
he was governor of Florida when a highly
controversial recount there catapulted his 
brother into the White House. Bush has
said that he moved from Texas to Florida
to “get out from [his] father’s shadow.”

Yet he’ll never be able to escape it, or his
brother’s.

“Dynasty, shmynasty,” Jeb Bush 
quipped in 2000, dismissing the concept.
But at least one member of the family rec-
ognizes its dangers. “If we can’t find more
than two or three families to run for office,
that’s silly,” Jeb’s mother, Barbara, said in
an interview in January. “The Kennedys, 
Clintons, Bushes — there are just more 
families than that.”

She’s right. It’s time to send a different
one to the White House. That’s what a real 
democracy would do.
Jonathan Zimmerman teaches history and educa-
tion at New York University. His most recent book 
is “Small Wonder: The Little Red Schoolhouse in 
History and Memory.” This column first appeared 
in the Los Angeles Times. 

Dynasties aren’t what’s best for democracy

Tough to avert children’s eyes from shocking sights

 LARA SOLT, THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS/AP JEFF SCHEID, LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL/AP

Left:  Former  Secretary of State  Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks at an education confer-
ence  in Irving, Texas, on Monday . Right: Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush  participates in
an education forum  in Las Vegas  on Thursday .  Their surnames are familiar to voters.
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Sports 
on AFN

College basketball

College baseball

College hockey Deals

Men’s NIT
Quarterfinals

Tuesday, March 25
Clemson 73, Belmont 68
Minnesota 81, Southern Miss 73
Wednesday, March 26
Florida State 78, Louisiana Tech 75
SMU 67, California 65

At Madison Square Garden
New York
Semifinals

Tuesday, April 1
Minnesota (23-13) vs. Florida State 

(22-13)
Clemson (23-13) vs. SMU (26-9)

Championship
Thursday, April 3

Semifinal winners 

CBI
Quarterfinals

Monday, March 24
Siena 54, Penn State 52
Old Dominion 82, Radford 59
Illinois State 62, Texas A&M 55
Fresno State 72, Princeton 56

Semifinals
Wednesday, March 26

Siena 61, Illinois State 49
Fresno State 71, Old Dominion 64

Championship Series
(Best-of-three)
(x-if necessary)

Monday, March 31
Siena (18-17) at Fresno State (20-16)

Wednesday, April 2
Fresno State at Siena

Saturday, April 5
x-Fresno State at Siena 

CIT
Quarterfinals

Wednesday, March 26
VMI 92, Ohio 90
Yale 72, Columbia 69
Pacific 75, San Diego 60

Thursday, March 27
Murray State 85, Towson State 73

Semifinals
Tuesday, April 1

Yale (22-12) at VMI (22-12)
Pacific (18-15) at Murray State (21-11)

Championship
Thursday, April 3

Semifinal winners

NCAA Men’s Division II
tournament

Thursday, March 27
At Evansville, Ind.

Semifinals
Central Missouri 71, Metro State 69
West Liberty 86, S. Carolina Aiken 83

Saturday, March 29
At Evansville, Ind.

Championship
Central Missouri vs. West Liberty

Women’s NIT
Third Round

Wednesday, March 26
Washington 62, San Diego 55
Thursday, March 27
South Florida 74, George Washington 

57
Indiana 66, Northwestern 65
Bowling Green 63, Michigan 53
Rutgers 91, Seton Hall 79, 2OT
Mississipi State 59, Auburn 54
South Dakota State 70, Minnesota 62

Friday, March 28
Colorado (19-14) vs. UTEP (26-7)

Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 30

Indiana (21-12) at South Dakota State 
(25-9)

South Florida (22-12) at Mississipi 
State (22-13)

Monday, March 31
Rutgers (25-9) at Bowling Green (30-4)

March 29-31
Colorado-UTEP winner vs. Washington 

(20-13)

NCAA Women’s Division II
tournament 

Wednesday, March 26
At Erie, Pa.
Semifinals

West Texas A&M 80, Nova Southeast-
ern 66

Bentley 77, Cal Poly Pomona 62
Friday, March 28

At Erie, Pa.
Championship

West Texas A&M vs. Bentley

Thursday’s scores
EAST

Rutgers-Newark 8, Baruch 4
Thiel 9, Hiram 4

SOUTH
Belhaven at Spring Hill, ppd.
Bridgewater (Va.) 5, Christopher New-

port 1
Lincoln (Pa.) at Chowan, ppd.
Longwood at Radford, ppd.
Millligan 13, Emory & Henry 7
Pfeiffer at Erskine, ppd.
Randolph-Macon 9, Va. Wesleyan 5
St. Andrews 11, Peace 1
Thomas More 5, Transylvania 2
Winston-Salem St. 8, Saint Augus-

tine’s 3

NCAA Division I tournament
NORTHEAST REGIONAL

At Worcester, Mass.
First Round

Saturday, March 29
Boston College (26-7-4) vs. Denver (20-

15-6)
UMass-Lowell (25-10-4) vs. Minnesota 

State-Mankato (26-13-1)
Championship

Sunday, March 30
Semifinal winners

EAST REGIONAL
At Bridgeport, Conn.

First Round
Friday, March 28

Union (N.Y.) (28-6-4) vs. Vermont (20-
14-3)

Quinnipiac (24-9-6) vs. Providence (21-
10-6)

Championship
Saturday, March 29

Semifinal winners
MIDWEST REGIONAL

At Cincinnati
First Round

Friday, March 28
Ferris State (28-10-3) vs. Colgate (20-

13-5)
Wisconsin (24-10-2) vs. North Dakota 

(23-13-3)
Championship

Saturday, March 29
Semifinal winners

WEST REGIONAL
At St. Paul, Minn.

First Round
Saturday, March 29

Minnesota (25-6-6) vs. Robert Morris 
(19-17-5)

Notre Dame (23-14-2) vs. St. Cloud 
State (21-10-5)

Championship
Saturday, March 30

Semifinal winners
FROZEN FOUR

At Philadelphia
Semifinals

Thursday, April 10
Northeast champion vs. East cham-

pion
Midwest champion vs. West cham-

pion
Championship

Saturday, April 12
Semifinal winners

Thursday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Placed LHP Craig 

Breslow and RHP Steven Wright on the 
15-day DL, retroactive to March 21.

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned INF 
Justin Sellers to Columbus (IL). Reas-
signed RHP Matt Capps, C Luke Carlin,
RHP Shaun Marcum and C Matt Treanor 
to their minor league camp.

DETROIT TIGERS — Optioned INF Eu-
genio Suarez to Erie (EL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Claimed OF Alex
Presley off waivers from Minnesota. Des-
ignated LHP Raul Valdes for assignment.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Returned LHP 
Patrick Schuster, a Rule 5 draft pick, to
Arizona, where he was assigned to Reno
(PCL).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Assigned LHP
Scott Diamond and OF Chris Parmelee 
outright to Rochester (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Reassigned
RHP Danny Burawa, RHP Chris Leroux 
and LHP Fred Lewis to minor league
camp.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Chris Young on a one-
year contract. Designated LHP Bobby
LaFromboise for assignment.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Placed LHP
J.A. Happ on the 15-day DL. Optioned C 
Erik Kratz to Buffalo (IL).

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Assigned 

RHP Archie Bradley to their minor league 
camp.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned RHP Er-
nesto Mejia to Gwinnett (IL).

COLORADO ROCKIES — Optioned C 
Mike McKenry, INF Josh Rutledge and INF 
Ryan Wheeler to Colorado Springs (PCL).
Reassigned OF Jason Pridie and OF Tim 
Wheeler to their minor league camp.

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned OF Jake
Marisnick and INF Donovan Solano to
New Orleans (PCL). Reassigned RHP 
Henry Rodriguez, RHP Chris Hatcher, OF
Matt Angle, INF Juan Diaz and INF Austin
Nola to their minor league camp.

NEW YORK METS — Selected the con-
tract of LHP John Lannan from Las Vegas
(PCL).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Released
OF Bobby Abreu. Placed RHP Mike Adams,
RHP Miguel Gonzalez, RHP Ethan Martin,
SS Freddy Galvis, LHP Cole Hamels and 
1B Darin Ruf on the 15-day DL.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to
terms with OF Starling Marte on a six-
year contract. Optioned RHP Brandon 
Cumpton to Indianapolis (IL). Acquired
OF Keon Broxton from Arizona for a 
player to be named and assigned him to
Altoona (EL).

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Signed
LHP Mike Gonzalez to a minor league 
contract. Optioned LHP Xavier Cedeno, 
OF Jeff Kobernus, RHP Ryan Mattheus 
and 1B Ted Moore to Syracuse (IL) and C 
Sandy Leon to Harrisburg (EL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS — Signed F 
James Nunnally to a second 10-day con-
tract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Agreed to
terms with DT Domata Peko on a two-
year contract extension through the 
2016 season.

DETROIT LIONS — Signed S James Ihe-
digbo.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Agreed to terms 
with RB Knowshon Moreno on a one-year
contract.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed G Vlad-
imir Ducasse.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms 
with LB Shaun Phillips on a multiyear 
contract.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Re-signed 
CB E.J. Biggers to a one-year contract.

Canadian Football League
EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Signed QB Pat

White.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
BUFFALO SABRES — Recalled D Ramus

Ristolainen and F Johan Larsson from
Rochester (AHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Recalled
G Mike McKenna from Springfield (AHL).

DALLAS STARS — Signed F Alex Guptill 
to a two-year, entry-level contract. Re-
called F Chris Mueller from Texas (AHL).

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Recalled F 
John Persson from Bridgeport (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

CHIVAS USA — Waived D Carlos Borja.
SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES — Signed

general manager John Doyle to a con-
tract extension. 

Tennis

Sony Open
Thursday

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park
Key Biscayne, Fla.

Purse: Men, $5.65 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $5.43 million (Premier)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles

Men
Quarterfinals

Tomas Berdych (7), Czech Republic, 
def. Alexandr Dolgopolov (22), Ukraine, 
6-4, 7-6 (3).

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Milos Ra-
onic (12), Canada, 4-6, 6-2, 6-4.

Women
Semifinals

Serena Williams (1), United States, 
def. Maria Sharapova (4), Russia, 6-4, 6-
3.

Li Na (2), China, def. Dominika Cib-
ulkova (10), Slovakia, 7-5, 2-6, 6-3.

Doubles
Men

Semifinals
Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 

Farah, Colombia, def. Ryan Harrison and 
Jack Sock, United States, 2-6, 6-4, 11-9.

Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 
def. Michael Llodra and Nicolas Mahut 
(8), France, 7-6 (2), 6-2.

Pro baseball

Golf

Pro soccer

Spring training
AMERICAN LEAGUE

 W L Pct
Tampa Bay 16 6 .727
Cleveland 19 8 .704
Los Angeles 18 10 .643
Seattle 17 11 .607
Baltimore 13 9 .591
New York 16 12 .571
Detroit 14 12 .538
Oakland 14 13 .519
Toronto 14 13 .519
Kansas City 11 15 .423
Houston 10 15 .400
Texas 10 15 .400
Chicago 9 14 .391
Boston 10 16 .385
Minnesota 8 15 .348

NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct
Miami 18 11 .621
San Francisco 17 11 .607
Pittsburgh 14 10 .583
Washington 15 13 .536
Arizona 12 11 .522
Colorado 14 13 .519
New York 14 14 .500
St. Louis 11 13 .458
San Diego 10 12 .455
Cincinnati 14 17 .452
Chicago 13 18 .419
Milwaukee 12 17 .414
Atlanta 12 18 .400
Los Angeles 6 11 .353
Philadelphia 9 17 .346

Note: Split-squad games count in the 
standings; games against non-major 
league teams do not.

Thursday’s games
Washington 4, N.Y. Mets 0
Miami 6, St. Louis 4
Detroit 9, Atlanta 3
Toronto 3, Philadelphia 0
N.Y. Yankees 4, Pittsburgh 2
Chicago Cubs 4, Chicago White Sox 3
Cincinnati (ss) 9, Arizona (ss) 1
Cincinnati (ss) 8, Milwaukee 2
Cleveland 3, Arizona (ss) 2
Boston 4, Minnesota 1
Tampa Bay 4, Baltimore 3
L.A. Angels 7, L.A. Dodgers 5
Oakland 4, San Francisco 0

Friday’s games
Tampa Bay vs. Detroit at Lakeland, 

Fla.
Boston vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, 

Fla.
N.Y. Mets vs. Toronto at Montreal
Miami vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia
Houston vs. Texas at San Antonio
Kansas City at Milwaukee
Cleveland vs. San Diego at San Diego 

(Fowler Park)
Chicago Cubs at Arizona
Colorado vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers
Oakland at San Francisco

Saturday’s Games
Minnesota vs. Boston at Fort Myers
N.Y. Mets vs. Toronto at Montreal
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia
Miami vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla.
Houston vs. Texas at San Antonio
Detroit at Washington
Kansas City at Milwaukee
Seattle vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 

Ariz.
San Francisco vs. Oakland at Phoenix
Cleveland vs. San Diego at San Diego 

(Fowler Park)
Chicago Cubs at Arizona
L.A. Dodgers at L.A. Angels

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Houston 2 0 0 6 5 0
Columbus 2 0 0 6 5 1
Toronto FC 2 0 0 6 3 1
Philadelphia 1 1 1 4 3 3
Sporting Kansas City 1 1 1 4 2 2
Chicago 0 1 2 2 4 5
New York 0 1 2 2 3 6
New England 0 2 1 1 0 5
Montreal 0 3 0 0 2 6
D.C. 0 2 0 0 0 4

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 2 0 1 7 7 4
Seattle 2 1 0 6 4 2
Vancouver 1 0 2 5 5 2
Real Salt Lake 1 0 2 5 5 4
Chivas USA 1 1 1 4 5 6
Colorado 1 0 1 4 3 1
Portland 0 1 2 2 2 4
San Jose 0 1 1 1 3 4
Los Angeles 0 1 1 1 1 2

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
New England 0, Vancouver 0, tie
Montreal , Seattle FC
Real Salt Lake 1, Los Angeles 1, tie
Toronto FC 1, D.C. United 0
Colorado 2, Portland 0
Columbus 2, Philadelphia 1
Sporting Kansas City 1, San Jose 0
FC Dallas 3, Chivas USA 1

Sunday’s games
Chicago 1, New York 1, tie
Seattle FC 2, Montreal 0

Saturday, March 29
Chicago at D.C. United
Montreal at Philadelphia
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado
Houston at Vancouver
Portland at FC Dallas
Toronto FC at Real Salt Lake
Columbus at Seattle FC
New England at San Jose

Sunday, March 30
Chivas USA at New York

Valero Texas Open
PGA Tour

Friday
At TPC San Antonio

San Antonio
Purse: $6.2 million

Yardage: 7,435; Par: 72 (36-36)
Completed First Round

Andrew Loupe 34-33—67 -5
Pat Perez 35-33—68 -4
Danny Lee 35-33—68 -4
Will MacKenzie 35-34—69 -3
Seung-Yul Noh 33-36—69 -3
Cameron Beckman 36-33—69 -3
Chesson Hadley 37-32—69 -3
Steven Bowditch 37-32—69 -3
Justin Hicks 33-36—69 -3
Bo Van Pelt 32-37—69 -3
Miguel Angel Carballo 35-34—69 -3
Aaron Baddeley 35-35—70 -2
Freddie Jacobson 35-35—70 -2
Michael Thompson 34-36—70 -2
Charlie Beljan 37-33—70 -2
Carl Pettersson 36-34—70 -2
Stuart Appleby 38-32—70 -2
Zach Johnson 34-36—70 -2
Jim Furyk 35-35—70 -2
Charley Hoffman 36-34—70 -2
Ben Curtis 36-34—70 -2
Heath Slocum 34-36—70 -2
Alex Aragon 35-35—70 -2
Jim Renner 35-35—70 -2
Brice Garnett 34-36—70 -2
Brian Harman 35-35—70 -2
Scott Brown 34-36—70 -2
Matt Kuchar 37-33—70 -2
Kevin Na 36-34—70 -2
Fred Funk 35-35—70 -2
Trevor Immelman 35-35—70 -2
Ted Potter, Jr. 36-35—71 -1
Brendon Todd 36-35—71 -1
Erik Compton 36-35—71 -1
Brooks Koepka 38-33—71 -1
Alex Prugh 35-36—71 -1
James Hahn 37-34—71 -1
Cameron Tringale 36-35—71 -1
Andres Romero 37-34—71 -1
Jason Kokrak 35-36—71 -1
Martin Flores 36-35—71 -1
Jerry Kelly 34-37—71 -1
Brian Davis 35-36—71 -1
Chad Collins 37-34—71 -1
Camilo Villegas 35-36—71 -1
John Rollins 37-34—71 -1
Josh Teater 35-36—71 -1
Tyrone Van Aswegen 34-37—71 -1
Briny Baird 36-36—72 E
Richard H. Lee 37-35—72 E
Joe Durant 37-35—72 E
Ryan Palmer 36-36—72 E
J.B. Holmes 36-36—72 E
William McGirt 37-35—72 E
John Merrick 35-37—72 E
Martin Laird 36-36—72 E
John Senden 35-37—72 E
Troy Matteson 36-36—72 E
Branden Grace 35-37—72 E
Ben Martin 35-37—72 E
Jeff Maggert 36-36—72 E
Daniel Summerhays 34-38—72 E
Michael Putnam 35-37—72 E
Robert Streb 34-38—72 E
David Lingmerth 38-35—73 +1
Tommy Gainey 38-35—73 +1
Mark Wilson 37-36—73 +1
Greg Chalmers 38-35—73 +1
Charlie Wi 37-36—73 +1
Jim Herman 37-36—73 +1
Brendon de Jonge 35-38—73 +1
Brian Gay 36-37—73 +1
Johnson Wagner 36-37—73 +1
Harrison Frazar 34-39—73 +1
Matt Bettencourt 40-33—73 +1
Andrew Svoboda 36-37—73 +1 

Kia Classic
LPGA Tour
Thursday

At Aviara Golf Club
Carlsbad, Calif.

Purse: $1.7 million
Yardage: 6,593; Par: 72 (36-36)

(a-amateur)
First Round

Paula Creamer 34-33—67 -5
Mariajo Uribe 32-35—67 -5
Jodi Ewart Shadoff 33-35—68 -4
Shanshan Feng 35-33—68 -4
Cristie Kerr 33-35—68 -4
Mi Hyang Lee 33-35—68 -4
Tiffany Joh 35-34—69 -3
Azahara Munoz 35-34—69 -3
Inbee Park 34-35—69 -3
Lizette Salas 34-35—69 -3
Lexi Thompson 36-33—69 -3
Marina Alex 34-36—70 -2
Katie M. Burnett 34-36—70 -2
Dori Carter 34-36—70 -2
Victoria Elizabeth 36-34—70 -2
Julieta Granada 37-33—70 -2
Rebecca Lee-Bentham 35-35—70 -2
Stacy Lewis 34-36—70 -2
Mo Martin 34-36—70 -2
Caroline Masson 35-35—70 -2
Ai Miyazato 36-34—70 -2
Becky Morgan 34-36—70 -2
Se Ri Pak 35-35—70 -2
Brooke Pancake 34-36—70 -2
So Yeon Ryu 34-36—70 -2
Kelly Tan 34-36—70 -2
Ayako Uehara 33-37—70 -2
Michelle Wie 37-33—70 -2
Sun Young Yoo 37-33—70 -2
Silvia Cavalleri 35-36—71 -1
Cydney Clanton 35-36—71 -1
Veronica Felibert 34-37—71 -1
Katie Futcher 36-35—71 -1
Karine Icher 35-36—71 -1
Eun-Hee Ji 35-36—71 -1
Katherine Kirk 34-37—71 -1
Gerina Piller 36-35—71 -1
Beatriz Recari 36-35—71 -1
Ashleigh Simon 35-36—71 -1
Yani Tseng 34-37—71 -1
Sandra Changkija 36-36—72 E
Na Yeon Choi 36-36—72 E
Mi Jung Hur 35-37—72 E
Pat Hurst 35-37—72 E
Moriya Jutanugarn 34-38—72 E
P.K. Kongkraphan 38-34—72 E
Seon Hwa Lee 36-36—72 E
Belen Mozo 39-33—72 E
Ji Young Oh 35-37—72 E
x-Mariah Stackhouse 34-38—72 E
Jenny Suh 36-36—72 E
Christel Boeljon 36-37—73 +1
Julia Boland 36-37—73 +1
Carlota Ciganda 38-35—73 +1
Laura Diaz 36-37—73 +1
Natalie Gulbis 37-36—73 +1
Juli Inkster 37-36—73 +1
Nicole Jeray 35-38—73 +1
Christina Kim 37-36—73 +1
I.K. Kim 38-35—73 +1
Meena Lee 34-39—73 +1
Mirim Lee 36-37—73 +1
Amelia Lewis 39-34—73 +1
Giulia Molinaro 36-37—73 +1
Anna Nordqvist 38-35—73 +1
Jennifer Rosales 36-37—73 +1
Jenny Shin 37-36—73 +1
Sarah Jane Smith 36-37—73 +1
Kris Tamulis 36-37—73 +1
Amy Yang 36-37—73 +1
Chella Choi 39-35—74 +2
Irene Coe 36-38—74 +2
Paz Echeverria 37-37—74 +2
Austin Ernst 39-35—74 +2
Hee-Won Han 38-36—74 +2 

AP sportlight
March 29

1929 — The Boston Bruins win the 
Stanley Cup with a 2-1 victory over the 
New York Rangers to complete a two-
game sweep.

1940 — Joe Louis knocks out Johnny 
Paychek in the second round at Madison 
Square Garden in New York to retain the 
world heavyweight title.

1941 — Wisconsin, led by Gene En-
glund’s 13 points, wins the NCAA basket-
ball championship with a 39-34 victory 
over Washington State.

1952 — George Mikan of the Minne-
apolis Lakers scores an NBA playoff re-
cord 47 points in an 88-78 loss in Game 
1 of the Western Division Finals against 
Rochester.

1960 — Boston’s Bill Russell pulls down 
an NBA Finals record 40 rebounds, as the 
Celtics lose to St. Louis, 113-103. 
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BY LARRY LAGE

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Triple Crown 
winner Miguel Cabrera will 
earn a baseball-record $292 mil-
lion over the next decade under 
a $248 million, eight-year deal 
with the Detroit Tigers through 
2023.

Cabrera is due $44 million over 
the final two years of his $152.3 
million, eight-year contract that 
runs through 2015. The new deal 
was announced Friday at a news 
conference in Lakeland, Fla.

The contract’s average of $31 
million tops the previous mark 
of $30,714,286 set by Los An-
geles Dodgers pitcher Clayton 
Kershaw in his $215 million, 
seven-year deal in January. The 
total commitment tops the record 
set by New York Yankees third 
baseman Alex Rodriguez with a 
$275 million, 10-year agreement 
in 2007.

Cabrera will make $45,858 per 
plate appearance under the new 
deal’s $31 million average an-
nual value, based on his yearly 
average of 676 plate appearances 
during six seasons with the Ti-
gers. That’s higher than the aver-
age U.S. yearly wage of $42,498 
in 2012, according to the Social 
Security Administration.

The Tigers and owner Mike 
Ilitch, who desperately wants to 
win a World Series, close spring 
training showing their fans they 
are willing to pay what it takes 
to keep great players in today’s 
market.

The franchise offered right-
hander Max Scherzer $144 mil-
lion over six years this month, 
but the AL Cy Young Award win-
ner turned it down, likely setting 
himself up to become a free agent 
after the World Series. Detroit 
dealt Prince Fielder and his $214 
million contract in November 
to Texas — less than two years 
after giving it to him — for sec-
ond baseman Ian Kinsler, and is 

sending $30 million to the Rang-
ers as part of the swap.

Clearly, the Tigers want Ca-
brera to end his career in the 
Motor City.

Cabrera, who turns 31 on April 
18, has been voted AL MVP in 
each of the last two seasons. He is 
the first player to win the award 
in consecutive seasons since 
Frank Thomas two decades ago.

The Venezuelan slugger won 
the Triple Crown in 2012 — be-
coming the first player to lead 
either league in batting average, 
homers and RBIs since 1967, 
when Boston’s Carl Yastrzemski 
pulled off the feat.

Cabrera followed that startling 
year with another strong season 
despite struggling to stay healthy. 
He led the majors with a .348 av-
erage last year, and his 44 homers 
and 137 RBIs were both second 
to Baltimore’s Chris Davis.

Cabrera was limited to 148 
games last season — after play-
ing 161 in each of the previous 
two years — because of a sore 
back and left hip flexor, a strained 
lower abdomen, shin trouble and 
a groin tear that led to offseason 
surgery.

The eight-time All-Star has 
appeared to be healthy during 
spring training. And injuries 
seem to be the only thing that can 
stop Cabrera.

He has a .321 career average 
with 365 homers and 1,260 RBIs, 
numbers that rank him with the 
greatest sluggers in the history of 
the game. He has played six sea-
sons in Detroit after spending his 
first five with the Marlins.

“He’s got an unbelievable 
stroke,” Hall of Famer Al Kaline, 
who works in the Tigers’ front of-
fice, once said. “It’s so effortless 
the way he gets through the zone 
so easily.”

The Tigers have won three 
straight AL Central titles in part 
because Cabrera has led the 
league with averages of .348, .330 
and .344. He has led the league in 
homers and RBIs twice. 

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 0 0 .000 —
Boston 0 0 .000 —
New York 0 0 .000 —
Tampa Bay 0 0 .000 —
Toronto 0 0 .000 —

Central Division
Chicago 0 0 .000 —
Cleveland 0 0 .000 —
Detroit 0 0 .000 —
Kansas City 0 0 .000 —
Minnesota 0 0 .000 —

West Division
Houston 0 0 .000 —
Los Angeles 0 0 .000 —
Oakland 0 0 .000 —
Seattle 0 0 .000 —
Texas 0 0 .000 —

 National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 0 0 .000 —
Miami 0 0 .000 —
New York 0 0 .000 —
Philadelphia 0 0 .000 —
Washington 0 0 .000 —

Central Division
Chicago 0 0 .000 —
Cincinnati 0 0 .000 —
Milwaukee 0 0 .000 —
Pittsburgh 0 0 .000 —
St. Louis 0 0 .000 —

West Division
Los Angeles 2 0 1.000 —
Colorado 0 0 .000 1
San Diego 0 0 .000 1
San Francisco 0 0 .000 1
Arizona 0 2 .000 2

Sunday’s game
L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 1-0) at San Diego 

(Cashner 0-0)
Monday’s games

Chicago Cubs (Samardzija, 0-0) at 
Pittsburgh (Liriano, 0-0)

Kansas City (Shields, 0-0) at Detroit 
(Verlander 0-0)

Washington (Strasburg 0-0) at New 
York Mets (Gee 0-0)

Philadelphia (Lee 0-0) at Texas (Schep-
pers 0-0)

Atlanta (Teheran 0-0) at Milwaukee 
Gallardo (0-0)

Boston (Lester 0-0) at Baltimore (Till-
man 0-0)

Minnesota (Nolasco 0-0) at Chicago 
White Sox (Sale 0-0)

St. Louis (Wainwright 0-0) at Cincin-
nati (Cueto 0-0)

Toronto (Dickey 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(Fernandez 0-0)

Colorado (De La Rosa 0-0) at Miami 
(Price 0-0)

San Francisco (Bumgarner 0-0) at Ari-
zona (McCarthy 0-0)

Cleveland (Masterson 0-0) at Oakland 
(Gray 0-0)

Seattle (Hernandez 0-0) at Anaheim 
(TBD)

Calendar
March 26 — Last day to request un-

conditional release waivers on a player 
without having to pay his full 2014 sal-
ary.

March 30 — Opening day in North 
America, Los Angeles Dodgers at San 
Diego. Active rosters reduced to 25 play-
ers.

June 5 — Amateur draft.
July 15 — All-Star Game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players. 

MICHELLE O’CONNOR/AP

Ryu Hyun-jin will get the 
starting nod for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers on Sunday in San 
Diego for the Padres’ season 
opener. 

Scoreboard

KATHY WILLENS/AP

Detroit’s Miguel Cabrera will earn a baseball-record $292 million 
over the next decade after inking an eight-year, $248 million deal 
with the Tigers.

Cabrera set to earn 
record $292 million 
over next decade

MLB/SPORTS BRIEFS
Briefl y

Manziel wows at 
his NFL pro day

The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION, Texas — 
Johnny Manziel put on a show at 
his NFL pro day for an audience 
that included former President 
George H.W. Bush.

The 2012 Heisman Trophy win-
ner threw for 75 officials from 30 
teams on the Texas A&M campus 
on Thursday.

He also had some special 
guests, as the former President 
and wife Barbara rolled into the 
facility on golf carts about 10 
minutes into the workout.

Manziel threw about 65 passes 
to six receivers, including A&M 
teammate Mike Evans, who like 
Manziel is expected to a first-
round pick in May’s draft. Man-
ziel caused a stir by choosing to 
wear a helmet and shoulder pads 
during the workout.

Manziel didn’t understand 
why it was a big deal, saying: 
“You play the game on shoulder 
pads on Sundays. Why not come 
out and do it? ... For me it was a 
no-brainer.”

In other NFL news:
� The Philadelphia Eagles 

have released wide receiver De-
Sean Jackson.

The team cut Jackson on Friday. 
He was coming off a career-best 
season in Philadelphia, leading 
the team with 82 catches for 1,332 
yards and nine touchdowns.

Jackson had a $10.25 million 
contract for the 2014 season, a 
stiff price the Eagles were not 
willing to pay. He was signed 
through 2016.

He has 356 career receptions 
for 6,117 yards and 32 touch-
downs. The 27-year-old Jackson 
is entering his seventh season.

� Mark Sanchez and Michael 
Vick have traded places.

Bounced out of New York after 
the Jets signed Vick last Friday, 
Sanchez agreed to a contract with 
the Philadelphia Eagles on Thurs-
day, according to a person with 
knowledge of the agreement. The 
person spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity 
because the Eagles haven’t offi-
cially announced the move.

Sanchez spent last season on 
injured reserve after tearing the 
labrum in his right shoulder in a 
preseason game. 

 � The Seattle Seahawks have 
signed free agent cornerback 
Phillip Adams, adding depth to 
a secondary that has lost three 
players off last season’s Super 
Bowl championship team.

 � The Tennessee Titans have 
agreed to a multiyear deal with 
linebacker Shaun Phillips.

 Phillips has missed only eight 
games in his career. He becomes 
the second linebacker Tennessee 
has signed this month who played 
for Denver last season, joining 
Wesley Woodyard.

� The Detroit Lions signed 

James Ihedigbo to a $3.1 mil-
lion, two-year contract, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the
negotiations. 

 �  Baltimore Ravens running 
back Ray Rice has been indicted
on a charge he assaulted his fi-
anceé in an elevator at casino in 
Atlantic City, N.J.

Rice had been charged with
simple assault after police said
he knocked out Janay Palmer on 
Feb. 15 at the Revel Casino. But
a grand jury indicted him Thurs-
day on a more serious count of
aggravated assault. It carries a 
three-to-five-year sentence.

� Running back Knowshon
Moreno has agreed to terms
on a one-year contract with the
Miami Dolphins, whose running
game ranked 26th in the NFL last
season.

Moreno, a five-year veteran,
had his best season in 2013 when
he rushed for 1,038 yards, caught 
60 passes and scored 13 touch-
downs playing with  the Denver
Broncos.

Colter: ‘We know what 
we’re doing’ with union

BRADENTON, Fla. — Kain 
Colter is not completely sure
what the landscape will one day
look like if college athletes are al-
lowed to unionize. He’s just more 
convinced than ever that it’s be-
come necessary.

The former Northwestern quar-
terback, now essentially the face
of the movement that could com-
pletely reshape college sports,
said Thursday that a federal agen-
cy’s decision to allow the Wildcats 
to form a union was an expected
victory — but also represents just
the first step in what he knows
will be a lengthy process.

“There’s so many different
components,” Colter said in an 
interview with The Associated
Press. “But what this does ... it 
ensures that players have a voice
and whatever route this goes and
whatever structure comes from
college sports, we have input. 
We’re out there sacrificing so 
much. We’re a big part of what 
college sports is today and the
revenue that’s generated off of it.
We deserve to have a say in that.
We deserve a seat at the table”

 Williams wins 15th 
straight over Sharapova

 KEY BISCAYNE, Florida
— Serena Williams beat Maria
Sharapova for the 15th consecu-
tive time, rallying in both sets
for a 6-4, 6-3 victory in the Sony 
Open semifinals on Thursday.

Williams, seeking a record
seventh Key Biscayne title, im-
proved to 16-2 against Sharapova
and hasn’t lost to her favorite foil 
since 2004. 
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NHL
Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Boston 73 50 17 6 106 233 153
Montreal 75 42 26 7 91 195 188
Tampa Bay 73 40 24 9 89 217 195

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 73 46 22 5 97 226 183
N.Y. Rangers 74 41 29 4 86 197 179
Philadelphia 72 38 27 7 83 206 204

Wild Card
Columbus 72 37 29 6 80 204 196
Detroit 73 33 26 14 80 195 209

Washington 73 34 27 12 80 212 218
Toronto 74 36 30 8 80 216 231
New Jersey 73 31 28 14 76 177 190
Carolina 73 32 32 9 73 184 205
Ottawa 72 29 29 14 72 205 243
N.Y. Islanders 73 28 35 10 66 204 246
Florida 74 27 39 8 62 178 240
Buffalo 73 20 45 8 48 139 218

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-St. Louis 73 50 16 7 107 238 164
Chicago 74 42 17 15 99 244 191
Colorado 73 46 21 6 98 224 200

Pacific Division
x-San Jose 75 47 19 9 103 230 181
x-Anaheim 72 47 18 7 101 231 182
Los Angeles 74 43 25 6 92 185 157

Wild Card
Minnesota 74 37 26 11 85 183 188
Phoenix 74 36 26 12 84 205 209

Dallas 72 34 27 11 79 203 207
Vancouver 75 34 30 11 79 183 201
Nashville 74 32 31 11 75 183 219
Winnipeg 74 33 32 9 75 206 216
Calgary 73 30 36 7 67 185 214
Edmonton 73 25 39 9 59 180 241

Note: Top three teams in each divi-
sion and two wild-card teams with the 
most points qualify for the playoffs. Two 
points for a win, one point for overtime 
loss.

x-clinched playoff spot
 Thursday’s games

Phoenix 3, New Jersey 2, SO
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Islanders 2, SO
Boston 3, Chicago 0
Los Angeles 3, Pittsburgh 2
Montreal 5, Detroit 4
Carolina 3, Florida 0
St. Louis 5, Minnesota 1
Nashville 6, Buffalo 1
Colorado 3, Vancouver 2, OT
Winnipeg 4, San Jose 3

Friday’s games
Toronto at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Columbus
Chicago at Ottawa
Nashville at Dallas
N.Y. Rangers at Calgary
Anaheim at Edmonton

Saturday’s games
Boston at Washington
San Jose at Colorado
Tampa Bay at Buffalo
Detroit at Toronto
Montreal at Florida
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders
Columbus at Carolina
Dallas at St. Louis
Minnesota at Phoenix
Anaheim at Vancouver
Winnipeg at Los Angeles

Thursday
Bruins 3, Blackhawks 0

Chicago 0 0 0—0
Boston 1 0 2—3

First Period—1, Boston, Bergeron 24 
(Bartkowski, Paille), 11:50.

Third Period—2, Boston, Soderberg 14 
(Kelly, Boychuk), 5:28. 3, Boston, Bergeron 
25 (Marchand), 5:41.

Shots on Goal—Chicago 8-9-11—28. 
Boston 10-6-7—23.

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0 
of 2; Boston 0 of 1.

Goalies—Chicago, Crawford 29-14-10 
(23 shots-20 saves). Boston, Rask 33-14-5 
(28-28).

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:18.

Coyotes 3, Devils 2 (SO)
Phoenix 1 1 0 0—3
New Jersey 0 1 1 0—2

Phoenix won shootout 1-0
First Period—1, Phoenix, Chipchura 4 

(Korpikoski, Summers), 2:21.
Second Period—2, Phoenix, Summers 

2 (Chipchura, Vrbata), 16:57. 3, New Jer-
sey, Clowe 6 (Merrill, Josefson), 19:59.

Third Period—4, New Jersey, Henrique 
24 (Elias, Mar.Brodeur), 10:32.

Shootout—Phoenix 1 (Boedker G, Vr-
bata NG), New Jersey 0 (Brunner NG, 
Clowe NG, Elias NG).

Shots on Goal—Phoenix 8-6-11-2—27. 
New Jersey 4-13-8-3—28.

Power-play opportunities—Phoenix 0 
of 3; New Jersey 0 of 4.

Goalies—Phoenix, Greiss 9-5-2 (28 
shots-26 saves). New Jersey, Mar.Bro-
deur 17-14-5 (27-25).

A—0 (17,625). T—2:37.

Hurricanes 3, Panthers 0
Carolina 1 2 0—3
Florida 0 0 0—0

First Period—1, Carolina, Tlusty 13 
(E.Staal, Bellemore), 9:09.

Second Period—2, Carolina, Tlusty 14 
(Loktionov, Faulk), 2:30. 3, Carolina, Skin-
ner 28 (Dwyer), 5:46.

Shots on Goal—Carolina 12-15-5—32. 
Florida 9-14-12—35.

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 1; Florida 0 of 3.

Goalies—Carolina, Khudobin 16-12-0 
(35 shots-35 saves). Florida, Luongo 23-
21-7 (12-11), Ellis (0:00 second, 20-18).

A—12,379 (17,040). T—2:21.

Kings 3, Penguins 2
Los Angeles 1 1 1—3
Pittsburgh 0 2 0—2

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Carter 26 
(Gaborik, Kopitar), 15:23 (pp).

Second Period—2, Los Angeles, Marti-
nez 10 (Stoll, Toffoli), 6:59. 3, Pittsburgh, 
Kunitz 33 (Megna, Crosby), 7:33. 4, Pitts-
burgh, Pyatt 4 (Gibbons, Goc), 15:42.

Third Period—5, Los Angeles, Doughty 
9 (Brown, Pearson), 3:51.

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 8-11-13—
32. Pittsburgh 10-14-13—37.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 1 of 3; Pittsburgh 0 of 7.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Jones 11-5-0 (37 
shots-35 saves). Pittsburgh, Zatkoff 12-5-
1 (32-29).

A—18,650 (18,387). T—2:31.

Canadiens 5, Red Wings 4
Montreal 2 1 2—5
Detroit 0 1 3—4

First Period—1, Montreal, Plekanec 19 
(Subban, Gallagher), 5:14. 2, Montreal, 
Plekanec 20 (Subban), 14:11.

Second Period—3, Detroit, Sheahan 6 
(Glendening, Lashoff), 1:28. 4, Montreal, 
Desharnais 14 (Vanek), 11:03.

Third Period—5, Detroit, Tatar 17, 1:24. 
6, Detroit, Tatar 18 (Jurco, Sheahan), 4:30. 
7, Montreal, Pacioretty 33 (Desharnais, 
Vanek), 5:48. 8, Montreal, Vanek 26 (Mar-
kov, Emelin), 11:15. 9, Detroit, Franzen 16 
(Nyquist, Helm), 11:36.

Shots on Goal—Montreal 9-9-11—29. 
Detroit 9-12-9—30.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 3; Detroit 0 of 2.

Goalies—Montreal, Price 31-18-5 (30 
shots-26 saves). Detroit, Howard 17-18-
11 (29-24).

A—20,066 (20,066). T—2:29.

Blues 5, Wild 1
Minnesota 0 0 1—1
St. Louis 2 1 2—5

First Period—1, St. Louis, Oshie 19 
(Backes, Polak), 4:43. 2, St. Louis, Oshie 
20, 19:34 (sh).

Second Period—3, St. Louis, Schwartz 
23 (Colaiacovo, Bouwmeester), 13:10 
(pp).

Third Period—4, St. Louis, Oshie 21 
(Bouwmeester, Backes), 7:18. 5, St. Louis, 
Morrow 12 (Steen, Sobotka), 10:45 (pp). 
6, Minnesota, Parise 25 (Coyle, Koivu), 
11:11.

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 9-6-13—28. 
St. Louis 8-6-10—24.

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 
0 of 6; St. Louis 2 of 5.

Goalies—Minnesota, Kuemper 12-8-4 
(24 shots-19 saves). St. Louis, Miller 24-
24-4 (28-27).

A—19,646 (19,150). T—2:27.

Avalanche 3, Canucks 2 (OT)
Vancouver 1 1 0 0—2
Colorado 1 1 0 1—3

First Period—1, Vancouver, Weber 5 
(Jensen, D.Sedin), 10:50 (pp). 2, Colorado, 
Duchene 23 (Benoit, McLeod), 15:40.

Second Period—3, Colorado, Landesk-
og 24 (Stastny, Sarich), 8:58. 4, Vancou-
ver, Kassian 13 (Hamhuis, Booth), 18:38.

Overtime—5, Colorado, Barrie 10 
(Duchene, O’Reilly), :55.

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 10-10-10-
1—31. Colorado 8-12-7-1—28.

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
1 of 5; Colorado 0 of 3.

Goalies—Vancouver, Lack 15-14-5 (28 
shots-25 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 36-
14-5 (31-29).

A—16,965 (18,007). T—2:31.

Predators 6, Sabres 1
Buffalo 0 1 0—1
Nashville 4 1 1—6

First Period—1, Nashville, Sissons 1 
(Clune, Nystrom), 6:26. 2, Nashville, Wil-
son 8 (Stalberg, Spaling), 11:44. 3, Nash-
ville, Jarnkrok 1 (Bourque, Smith), 11:53.
4, Nashville, S.Weber 19 (Cullen, Horn-
qvist), 19:17 (pp).

Second Period—5, Buffalo, Ristolain-
en 2 (Flynn, Larsson), 2:06. 6, Nashville,
S.Weber 20 (Josi, Fisher), 6:19.

Third Period—7, Nashville, Nystrom 14 
(Clune), 19:20.

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 4-15-14—33.
Nashville 15-6-13—34.

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 3; Nashville 1 of 3.

Goalies—Buffalo, Hackett 1-2-0 (15
shots-11 saves), Lieuwen (0:00 second, 
19-17). Nashville, Hutton 17-11-4 (33-32).

A—16,729 (17,113). T—2:28.

Lightning 3, Islanders 2 (SO)
N.Y. Islanders 0 2 0 0—2
Tampa Bay 0 1 1 0—3

Tampa Bay won shootout 5-4
Second Period—1, Tampa Bay, Callah-

an 14 (Gudas, Filppula), :29. 2, N.Y. Island-
ers, Strome 5 (Martin, Donovan), 1:33. 
3, N.Y. Islanders, Donovan 2 (Nielsen,
A.Lee), 9:17.

Third Period—4, Tampa Bay, Callahan
15 (Brewer), 5:50.

Shootout—N.Y. Islanders 4 (Strome
NG, Nielsen G, Nelson G, Bailey NG, Clut-
terbuck NG, Martin NG, McDonald G, 
A.Lee NG, Persson NG, Hickey NG, Cizikas
G, Halmo NG, Sundstrom NG), Tampa Bay
5 (Malone NG, Kostka G, Palat G, Callahan 
NG, Filppula NG, Hedman NG, Stamkos G,
Kucherov NG, Purcell NG, T.Johnson NG,
Carle G, Killorn NG, Salo G).

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 9-12-4-
2—27. Tampa Bay 8-9-10-4—31.

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is-
landers 0 of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 3.

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Nabokov 13-
14-7 (31 shots-29 saves). Tampa Bay,
Bishop 35-11-7 (27-25).

A—18,554 (19,204). T—2:49.

Jets 4, Sharks 3
Winnipeg 1 2 1—4
San Jose 2 1 0—3

First Period—1, San Jose, Boyle 9 (Hav-
lat, Sheppard), 1:57. 2, Winnipeg, Ladd 22 
(Frolik, Little), 2:33. 3, San Jose, Burns 21 
(Pavelski, Marleau), 14:27 (pp).

Second Period—4, Winnipeg, Wheeler
25, 1:55. 5, Winnipeg, Byfuglien 20 (Wheel-
er, Frolik), 9:32 (pp). 6, San Jose, Couture
20 (Sheppard, Havlat), 11:23 (pp).

Third Period—7, Winnipeg, Enstrom 9
(Wheeler, Little), 16:24 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 10-9-12—31. 
San Jose 11-10-9—30.

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
2 of 5; San Jose 2 of 4.

Goalies—Winnipeg, Montoya 13-8-3 
(30 shots-27 saves). San Jose, Niemi 36-
15-7 (31-27).

A—17,562 (17,562). T—2:22.

Calendar
April 13 — Last day of regular season.
April 16 — Stanley Cup Playoffs begin.
May 25-31 — NHL combine, Toronto.
June 18 — Last possible day for Stan-

ley Cup finals.
June 25 — NHL awards, Las Vegas.
June 27-28 — NHL Draft, Philadelphia.
July 1 — Free agency begins.
July 5 — Deadline for player-elected

salary arbitration notification. 

Roundup

Bergeron, Bruins
blank Blackhawks

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The Boston Bruins 
weren’t content with a one-goal 
lead, not against the team that 
erased that same deficit to win 
the Stanley Cup in their building.

So they scored two goals in 
a 13-second span early in the 
third period and beat the Chica-
go Blackhawks 3-0 on Thursday 
night, nine months after their late 
collapse in Game 6 of last year’s 
finals.

“Chicago’s an easy team to get 
up for, especially with what hap-
pened last year,” Boston forward 
Chris Kelly said.

The Blackhawks clinched their 
second title in four years with a 3-
2 victory when Brian Bickell tied 
it with 1:16 to play and Dave Bol-
land scored the winner with 59 
seconds left last June 24.

“Coming back brought some 
memories,” Chicago forward 
Patrick Sharp said after his first 
game at TD Garden since he and 
his teammates skated there with 
the Stanley Cup. “We’re happy 
with what we accomplished, but 
that’s in the past and we’re ready 
to try and do it again.”

But the NHL’s highest scoring 
team couldn’t do much against 
the hottest, stingiest club in the 
league as Tuukka Rask stopped 
28 shots in posting his NHL-lead-
ing seventh shutout.

“You always feel better about 
yourself when you play good 
against good teams like that,” he 
said. “I don’t think they got too 
many chances.”

So the Blackhawks, in fourth 
place in the Western Conference, 
must wait to pick up the one point 
they need to clinch a playoff berth 
for the sixth straight season.

“We’re not looking too far 
ahead,” coach Joel Quenneville 
said. “We’re looking to get one 
more win ... and go from there.”

Patrice Bergeron scored two 
goals and Carl Soderberg had one 
as the Bruins rebounded from 
a shootout loss to Montreal on 
Monday that ended their 12-game 
winning streak.

In their last 14 games, the Bru-
ins have outscored opponents 
51-19. They lead second-place 
Pittsburgh in the Eastern Con-
ference by nine points with nine 
games to play for each.

Kings 3, Penguins 2: Drew 
Doughty scored early in the third 
period to give his team the lead 
for good as visiting Los Angeles 
beat Pittsburgh for its franchise-
record tying eighth straight road 
win.

Alec Martinez and Jeff Carter 
also scored for Los Angeles, and 
Martin Jones made 35 saves as 
the Kings matched the club road 
record set from Dec. 18, 1974-
Jan. 16, 1975. 

Canadiens 5, Red Wings 4: 
Max Pacioretty broke a third-
period tie and Tomas Plekanec 

scored twice as visiting Montreal 
beat Detroit.

Tomas Vanek added a goal and 
two assists, and David Deshar-
nais had a goal and an assist for 
Montreal. P.K. Subban had two 
assists, and Carey Price made 26 
saves. 

Blues 5, Wild 1: T.J. Oshie 
scored three goals for his first 
NHL hat trick, and Ryan Miller 
made 27 saves to lead host St. 
Louis’ rout of Minnesota.

St. Louis has won three in a row 
overall and nine straight against 
the Wild. The Blues lead the NHL 
with 107 points.  

Coyotes 3, Devils 2 (SO): 
Thomas Greiss stopped all three 
New Jersey shootout attempts 
and Mikkel Boedker scored on his 
team’s first try as visiting Phoe-
nix improved its playoff chances 
in the Western Conference.

The Coyotes, who hold the sec-
ond wild card spot, earned five of 
six possible points during their 
three-game road trip and opened 
a five-point lead over idle Dallas. 

Hurricanes 3, Panthers 0: Jiri 
Tlusty scored twice and Anton 
Khudobin stopped 35 shots to lead 
visiting Carolina over Florida.

Khudobin recorded his first 
shutout this season and the third 
of his NHL career. His last shut-
out was March 31, 2013, at Buf-
falo. Jeff Skinner also scored for 
the Hurricanes. 

Lightning 3, Islanders 2 (SO): 
Sami Salo scored in the 13th 
round of a shootout to lift host 
Tampa Bay past New York.

The shootout was tied at 4 
through 12 rounds before Salo 
put a backhander past Evgeni 
Nabokov. Ben Bishop preserved 
the win by making a glove save 
on Johan Sundstrom. 

Predators 6, Sabres 1: Shea 
Weber scored twice to pace Nash-
ville’s rout of Buffalo that ended a 
six-game losing streak at home.

Colton Sissons, Colin Wilson, 
Calle Jarnkrok, and Eric Nys-
trom also scored for Nashville, 
which has won three of four. 

Avalanche 3, Canucks 2 (OT): 
Tyson Barrie scored 55 seconds 
into overtime and Semyon Var-
lamov stopped 29 shots as host 
Colorado moved a step closer to 
its first playoff berth in four years 
by beating Vancouver.

Matt Duchene scored and as-
sisted on the winner, and Gabriel 
Landeskog added a goal. 

Jets 4, Sharks 3: Tobias En-
strom scored a power-play goal 
with 3:36 remaining in the third 
period to help visiting Winnipeg 
deal a blow to San Jose’s chances 
to finish in first place.

Blake Wheeler added a goal 
and two assists for the Jets, who 
trail Phoenix by nine points in 
the race for the second wild card 
spot in the Western Conference. 
Andrew Ladd and Dustin Byfug-
lien also scored, and Al Montoya 
made 27 saves. 

CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Boston center Patrice Bergeron, left, congratulates goalie Tuukka 
Rask after the Bruins defeated Chicago on Thursday in Boston. 
Bergeron had two goals and Rask a shutout in the Bruins’ 3-0 win.
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Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: STP 500 at Martinsville, 
Va.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Central European Time.

Track: Martinsville Speedway (oval, 
0.526 miles).

Race distance: 263 miles, 500 
laps.

Last year: Jimmie Johnson raced to 
his eighth Martinsville victory.

Last week: Kyle Busch won at 
Fontana for the second straight year, 
holding off Kyle Larson, Tony Stewart 
and Kurt Busch in a two-lap sprint.

Fast facts: Richard Petty won a 
record 15 times at Martinsville, the 
only remaining venue from NASCAR’s 
inaugural 1949 season. 

Next race: Duck Commander 500, 
April 6, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

Driver standings
 1. Carl Edwards........................ 186
 2. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ................. 185
 3. Jeff Gordon .......................... 184
 4. Brad Keselowski ................... 182
 5. Matt Kenseth ........................179
 6. Jimmie Johnson ....................165
 7. Kyle Busch ........................... 158
 8. Ryan Newman ..................... 150
 9. Austin Dillon......................... 150
10. Joey Logano..........................146
11. Denny Hamlin .......................140
12. Jamie McMurray .................. 138
13. Brian Vickers ........................137
14. Paul Menard ........................ 134
15. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. .............. 132
16. Kyle Larson ...........................131
17. Tony Stewart .........................127
18. Casey Mears ........................ 126
19. Kasey Kahne ........................ 123
20. Marcos Ambrose .................. 122   

Driver to watch

There have been five winners in as many 
races this season, so if early form holds you 
can forget about Dale Earnhardt Jr., Kevin 
Harvick, Brad Keselowski, Carl Edwards or 
Kyle Busch. That makes Jeff Gordon a very 
good candidate for a victory on Sunday. 
Gordon won at Martinsville in October, and he 
has eight victories at the track. He’s also had 

a fairly consistent early season, finishing in the 
top 10 in four of the five Cup races thus far. 
Incidentally, a sixth different winner in the first 

six races of the season would set a record 
in the Chase era. 

NATIONWIDE SERIES

Next race: O’Reilly Auto Parts 300, 
April 4, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort 
Worth.

Last week: Kyle Larson raced to his 
first Nationwide win, holding off Kevin 
Harvick and Kyle Busch at Fontana.

Online: nascar.com
— The Associated Press

VERIZON INDYCAR

This week: Firestone Grand Prix at 
St. Petersburg, Fla.

TV: (Delayed), AFN-Xtra, 8:30 a.m. 
Monday, CET.

Track: Streets of St. Petersburg 
(street course, 1.8 miles).

Race distance: 198 miles, 110 
laps.

Last year: James Hinchcliffe won 
the opener for Andretti Autosport.

 Next race: Toyota Grand Prix of 
Long Beach, April 13, Streets of Long 
Beach, Calif.

Online: indycar.com
— The Associated Press

CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCKS SERIES

This week: Kroger 250 at Martins-
ville, Va.

Track: Martinsville Speedway (oval, 
0.526 miles).

Race distance: 105.2 miles, 200 
laps.

Last year: Johnny Sauter raced to 
his second straight victory.

Last race: Kyle Busch won at Day-
tona on Feb. 21.

 Next race: North Carolina Educa-
tion Lottery 200, May 16, Charlotte 

Motor Speedway, Concord, N.C.
Online: nascar.com

— The Associated Press

FORMULA ONE

This week: Malaysian Grand Prix at 
Kuala Lumpur.

Track: Sepang International Circuit 
(road course, 3.44 miles).

Race distance: 192.88 miles, 56 
laps.

Last year: Red Bull’s Sebastian 
Vettel won after ignoring orders and 
overtaking teammate Mark Webber for 
the lead.

Last race: Mercedes’ Nico Rosberg 
won the season-opening Australia 
Grand Prix on March 16.

 Next race: Bahrain Grand Prix, April 
6, Bahrain International Circuit, Sakhir.

Online: formula1.com
— The Associated Press

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

This week: SummitRacing.com 
NHRA Nationals at Las Vegas.

Track: The Strip at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway.

Last year: Allen Johnson swept the 
K&N Horsepower Challenge event and 
regular Pro Stock competition. Tony 
Schumacher won in Top Fuel, and 
Cruz Pedregon topped Funny Car.

Last event: Robert Hight won the 
Gatornationals on March 26, beating  
John Force in Funny Car. Doug Kalitta 
(Top Fuel), Johnson (Pro Stock) and 
Steve Johnson (Pro Stock Motorcycle) 
also won.

Online: nhra.com
— The Associated Press

AUTO RACING

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

New Zealand’s Scott Dixon celebrates after winning the first IndyCar Grand Prix of Houston on Oct. 5. 
Much has changed since Dixon wrapped up his third IndyCar championship five months ago. He’s got 
a new engine manufacturer in Chevrolet, and longtime teammate Dario Franchitti has retired and been 
replaced by Target Chip Ganassi Racing with Indianapolis 500 winner Tony Kanaan.

Dixon forced to defend
title without Franchitti
Champ opens IndyCar season minus retired teammate

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.

So much has changed for Scott Dixon since he 
wrapped up his third IndyCar championship 
five months ago in California.

Target Chip Ganassi Racing’s offseason 
move to Chevrolet has given Dixon a new engine 
for the year, and when he heads into Sunday’s sea-
son-opener through the streets of St. Petersburg, 
he won’t have longtime teammate Dario Franchitti 
alongside him for the first time in six years.

Franchitti was forced to retire because of injuries 
suffered in an October crash in Houston, and he’s 
been replaced in the Target lineup by Indianapolis 
500 winner Tony Kanaan.

Dixon and Franchitti were a fearsome duo for five 
seasons. With an open dialogue, teamwork and a 
tight friendship, the two combined for four champi-
onships, 29 victories and two Indianapolis 500 wins 
for Franchitti.

Now half of that pair is on the sidelines — Franchit-
ti has taken a role as a driver coach with the Ganassi 
organization — and Dixon is adjusting to life with-
out his close mate in the car.

“It is a big loss, not just for myself, but I think for 
the team and also for the series,” Dixon said. “The 
positive side is that he’s still going to be involved 
with the team. He’s obviously very talented. He’s 
won a lot of races, achieved many things. But when 
it comes down to the engineering side of it, his ap-
proach to a race weekend, I think it is something 
that will be missed a little bit. Hopefully with his 
involvement we can keep that going.

“As a friend, it is going to be great to have him 
around. We’ll have to see how big that change is as 
we get through the year with different drivers and 
different combinations.”

Dixon has had two chances to work with new 
teammate Kanaan on race weekends, both in the 
Tudor United Sports Car Series. They’ve also tested 
their Indy cars together, and Dixon doesn’t seem 
concerned that his red No. 9 Target team will be any 
less formidable without Franchitti in the red No. 10.

“There’s many different ways to look at it — I think 
TK is a great driver, he’s won a championship, he’s 
won many races,” Dixon said. “He may be stronger 
in other areas and maybe a little weaker in others. I 
think with the team combination, drivers and engi-
neering, we can try to bring that back together and 
make it a strong 1-2 punch.”

The landscape of the series will be a bit different 
now that Juan Pablo Montoya has returned to open 
wheel after seven years in NASCAR. Once a team-
mate of Dixon’s in the Ganassi organization, Mon-
toya is now with rival Team Penske and determined 
to win races again. 

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

Injuries over the course of his career forced three-
time Indianapolis 500 winner Franchitti to retire.
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 The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Philadelphia 
coach Brett Brown was grasp-
ing for positives after his team 
tied an NBA record for futility by 
dropping its 26th straight game 
on Thursday night.

“We still don’t have the poorest 
record in the league,” said Brown, 
whose Sixers have won one more 
game than league-worst Milwau-
kee. “When you look at the reali-
ties of where we ended up, it’s not 
as painful and as shocking as it 
may seem to others.”

Regardless of the Bucks’ re-
cord, Philadelphia’s winless 
stretch has been matched in NBA 
history only by the 2010-11 Cleve-
land Cavaliers.

James Harden had 26 points, 10 
rebounds and 10 assists in three 
quarters for his second career 
triple-double to lead the Houston 
Rockets to the 120-98 win — their 
fifth straight.

The 76ers (15-57) stuck around 
early before a big second-quarter 
run allowed the Rockets to pull 
away and roll to the win.

The 76ers can set the record for 
NBA ineptitude at home against 

Detroit on Saturday.
 The Sixers haven’t won since 

Jan. 29 and are two games from 
going winless in two straight 
months. There was little vis-
ible emotion as the final seconds 
ticked away and the players slow-
ly made their way off the court.

But rookie Michael Carter-Wil-
liams didn’t like what he saw dur-
ing the game and addressed the 
team afterward.

“During the game a couple of 
guys had long faces ... and I found 
myself a little bit down,” said 
Carter-Williams, who had 10 as-
sists. “I just don’t want anyone in 
this locker room feeling bad for 
themselves. ... I think that’s really 
important that we don’t get down 
on ourselves and we just give up 
just because we have a certain 
amount of losses.”

Dwight Howard added 17 points 
and 13 rebounds for Houston. 
Terrence Jones had 20 points.

Trail Blazers 100, Hawks 85: 
LaMarcus Aldridge had 25 points 
and 16 rebounds in his return 
from a back injury, and Portland 
beat host Atlanta to end a three-
game losing streak.

Damian Lillard added 21 points 

for the Trail Blazers, who had lost 
seven of 10 and were in danger 
of falling out of the fifth spot in 
the Western Conference playoff 
standings. 

Clippers 109, Mavericks 103: 
Chris Paul scored 31 points, Blake 
Griffin added 18 points and 13 re-
bounds, and visiting Los Angeles 
rallied from a 10-point deficit in 
the fourth quarter to beat Dallas.

 Vince Carter scored 23 points 
off the bench for the Mavericks, 
going 4-for-5 on three-pointers. 
Dirk Nowitzki had 21 points but 
only two in the fourth quarter.

Los Angeles maintained its 
one-game lead over Houston 
for second place in the Western 
Conference.

 Bucks 108, Lakers 105: 
Brandon Knight scored 30 points, 
Ramon Sessions added 22 and 
host Milwaukee beat Los Ange-
les to break an eight-game losing 
streak.

The Bucks swept the season 
series with the Lakers for the 
first time since 2006-07. Knight 
scored a career-high 37 points 
in Milwaukee’s 94-79 victory on 
Dec. 31 in the other meeting. 

BOB LEVEY/AP

The Rockets’ Dwight Howard dunks against Philadelphia’s Thaddeus Young (21) as the 76ers’ Hollis 
Thompson (31) and Michael Carter-Williams look on in Houston. 

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 40 31 .563 —
Brooklyn 37 33 .529  2½
New York 30 42 .417 10½
Boston 23 48 .324 17
Philadelphia 15 57 .208 25½

Southeast Division
y-Miami 48 22 .686 —
Washington 36 35 .507 12½
Charlotte 35 37 .486 14
Atlanta 31 40 .437 17½
Orlando 20 52 .278 29

Central Division
y-Indiana 52 20 .722 —
Chicago 40 31 .563 11½
Cleveland 29 44 .397 23½
Detroit 26 45 .366 25½
Milwaukee 14 58 .194 38

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
x-San Antonio 55 16 .775 —
Houston 49 22 .690  6
Memphis 43 28 .606 12
Dallas 43 30 .589 13
New Orleans 31 40 .437 24

Northwest Division
x-Oklahoma City 52 19 .732 —
Portland 46 27 .630  7
Minnesota 35 35 .500 16½
Denver 32 40 .444 20½
Utah 23 49 .319 29½

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 51 22 .699 —
Golden State 44 27 .620  6
Phoenix 43 29 .597  7½
Sacramento 25 46 .352 25
L.A. Lakers 24 47 .338 26

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Wednesday’s games
Phoenix 99, Washington 93
Charlotte 116, Brooklyn 111, OT
Toronto 99, Boston 90
Cleveland 97, Detroit 96
Minnesota 107, Atlanta 83
New Orleans 98, L.A. Clippers 96
Indiana 84, Miami 83
San Antonio 108, Denver 103
New York 107, Sacramento 99
Memphis 91, Utah 87

Thursday’s games
Portland 100, Atlanta 85
Houston 120, Philadelphia 98
Milwaukee 108, L.A. Lakers 105
L.A. Clippers 109, Dallas 103

Friday’s games
Charlotte at Orlando
Indiana at Washington
Boston at Toronto
Cleveland at Brooklyn
Miami at Detroit
Portland at Chicago
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota
Sacramento at Oklahoma City
Utah at New Orleans
San Antonio at Denver
New York at Phoenix
Memphis at Golden State

Saturday’s games
Detroit at Philadelphia
L.A. Clippers at Houston
Atlanta at Washington
Sacramento at Dallas
Miami at Milwaukee
New Orleans at San Antonio

Thursday
Clippers 109, Mavericks 103

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 4-12 3-4 12, 
Griffin 8-14 2-3 18, Jordan 7-9 2-2 16,  Paul 
9-18 9-10 31, Collison 4-9 0-0 11, Davis 1-
3 0-0 2,  Crawford 3-12 6-6 14, Dudley 1-2 
0-0 3, Granger 1-3 0-0 2,  Green 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 38-82 22-25 109.

DALLAS — Marion 2-8 0-0 4, Nowitzki 
7-15 6-10 21, Dalembert 3-5 0-0 6,  Calde-
ron 3-6 0-0 9, Ellis 4-19 4-4 12, Carter 9-
13 1-2 23,  Blair 0-0 0-0 0, Harris 1-5 4-5 
7, Crowder 5-5 2-2 13, Wright 3-3 2-4 8. 
Totals 37-79 19-27 103.

L.A. Clippers 29 29 23 28—109
Dallas 29 31 21 22—103

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 11-26 
(Paul 4-8, Collison 3-4, Crawford  2-7, Dud-
ley 1-1, Barnes 1-5, Granger 0-1), Dallas 
10-20 (Carter 4-5,  Calderon 3-4, Crowder
1-1, Harris 1-3, Nowitzki 1-4, Marion 0-1, 
Ellis  0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
L.A. Clippers 45 (Jordan 15), Dallas 52 
(Dalembert 11). Assists—L.A. Clippers 
22 (Paul 9), Dallas 21 (Ellis 7).  Total
Fouls—L.A. Clippers 24, Dallas 21. Tech-
nicals—Barnes, Griffin,  Paul, Crowder,
Ellis, Marion. A—19,912 (19,200). 

Trail Blazers 100, Hawks 85
PORTLAND — Batum 5-10 0-0 12, Al-

dridge 9-21 7-7 25, Lopez 4-7 3-3 11,  Lil-
lard 7-15 3-4 21, Matthews 4-10 0-0 11, 
Robinson 4-4 2-4 10,  M.Williams 3-6 1-2 
8, Barton 1-5 0-1 2, Wright 0-2 0-0 0. Totals
37-80 16-21 100.

ATLANTA — Carroll 5-6 0-1 11, Millsap 
3-15 4-5 10, Brand 5-10 1-1 11,  Teague 10-
18 1-1 22, Mack 3-9 2-2 9, Muscala 3-9 0-0 
6,  L.Williams 5-12 5-7 16, Scott 0-3 0-0 0, 
Schroder 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 34-84 13-17 85.

Portland 22 31 25 22—100
Atlanta 16 21 27 21— 85
Three-Point Goals—Portland 10-26 

(Lillard 4-9, Matthews 3-6, Batum 2-6, 
M.Williams 1-2, Barton 0-1, Wright 0-
2), Atlanta 4-22 (Carroll 1-2, Mack  1-4,
Teague 1-4, L.Williams 1-5, Schroder 0-1, 
Scott 0-2, Millsap 0-4).  Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Portland 53 (Aldridge 16), At-
lanta 49 (Brand  12). Assists—Portland 24 
(M.Williams 11), Atlanta 17 (L.Williams,
Mack  4). Total Fouls—Portland 20, Atlan-
ta 19. Technicals—Matthews. A—13,228 
(18,729).  

Bucks 108, Jazz 105
L.A. LAKERS — Johnson 1-2 1-1 3, Hill 

13-17 2-2 28, Kaman 6-12 1-2 13,  Marshall 
2-7 0-0 5, Meeks 4-10 0-0 10, Sacre 3-5 2-2 
8,  Young 6-14 2-2 17, Bazemore 4-7 0-2 
9, Henry 2-8 3-4 7, Kelly 1-3 3-3 5. Totals
42-85 14-18 105.

MILWAUKEE — Middleton 6-9 0-0 
14, Adrien 3-8 2-3 8, Pachulia 4-6 2-2 10, 
Knight 12-21 4-6 30, Sessions 5-10 11-14 
22, Henson 3-6 4-7 10,  Udoh 2-4 0-0 4, 
Antetokounmpo 4-6 1-2 10. Totals 39-70 
24-34 108.

L.A. Lakers 30 23 27 25—105
Milwaukee 26 29 32 21—108
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 7-21 

(Young 3-8, Meeks 2-5, Bazemore 1-1, 
Marshall 1-2, Kelly 0-1, Johnson 0-1, Hen-
ry 0-3), Milwaukee 6-10  (Middleton 2-3, 
Knight 2-4, Antetokounmpo 1-1, Sessions 
1-2). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. 
Lakers 44 (Hill 16), Milwaukee 44 (Adrien
9).  Assists—L.A. Lakers 23 (Marshall 7), 
Milwaukee 15 (Sessions 5). Total  Fouls—
L.A. Lakers 24, Milwaukee 21. A—15,439 
(18,717). 

Rockets 120, 76ers 98
PHILADELPHIA — Thompson 2-4 0-

0 6, Young 6-16 1-2 15, Sims 6-11 6-8 18, 
Carter-Williams 2-11 0-0 4, Anderson 11-
18 2-2 30, Varnado 2-2 1-2 5,  Williams 3-9 
1-2 8, Nunnally 1-5 0-0 3, Ware 2-10 1-2 7, 
Mullens 0-1 0-0 0, Davies 0-3 2-4 2. Totals
35-90 14-22 98.

HOUSTON — Parsons 7-14 0-0 16, Jones 
8-15 4-6 20, Howard 6-6 5-9 17,  Beverley 1-
2 2-2 5, Harden 9-17 5-6 26, Lin 4-9 4-4 13, 
Motiejunas 3-7 0-0 6, Asik 2-4 0-1 4, Ham-
ilton 1-5 0-0 3,  Canaan 2-6 0-0 5, Casspi 
1-5 3-6 5. Totals 44-90 23-34 120.

Philadelphia 28 21 31 18— 98
Houston 35 28 37 20—120
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 14-

36 (Anderson 6-11, Thompson 2-3, Young 
2-5, Ware 2-6, Williams 1-3, Nunnally 1-3, 
Davies 0-1, Mullens 0-1,  Carter-Williams
0-3), Houston 9-26 (Harden 3-8, Parsons 
2-4, Beverley  1-2, Lin 1-2, Canaan 1-3, 
Hamilton 1-3, Motiejunas 0-2, Jones 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Philadel-
phia 52 (Young 9), Houston 68 (Howard 
13). Assists—Philadelphia 23 (Carter-
Williams 10), Houston 27 (Harden  10).
Total Fouls—Philadelphia 26, Houston 22. 
A—18,334 (18,023). 

Scoreboard

76ers tie record for futility
Roundup

NBA

LM OTERO/AP

Mavericks forward Dirk Nowitzki drives against the Clippers’ Blake 
Griffin (32) Thursday in Dallas. Nowitzki had 21 points, but only two 
in the fourth quarter as Los Angeles rallied to a 109-103 victory.
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Already the first brothers to 
coach separate teams into the 
Sweet 16, they’re now a game 
away from the Final Four and, 
dare we say it, an all-brothers 
championship game in Texas.

“We’re both alive,” Sean said.
Archie’s Flyers weren’t sup-

posed to be here.
The 11th seed in the South Re-

gion, they opened the first full 
day of the tournament with a 
bracket-crumpling win over Ohio 
State and proved it was no fluke 
by taking down Syracuse to reach 
the second weekend.

Not satisfied with that, Day-
ton took it to another favorite in 
one of the early games Thursday 
night, using its 12-deep roster to 
wear down No. 10 seed Stanford 
82-72 in a third-straight upset.

Next up for the Flyers is a date 
with top overall seed Florida on 
Saturday.

“It was a true team effort,” Ar-
chie said. “That’s what they’ve 
been about all year, so it’s nice 
to see on the biggest stage, us be 
ourselves.”

The Wildcats weren’t them-
selves until the game was on the 
line, which, in a way, is just being 
themselves.

Arizona (33-4) labored most of 
the game against San Diego State, 
burned by offensive rebounds in 
the first half and unable to get 
some of its best players going.

The Wildcats have had a knack 
for wearing teams down by the 
end of games and they did it again 
against the Aztecs, pulling out a 
70-64 victory after Nick Johnson 
scored all 15 of his points in the 
final 2:45.

Arizona moves on to face an-
other defense-oriented team in 
the Elite Eight, against Wiscon-
sin Saturday night in Southern 
California. 

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

Dayton head coach Archie Miller yells instructions to his players during Thursday’s South Region 
semifinal against Stanford in Memphis, Tenn. Dayton won the game to advance to the Elite Eight.

Millers: Is an all-brothers championship game in the cards?

NCAA TOURNAMENT

Dayton
rolls past
Stanford

BY DAVID BRANDT

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Like a red and blue
blur, the Dayton Flyers were pressing and
passing, shooting and scoring. The waves
never seemed to stop coming, with 10, 11
and then 12 players giving them good-
quality minutes.

An exhausted and foul-plagued Stanford
simply couldn’t keep up.

The underdog Flyers — the No. 11 seed
in the South Region — are now in the Elite
Eight for the first time since 1984 after an
emphatic 82-72 victory Thursday night.

“We had 11 guys score in the game and
from top to bottom, we kept coming and
coming,” Dayton coach Archie Miller said.
“The way they shared the ball and moved
the ball ... it was a true team effort. It’s 
nice that on the biggest stage, we acted like 
ourselves.”

Jordan Sibert scored 18 points and fresh-
man Kendall Pollard added a season-high
12 as Dayton (26-10) made sure this one 
wasn’t particularly close after slipping by
in the first two rounds. The 6-foot-4 Sibert
was spectacular, slashing to the basket and
draining three-pointers, to help the Flyers 
lead for almost the entire night.

Dayton showed its depth early, using a
dozen players in the first half to wear down
Stanford.

“They were relentless,” Cardinal coach
Johnny Dawkins said. “That’s the best way 
I can put it.”

No. 10 seed Stanford (23-13) had the 
superior post play, but it wasn’t enough.
Chasson Randle led the Cardinal with 21
points, but shot 5-for-21 from the field.
Dwight Powell added 17 and Stefan Nastic
— who fouled out with more than five min-
utes left — had 15.

 Sibert finished 7-for-12 from the field,
including 4-for-9 from three-point range.
He had plenty of help, including from Pol-
lard, a 6-foot-6 guard who continually got 
to the basket and helped the Flyers stretch
their lead in the first half. 

BY BETH HARRIS

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Nick Johnson put 
an awful first half behind him and came up 
big for Arizona in the final 2:45.

The Pac-12 player of the year scored all 
of his 15 points over that span after miss-
ing his first 10 shots, and helped Arizona 
hold off San Diego State 70-64 on Thursday 
night to reach the final eight of the NCAA 
tournament.

“When I hit one shot it just started to feel 
a little bit better,” he said. “I just kept on 
hitting shots.”

Mostly, Johnson hit free throws, making 
all 10 of his attempts to go with a field goal 
and a three-pointer after the Aztecs shut 
him down for the first 37 minutes.

“He just exploded in the second half,” 
said San Diego State’s Dwayne Polee, who 
guarded Johnson. “I can’t say that we 
didn’t play hard defense, but he just made 
a lot of good shots.”

Aaron Gordon and Rondae Hollis-Jef-
ferson scored 15 points each for the top-
seeded Wildcats (33-4), who will try to win 
a West regional final for the first time in 
Anaheim. They’re 0-3 at Honda Center 
going into Saturday’s game against sec-
ond-seeded Wisconsin (29-7).

 Xavier Thames scored 25 points and 
 Polee added 13 points for the Aztecs (31-
5). Those two tried to bail out SDSU in the 
final minute, each hitting three-pointers 
before Thames’ basket cut the deficit to 
65-61 with 38 seconds left.

 The Aztecs were trying to reach the final 
eight for the first time in school history 
under 69-year-old coach Steve Fisher.

“One of these days we’re going to get to a 
Final Four,” Fisher said. 

Wildcats
hold off
Aztecs

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Arizona forward Rondae Hollis-Jefferson drives to the basket during the first half of 
Thursday’s West Region semifinal against San Diego State in in Anaheim, Calif.
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Men’s tournament
 East Region
Second Round

Thursday, March 20
At Buffalo, N.Y.

UConn 89, Saint Joseph’s 81, OT
Villanova 73, Milwaukee 53

At Spokane, Wash.
Harvard 61, Cincinnati 57
Michigan St. 93, Delaware 78

Friday, March 21
At Raleigh, N.C.

Memphis 71, George Washington 66
Virginia 70, Coastal Carolina 59

At San Antonio
North Carolina 79, Providence 77
Iowa St. 93, North Carolina Central 75

Third Round
Saturday, March 22

At Buffalo, N.Y.
Connecticut 77, Villanova 65

At Spokane, Wash.
Michigan St. 80, Harvard 73

Sunday, March 23
At Raleigh, N.C.

Virginia 78, Memphis 60
At San Antonio

Iowa State 85, North Carolina 83
Regional Semifinals

At New York
Friday, March 28

UConn (28-8) vs. Iowa State (28-7)
Michigan State (28-8) vs. Virginia (30-6)

Regional Championship
Sunday, March 30

Semifinal winners

South Region
Second Round

Thursday, March 20
At Buffalo, N.Y.

Dayton 60, Ohio St. 59
Syracuse 77, Western Michigan 53

At Orlando, Fla.
Pittsburgh 77, Colorado 48
Florida 67, Albany (N.Y.) 55

Friday, March 21
At St. Louis

Stanford 58, New Mexico 53
Kansas 80, Eastern Kentucky 69

At San Diego
Stephen F. Austin 77, VCU 75, OT
UCLA 76, Tulsa 59

Third Round
Saturday, March 22

Buffalo, N.Y.
Dayton 55, Syracuse 53

At Orlando, Fla.
Florida 61, Pittsburgh 45

Sunday, March 23
At St. Louis

Stanford 60, Kansas 57
At San Diego

UCLA 77, Stephen F. Austin 60
Regional Semifinals
At Memphis, Tenn.
Thursday, March 27

Dayton 82, Stanford 72
Florida 79, UCLA 68

Regional Championship
Saturday, March 29

Dayton (26-10) vs. Florida (35-2)

Midwest Region
Second Round

Thursday, March 20
At Orlando, Fla.

Saint Louis 83, N.C. State 80, OT
Louisville 71, Manhattan 64

At Milwaukee
Michigan 57, Wofford 40
Texas 87, Arizona St. 85

Friday, March 21
At Raleigh, N.C.

Mercer 78, Duke 71
Tennessee 86, Masschusetts 67

At St. Louis
Wichita St. 64, Cal Poly 37
Kentucky 56, Kansas St. 49

Third Round
Saturday, March 22

At Orlando, Fla.
Louisville 66, Saint Louis 51

At Milwaukee
Michigan 79, Texas 65

Sunday, March 23
At Raleigh, N.C.

Tennessee 83, Mercer 63
At St. Louis

Kentucky 78, Wichita State 76
Regional Semifinals

At Indianapolis
Friday, March 28

Michigan (27-8) vs. Tennessee (24-12)
Kentucky (26-10) vs. Louisville (31-5)

Regional Championship
Sunday, March 30

Semifinal winners

West Region
Second Round

Thursday, March 20
At Milwaukee

Wisconsin 75, American 35
Oregon 87, BYU 68

At Spokane, Wash.
North Dakota St. 80, Oklahoma 75, OT
San Diego St. 73, New Mexico St. 69, OT

Friday, March 21
At San Antonio

Baylor 74, Nebraska 60
Creighton 76, Louisiana-Lafayette 66

At San Diego
Arizona 68, Weber St. 59
Gonzaga 85, Oklahoma St. 77

Third Round
Saturday, March 22

At Milwaukee
Wisconsin 85, Oregon 77

At Spokane, Wash.
San Diego St. 63, North Dakota St. 44

Sunday, March 23
At San Antonio

Baylor 85, Creighton 55

At San Diego
Arizona 84, Gonzaga 61

Regional Semifinals
At Anaheim, Calif.

Thursday, March 27
Wisconsin 69, Baylor 52
Arizona 70, San Diego State 64

Regional Championship
Saturday, March 29

Wisconsin (29-7) vs. Arizona (33-4)

Final Four
At Arlington, Texas
National Semifinals

Saturday, April 5
East champion vs. South champion
Midwest champion vs. West champion

National Championship
Monday, April 7

Semifinal winners 

Women’s tournament
Lincoln Region

 Second Round
Monday, March 24

At Los Angeles
BYU 80, Nebraska 76

At Durham, N.C.
DePaul 74, Duke 65

Tuesday, March 25
At Storrs, Conn.

UConn 91, Saint Joseph’s 59
At College Station, Texas

Texas A&M 85, James Madison 69
Regional Semifinals

At Lincoln, Neb.
Saturday, March 29

UConn (36-0) vs. BYU (28-6)
DePaul (29-6) vs. Texas A&M (26-8)

Monday, March 31
Regional Championship

Semifinal winners

Stanford Region
 Second Round

Monday, March 24
At Ames, Iowa

Stanford 63, Florida State 44
Tuesday, March 25

At Seattle
South Carolina 78, Oregon State 69

At Chapel Hill, N.C.
North Carolina 62, Michigan State 53

At State College, Pa.
Penn State 83, Florida 61

Regional Semifinals
At Stanford, Calif.
Sunday, March 30

Stanford (30-3) vs. Penn State (24-7)
South Carolina (29-4) vs. North Caro-

lina (26-9)
Regional Championship

Tuesday, April 1
Semifinal winners

Notre Dame Region
 Second Round

Monday, March 24
At Toledo, Ohio

Notre Dame 84, Arizona State 67
At West Lafayette, Ind.

Oklahoma State 73, Purdue 66
At Lexington, Ky.

Kentucky 64, Syracuse 59
At Waco, Texas

Baylor 75, California 56
Regional Semifinals
At Notre Dame, Ind.
Saturday, March 29

Kentucky (26-8) vs. Baylor (31-4)
Notre Dame (34-0) vs. Oklahoma

State
Regional Championship

Monday, March 31
Semifinal winners

Louisville Region
 Second Round

Monday, March 24
At Knoxville, Tenn.

Tennessee 67, St. John’s 51
Tuesday, March 25

At College Park, Md.
Maryland 69, Texas 64

At Iowa City, Iowa
Louisville 83, Iowa 53

At Baton Rouge, La.
LSU 76, West Virginia 67

Regional Semifinals
At Louisville, Ky.

Sunday, March 30
Tennessee (28-5) vs. Maryland (26-6)
Louisville (32-4) vs. LSU (21-12)

Regional Championship
Tuesday, April 1

Semifinal winners

Final Four
At Nashville, Tenn.
National Semifinals

Lincoln regional champion vs. Stan-
ford regional champion

Notre Dame regional champion vs.
Louisville regional champion

Sunday, April 6
National Championship

Tuesday, April 8
Semifinal winners  

Scoreboard

JESSICA HILL/AP

Connecticut’s Kiah Stokes blocks a shot attempt by Prairie View A&M’s LaReahn Washington (0), as 
Connecticut’s Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis and Stefanie Dolson (31) defend during their first-round NCAA 
tournament game last Sunday in Storrs, Conn. 

 BY PAT EATON-ROBB

The Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — Connecti-
cut’s opponents spend a lot of time 
trying to figure out how to slow 
the Huskies’ offense. A bigger 
challenge may be finding 
a way to score on the 
nation’s top-ranked 
women’s team.

UConn (36-0) 
goes into Saturday’s 
regional semifinal 
against BYU (28-6) 
holding opponents 
to an average of 47 
points a game. The 
next best defense, 
Presbyte-
rian, 

gave up 53.5 this season. The 
Huskies also are at the top of the 
list when it comes to shooting de-
fense, with opponents making just 
30.4 percent of their shots.

“Our philosophy has always 
been, if we play great defense 

we’re going to have a chance 
to win every single game,” 
UConn coach Geno Au-
riemma said. “Then 
we’re going to let our of-
fense dictate how much 
we’re going to win by. ”

In his first few sea-
sons, he said, the 
Huskies were hold-

ing teams to 55 points a 
game, and losing 55-50. 

This season, they 
are scoring an 

average of 
more than 
83 points, 
and winning 
 by an aver-
age of 36. 
The nation’s 
other unde-

feated team, Notre Dame, ranks 
second in that category, with an 
average margin of victory of just 
over 26 points.

 Auriemma  believes his team’s 
defensive numbers have been in-
flated a bit this season because 
of the lopsided scores. A lot of 
teams, he said, become unhinged 
while trying to match UConn bas-
ket for basket. 

And because UConn is so good 
in transition, opponents often get 
just one shot each trip down the 
floor, conceding the rebound to 
get back on defense. UConn out-
rebounds opponents by about 10 
boards each game. The Huskies 
also have won the turnover battle 
(614-428) by stealing the ball 344 
times and blocking 293 shots, 
leading the nation at more than 
eight blocks a game.

“For us, everything starts on 
the defensive end,” said senior 
Stefanie Dolson, the AAC’s defen-
sive player of the year. “We take 
so much pride in that. We try not 
to give up anything easy.” 

Huskies’ dominance starts with lock-down defense
Secret to their success

‘ Our philosophy has always 
been, if we play great 
defense we’re going to have 
a chance to win every single 
game. ’

Geno Auriemma
Connecticut head coach

AP
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 BY GREG BEACHAM

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Ben Brust 
and his Wisconsin teammates got 
oodles of open shots while they 
sliced and diced Baylor’s vaunted 
zone defense. When the Bears 
had the ball, 7-foot Frank Kamin-
sky always seemed to be right in 
their way.

Brust, Kaminsky and their 
teammates realize they domi-
nated Baylor in a 69-52 victory 
Thursday night because of a coach 
who puts them in the right spots.

Bo Ryan has never been to col-
lege basketball’s final weekend, 
but the Badgers are thrilled to put 
him on the brink.

“That would be a very special 
thing to do, but we also know that 
he’s not going to let us look too far 
ahead,” said Brust, who scored 14 
points. “When that time comes, 
we’ll handle it. I’d definitely like 
to do that for him.”

Kaminsky scored 19 points and 
blocked six shots while Wiscon-
sin romped into the West regional 
final, reaching the final eight for 
the third time in school history.

Brust hit three of the six three-
pointers from the second-seeded 
Badgers (29-7), who jumped to a 
14-point lead in the first half and 

never let up on the overmatched 
Bears (26-12).

Kaminsky and his disciplined 
teammates shredded the Baylor 
zone that played so well in the 
first two games. Wisconsin also 
methodically shut down Baylor’s 
talented offense while moving 
into its second regional final in 13 
years under Ryan, who has seen 
just about everything except the 
Final Four in a 700-win coaching 
career.

“I’d be honored to be a part of 
that,” Kaminsky said.

Wisconsin advanced to the 
regional final Saturday against 

top-seeded Arizona. The Badgers 
haven’t been to the Final Four
since retired coach Dick Bennett 
got them there in 2000.

The Badgers advanced by
countering everything the Bears
do well. Wisconsin wrecked Bay-
lor’s zone, negated its three-point 
shooting acumen with perimeter 
defense, kept the tempo at the 
Badgers’ preferred speed and
even held a 39-33 rebounding 
edge on Baylor, one of the nation’s
top rebounding teams.

Ryan put on a bit of a coaching
clinic, but that’s nothing new. The
Wisconsin folk hero has led the
Badgers to NCAA tournament
berths in each of his 13 seasons, 
but only got this close to the Final 
Four in 2005.

“We get 40 more minutes, and
I’m awfully proud of them,” Ryan
said.

Kaminsky added another re-
markable performance to his 
junior season with the Badgers,
racking up 10 points and four
blocked shots while Wisconsin
took a 29-16 lead into halftime.
Wisconsin held Baylor to a sea-
son-low in first-half points.

Cory Jefferson scored 15 points
for the sixth-seeded Bears in their 
third Sweet 16 trip in five years. 

 BY TERESA M. WALKER

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Florida Ga-
tors are back where their last three sea-
sons have ended with yet another chance 
to go to the Final Four.

Being in the Elite Eight again, though, 
simply isn’t enough.

Michael Frazier II hit five three-point-
ers and finished with 19 points as the Ga-
tors beat UCLA 79-68 Thursday night to 
reach their fourth consecutive NCAA re-
gional final.

“We just talked about it, and it’s not 
enough for us,” Florida senior Will Yeg-
uete said. “We have two days to get ready 
for a good team, and we’re just going to go 
for it on Saturday.”

The Gators (35-2) also extended the 
best winning streak in school history to 
29 straight in reaching the South regional 
final.

“From a team aspect, I think we’ve done 
a great job of just staying in the moment 
and just trying to chase greatness,” Fra-
zier said. “When you do that, complacency 
isn’t a factor so I think we’ve done a great 
job all year of just staying in the moment 
and chasing greatness.”

The tournament’s overall top seed will 
play 11th-seeded Dayton on Saturday night 
for a trip to the Final Four. Dayton beat 
Stanford 82-72 earlier Thursday night.

“Right now we got to put this game be-
hind us and get focused on Dayton,” Flor-
ida senior Scottie Wilbekin said. “They’re 

a great team. Everybody is at this point 
in the season, and so we got to be locked 
in and ready because it’s going to be a 
battle.”

Wilbekin added 13 points for Florida. 
Casey Prather had 12 points, and Dorian 
Finney-Smith had 10. Kasey Hill had 10 as-
sists. The Gators have not lost since Dec. 
2.

The Gators lost to Michigan a year ago 
in a regional final.

“But it’s a new team that we have, and 
we’re playing a new team so it’s a totally 

different situation,” Wilbekin said. “We’re 
just excited to get this win and move onto 
the next game. We’re totally focused on 
that. The past has no impact.”

UCLA (28-9) was back in a regional 
semifinal for the first time since 2008 
under first-year coach Steve Alford. But 
the Bruins just couldn’t match Florida’s 
physical defense or outshoot the Gators. 
UCLA now is 0-4 against Florida coach 
Billy Donovan all-time — all in the NCAA 
tournament.

“They played very well,” Alford said of 

the Gators. “They are an outstanding bas-
ketball team.”

Florida shot 50 percent for the game 
(29-for-58), including 59.3 percent in the 
second half. UCLA finished 42.2 percent 
(27-for-64) shooting in only their fifth
game scoring under 70 points this season.
The Bruins were a cold 1-for-12 beyond
the arc in the second half.

Jordan Adams led the Bruins with 17
points, Kyle Anderson had 11 and five
assists with nine rebounds. Travis Wear 
added 14. 

Fourth straight Elite 
Eight appearance for 
top-seeded Florida

Gators advance, extend win streak to 29

Badgers blow out Bears

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

Florida’s Will Yeguete blocks a shot by UCLA’s Tony Parker during Thursday’s regional semifinal in Memphis, Tenn. 

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Wisconsin’s Frank Kaminsky, front, and Baylor’s Cory Jefferson 
chase the ball during Thursday’s regional semifinal in Anaheim, Calif. 

Did you know

Wisconsin 
coach Bo Ryan 
has a 703-
223 career 
record, but has 
never advanced past 
the Elite Eight in the 
NCAA tournament.

SOURCE: The Associated Press; UWBadgers.com



Brothers in arms
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Bergeron scores twice as Bruins blank Blackhawks
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BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

Sean and Archie Miller are headed to the Elite Eight 
together.

One had it easier than the other — and it 
probably wasn’t the one you’d expect.

Archie’s Dayton Flyers, the darlings 
of the 2014 NCAA tournament, 

took down another higher-
seeded team, stiff-arming 
Stanford in Memphis on 
Thursday night to reach the 
regional final for the first 
time since 1984.

Big brother Sean’s Arizona 
Wildcats, the top seed in the 
West, had a much tougher 
time getting through, labor-
ing through most of their 
game against San Diego 
State before wearing down 
the Aztecs in Anaheim, 
Calif., to reach the Elite 
Eight for the second time 
in four years.
SEE MILLERS ON PAGE 29

Head coach Sean 
Miller has Arizona, 
the top seed in the 
West Region, back 
in the Elite Eight 
for the second 
time in four years.

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

Sean and Archie Miller
have their respective

teams in the Elite Eight

Already 
the first set of 
brothers to take 
teams to the 
Sweet Sixteen in 
the same year, Sean 
and Archie Miller made 
history again Thursday 
by taking those teams 
to the Elite Eight.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know
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